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Clinton County 4-H Fair August 2nd thru August 6th. More information on page 12.

From the Desk of Ryan Portenga, 
Superintendent Ashley Schools... 

 
To All Within Bear Country... 
It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that I write this 

letter of introduction to you as your new school superintendent 
- a role/ responsibility that I am truly honored and grateful to 
hold. As I settle in, I wanted to take a moment to reach out, 
introduce myself, touch on a few district items, and include a 
few tidbits regarding the upcoming school year. 

For over twenty years, I have served public education in 
different capacities... as a teacher, coach, athletic director, as-
sistant principal, principal, and - most importantly - as a parent. In each capacity, I have 
been inspired by students, educators, and families alike - the "three-legged stool" within 
our industry - and have humbly been a part of some incredibly transformative work. 
Whether the service was within urban, rural, or suburban school communities, I have had 
the pleasure to work with students that have gone on to excel in the trades, within higher 
education, as entrepreneurs, within our various military branches, as public servants, and 
in countless other vocations/ roles. In short, my cup is filled on a daily basis through serv-
ice to these students - and I have never been more proud to be a public school educator. 

On the personal side of things, our family lives just down the road in Muir on a prop-
erty that seems to be a "centerpoint" for all of our activities. My wife (Sarah) serves within 
the medical field supporting pediatric endocrinology - focusing her time in Ann Arbor, 
Lansing, and Grand Rapids. If you know a child that has diabetes, there is a chance they 
have worked with her! Whether it's softball, volleyball, hunting, piano, basketball, cross-
country, or theater, our three daughters (Aubrey, Ellie, and Sophie Shae) certainly keep 
us busy. Yet, if it's not our kiddos keeping us busy, it’s our family animals - or our new 
puppy, Cody. The Portengas are always on the go! 

While serving as your superintendent, I will make every effort to foster a culture of 
connection, collaboration, and transparency- with the goal being to pursue the highest of 
standards, to champion all efforts within academic, artistic, and athletic programming, to 
focus on togetherness as often as possible, and to honor and execute the objectives estab-
lished within our District Strategic Plan. As you'll undoubtedly find out, I'm not a "have 
to" sort of leader; I'm a "get to" - meaning that I wake up each day excited to "get to" 
work, lead, collaborate, and achieve as a public school educator. 

OE Track Named Doug Long  
Track Complex 

by Dawn D Levey 
ELSIE – The regular meeting of the Ovid-Elsie Area 

Schools Board of Education was held Monday, July 20, 2026. 
Major highlights of the evening were the designation of the OE 
track as the Doug Long Track Complex in memory of long-time 
teacher and coach Douglas Long and long-term planning of the 
facilities and infrastructure. 

The memorial, a remembrance of Doug Long’s many years 
of dedicated service, leadership, and lasting contributions to 
Ovid-Elsie Area Schools and its student athletes. It was noted 
that the cost associated with the signage will be funded through 
private donations with no cost to the district. Officials unani-
mously approved the designation. 

Mr. Mark Horak, superintendent, reported that the Class of 
1976 held a fund raiser at their class reunion that raised $2,500. The funds will be des-
ignated for a scholarship for students who chose to pursue a career in Agri business or 
the trades. Next, a facilities committee was appointed. The members are:  Brooke 
Wooley, Josh Miller, and Kevin Nash.  

Horak presented a facilities planning presentation noting that this is just infor-
mational. This in an information gathering proposal for long-term planning regarding 
facilities and infrastructure. HVAC is a concern and a number of other infrastructure 
concerns in the aging building. Long-term planning is being proactive instead of reactive. 
Currently building issues and unexpected maintenance issues put pressure on the general 
fund. Noting that this could be the prerequisite to a potential bond proposal.  

Today – waiting for the results of the MDE facilities assessment. In addition, Kings-
cott completed an informational walk through all the buildings at no cost to the district. 
Again, this is fact finding and gathering information. The planning process includes fa-
cilities assessment, project priorities, community input, board discussion and future dis-
cussion regarding next steps. 

The purpose of the facilities committee is to an interview architecture and construc-
tion manager firms; recommend the hiring of the firms to the board, noting that the board 
retains control of decisions. Time line – July committee appointed and recommends to 
the board; August hire the firms to complete the studies and recommendations. 

Horack further reported that the Ovid-Elsie District qualifies for approximately $31.8 
m preliminary bonding capacity. If that is the direction the board decides to take. There 
would not increase taxes but an extension to the current bond. This is the planning stage, 
the board will make the decision on how to proceed after evaluations, studies and rec-
ommendations are complete. 

Lastly, Horak reminded officials that the August Board meeting Wednesday, August 
19, 2026 at 6:30 pm.  

Ryan Portenga

Doug Long

continue on page 2
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Social

Beauty and 
Barbershop 

Directory
If you would like to place your 
ad in our directory, please call 

us today at:   
(989) 834-2264

Country Styles 
Hair Studio

Hair Care!

Handicap Accessible

989-862-5848 
109 S. Ovid St. Elsie

NEW HOURS:  
Mon & Wed 9-8 ; Closed Tues 

Thur 9-5; Fri 8-5; Sat 8-1

Owner/Stylist Meri Smith 
Manicurist/Stylist Erica Nichols 

Appointments Suggested

Whirlpool Pedicure Spa 
Tanning Facilities • Tanning Lotions • Gift Certificates Available.  

Call for an appt.  
Mon.-Sat. 834-2587

Matrix, Paul Mitchell, Malibu, Redken, Biolage 

Stylists:  Patty Coleson,    
Grace Ruckle & Bob Sauer  

Full line of Hair & Nail Care Products

Corner Carousel
133 S. Main St. Ovid

classes begin August 31st

you might not know  
we have life, home, 
auto and business  
insurance. now you do.
simple human sense

AGENCY NAME 
GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
bestinsuranceagency.com

Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • (989) 834-2288

Welcome Potluck 
St Cyril Catholic Church will be hosting a Welcome 

Potluck for Father Vincent on Sunday, August 9th after 
Mass. Plan now to join in the fellowship. The church is lo-
cated at 517 E. Main Street in Bannister. Officials took action to appointment of Kyle Opperman 

and Michael Senyko to four-year terms to the Michigan In-
ternational Prepotory School Board of Education, the dis-
trict’s charter school. Next, officials took action to appoint 
a delegate and alternate to the Michigan Association of 
School Boards annual delegate assembly slated for October 
15, 2026. Appointed were Mrs. Becky Williams and Mrs. 
Brooke Wooley alternate. 

Action was taken to approve the school bond qualifica-
tions and loan fund. The vote was four to three, with Mrs. 
Mary Thompson, Mrs. Sue Greer and Mrs. Becky Williams 
voicing numerous questions and concerns regarding the fi-
nancial need. Thompson stated, “I felt the issue should 
have been tabled, pending further information.”  

The O-E Board of Education took action to authorize 
the superintendent to develop and distribute Requests for 
Qualifications (RFQ) for architectural and construction 
management services related to a comprehensive district 
facilities assessment and long-range facilities planning. The 
approval included authorizing the Board Facilities Com-
mittee to review qualifications, conduct interviews and pro-
vide recommendations to the Board of Education for 
approval. 

Operating Procedure for review and discuss. This doc-
ument is to onboard new board members. Formal approval 
is not necessary.  

 

O-E from front page

CLINTON COUNTY  
4-H FAIR

August 2nd-6th

Mark Your Calendar  
National Night Out in  

Elsie August 4th 
by Dawn D Levey 
ELSIE, MI — Elsie 

United Methodist Church 
invites residents and 
neighbors to come to-
gether for an evening of 
fun, food, and fellowship 
at the 4th annual Elsie 
Community Block Party in 
celebration of National 
Night Out. The event will 
take place on Tuesday, Au-
gust 4, from 6–8 PM on Church Street, between W Main 
and Pine Streets.  

The evening will feature live music and entertainment 
from community favorites Jack and Tess Clarkson, plus 
free food for all attendees. This year’s theme is “Summer 
& the Tropics”—so break out your favorite Hawaiian 
shirts, sunglasses, and flip-flops, lawn chairs and come 
ready for fun! 

“This event is all about bringing our community to-
gether and strengthening the connections between neigh-
bors, first responders, and local services,” said organizers. 
“We encourage everyone to bring their families, meet 
someone new, and enjoy a great evening in Elsie.” 

In the event of rain, festivities will be moved indoors 
to the Elsie United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. 
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MEET THE CANDIDATES
John Plowman Looks to be Retained as  

Road Commissioner 
John Plowman is asking voters to retain him as Shia-

wassee County Road Commissioner. The former, nine 
term, County Commissioner was appointed in 2024 by the 
Board of Commissioners, to fill out the term of a resigned 
member.  In his role as commissioner, he served six years 
as the liaison to the road commission. 

Plowman currently serves as Chairman of Gennessee, 
Lapeer and Shiawassee (GLS)Region 5 Planning & Devel-
opment Commission. He also serves on the Shiawassee Co. 
Parks & Recreation Commission and the Midwest Michi-
gan Trail Authority (CIS Fred Meijer Trail) which serves 
Clinton, Ionia and Shiawassee Counties. 

“If elected, by our county residents, I will continue to 
work with other road commissioners, directors, employees, 
residents and other governmental entities to make our county roads the very best they can 
be. The concept of governing extends far beyond oversight of the budget and commission 
policies. It’s about working as a team to shape the future of roads in our county,” explained 
Plowman. 

John and Mary, his wife of 52 years, have three children and six grandchildren. The 
couple owned and operated Plowman Ford and Plowman Gas & Oil in Perry for many 
years.

O’Berry Throws Hat in the Ring for  
Shiawassee County Road Commissioner 
Dave O'Berry, age 57, has announced his candidacy for 

Shiawassee County Road Commissioner, facing incumbent 
John Plowman in the August primary. 

O'Berry is married and has two daughters. He is a grad-
uate of Morrice High School and studied business and diesel 
mechanics at Lansing Community College. A heavy equip-
ment operator and business owner, he worked for 32 years 
for the Shiawassee Co. Road Commission and has 38 years 
owning and operating his own excavating company. 

A priority is " ... making more money available for local 
road improvements and providing quicker response times 
during winter storms," Dave says. "If elected, I'll rely on my 
years of actual road work experience, not politics, to make 
the best decisions for the traveling public." 

William Lawrence for 7th  
Congressional District 

William Lawrence, 35 is running for Congress, Michi-
gan’s 7th Congressional District 

Incumbent: No 
Marital Status: Married to wife (Dinah) 
Education: East Lansing High School, Swarthmore Col-

lege  
Occupation: Community Organizer and Policy Advocate 
ADJUSTED PORTION: 
Experience: I'm a Lansing native, nonprofit leader, and 

organizer who has spent my career taking on the political 
establishment for working families. I co-founded the Sunrise 
Movement, helping defeat Donald Trump in 2020 and win-
ning $3 billion in climate and green jobs investments for 
Michigan's 7th District. Back home, I helped found the Michigan Rent Is Too Damn High 
Coalition and the Mid-Michigan Tenant Resource Center, fighting Wall Street evictions 
and protecting tenants rights.  

Issues: People are fed up with an economy that works for billionaires and corporations, 
not working families and small businesses. We can't afford gas, groceries, or rent, and if 
you’re not feeling it, your kids or grandkids are. Voters are sick of politicians who don't 
show up. When opponents refused to debate, I held a town hall instead, and I ran a food 
drive for medical debt after Barrett cut SNAP and ACA subsidies. I'm focused on issues 
that unite voters: money out of politics, stopping AI data centers and pointless wars, fund-
ing Social Security and healthcare, and making the top 1% pay their fair share like the 
rest of us. 

Additional comments: I came home to Lansing because Mid-Michigan will always 
be home, and I'm ready to fight for my neighbors. I'm the only candidate in this primary 
with deep, lifelong ties and the largest volunteer operation in the race. We're building a 
movement strong enough to win in November and hold this seat in 2028. I'm running to 
protect this community, and Michigan's land, air, and water.

Maasdam is one of the local candidates 
for U.S. House of Representatives 

Matt Maasdam, age 51, is one of the local candidates 
running for the U.S. House of Representatives. 

A veteran Navy helicopter pilot, he met his wife Laura 
while attending Navy survival school. The couple has two 
teenage boys, age 13 and 15. 

Maasdam earned a BA degree at the University of Mich-
igan and a MPA through the Harvard Kennedy School 

"I swore an oath to defend our country and Constitution 
when I became a Navy SEAL," Matt says. "Over 20 years, 
I deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan, Africa, and the Pacific. I 
served in the White House as President Obama's Military 
Aide, carrying the nuclear codes and leading emergency re-
sponse for the President. 

"I'm running for Congress because I refuse to stand by 
while politicians tell us we can't afford housing or health care, even as they spend billions 
on unnecessary wars and tax breaks for billionaires. I swore an oath to protect the Consti-
tution, and I'm watching President Trump shred it -- it’s time for leaders who fight back 
against Trump and for the American dream." 

Maasdam faces three fights, he says, informed by what he hears across the district: 
"I’m going to fight for the Constitution: Against Trump’s reckless ICE raids, unnecessary 
wars, and threats to our elections. I’m going to fight for your wallets: Trump and Tom 
Barrett ripped away health care and put tariffs on everything, stealing the American dream 
from working families to give billionaires more. I'm proud to stand with labor, and to have 
the most labor endorsements in this race. 

"I’m going to fight against corruption: Too many politicians serve themselves, trading 
stocks and using tax dollars as a slush fund. In the Navy, I fought for America. In Congress, 
I'll fight for you."

The Meridian Weekly sent out Candidate Profile 
questioners earlier this month for contested 
races in our circulation area.  
These candidates responded to our questioneer.
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Obituaries

Middlebury United 
Methodist Church 

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid 
 
Minister:  

Pastor Kendra  
Holcomb-Densmore 
Worship Service  

9:00 a.m. 

ELSIE UNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH 
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239 

 
Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. 

Pastor: JD Paik

St. Cyril Parish  
of Bannister

Mass:  Sun. 10:30am,  
Wed. 5:30pm 

1st Saturday Mass 9am 
517 E. Main St. 

Bannister 
We Welcome You to Come... 

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

163 W. Main St., Elsie 
Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 

 
Watch Sunday Service on 
YouTube at elsiebaptist 
Pastor Phillip Rogers

131 West Front Street  
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958 

Like us on Facebook 
Intrim Amy Morrison

Sundays am:   
11:00 - Worship 

 

Office Hours: 9-1 Mon - Tue - Wed 
         9-Noon Thur • Closed Fri

United Church of Ovid

Bannister United 
Methodist Church 

103 Hanvey Street 
Pastor: Zella Daniel 

Sunday Worship 11:15am

Ashley United Methodist Church  
112 North New Street,  

Pastor Zella Daniel  
(Office Phone 989-862-4392) 
Email: abp.pastor@gmail.com 

Adult Bible Class: 9:00 am 
Worship Service: 10:00 am

Laingsburg United 
Methodist Church 
210 Crum St., Laingsburg 

517-651-5531  
Worship Service:   10:30am 

Pastor:  
Kendra Holcomb - Densmore 

Advertise In Our Church Directory!    
Call (989) 834-2264

First Congregational 
Church Laingsburg 

401 E, Grand River Road, Laingsburg 
(517) 651-6741 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 
Pastor: Dr. Tom Rundel 

fcclaingsburg.com
hope, 
Help & 
healing

Judith (Jill) Ann Ralston Burr 
Judith (Jill) Ann Ralston Burr, 80, died peacefully Janu-

ary 1, 2026, at home in Virginia Beach, VA. 
Jill was born May 27, 1945 in Atascadero, CA to Noel 

P. (Pat) and Marie E. Ralston. When Jill was four, the family 
moved to Okemos, MI, where Jill first met Rich in ninth 
grade. After graduating from Michigan State University, Jill 
taught elementary school for several years until Rich joined 
the U.S. Navy. Always ready for travel and new experi-
ences, Jill embraced life as a Navy wife. From Maine to Ha-
waii, she found the unique beauty in each place. In Virginia 
Beach, she turned her passion for reading and helping others 
into a career with the Virginia Beach Public Library system. 
Among other positions, she was President of Virginia As-
sociation of Law Libraries. After retirement, she volunteered extensively with the Friends 
of the Virginia Beach Public Library, serving two terms as president. Avid about physical 
fitness, Jill maintained an active lifestyle, whether teaching aerobic dancing, hiking, walk-
ing, or playing with grandchildren. She was also a talented seamstress, making the wed-
ding dresses for herself, her daughter, and daughter-in law and knitting numerous hats, 
mittens, sweaters, and scarves for her loved ones. 

She is survived by her beloved husband of 59 years, Richard H. Burr, daughter Kristin 
L. Burr of Wynnewood, PA, son Gary S. Burr of Trenton, ME, son-in-law David Brown, 
daughter-in-law Julie Burr, and grandchildren Marissa and Miles Burr and Clara, Leila 
(Max) and Meredith (Alex) Burr Brown. Preceding her in death were infant twin daughters 
Lori and Robin and a brother, Gary, who died in childhood. 

She is also survived by her sister, Susan (John) Coon of Mt Pleasant, MI; brother Peter 
(Michele) Ralston of Bellevue, WA; and brothers/sisters-in-law Daniel and Dianne Peter-
son of Marietta, GA; Don and Joanne Ricks of East Lansing, MI; and David and Lori Burr 
of Southlake, TX. 

The family would like to thank the hospice staff at Westminster Canterbury at Home 
for the loving care they provided during Jill’s last months. In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a contribution to the Friends of the Virginia Beach Public Library, Westminster Can-
terbury at Home Hospice, or a charity associated with strokes and stroke prevention. 

A memorial service to celebrate Jill’s life will be held 11:30 am on Thursday, August 
6, 2026 at Okemos Community Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos, Michigan.

Wildfires &  
Air Quality 

Recently Michigan has 
seen prominently hazy skies 
and concerningly poor air qual-
ity. These conditions are a re-
sult of one of the most 
destructive issues the environ-
ment faces: wildfires. These wildfires are occurring in Canada and Minnesota, but are af-
fecting the Midwest and Northeast US. 

Climate change has been the major cause of these intense wildfires. Rising global tem-
peratures cause earlier snowmelt and frequent drought, creating longer wildfire seasons. 
The extreme temperatures and low humidity allow fires to ignite and spread quickly, mak-
ing forests more flammable. Lightning strikes have also been a cause, as well as human 
activity. 

These fires produce thick smoke plumes that are carried through wind patterns and 
spread across the Great Lakes region. This smoke pollutes the air, causing the air quality 
to reach unhealthy and hazardous levels. This poor air quality is harmful and especially 
impacts those with respiratory or heart conditions. 

Wildfires have long posed a big threat to the environment. They emit greenhouse gases 
that contribute to climate change and consequently make more frequent and intense wild-
fires. The loss of vegetation degrades soil and increases erosion. The destruction of the 
forests disrupts ecosystems and demolishes habitats. 

The recent wildfires directly show how the effects of climate change are more apparent 
now than ever. The consequences of human impact on the environment are not approach-
ing, but are here. We can help our planet by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions and 
environmental footprints. 

Planet 
Perspectives

by Alison Kozlowski

Stephen Schlaack Earns United  
Steelworkers District 1 Endorsement 

Letter to the Editor: 
Stephen Schlaack, Democratic candidate for Michigan State Representative in the 71st 

House District, has earned the endorsement of United Steelworkers District 1. 
“I’m honored to have the support of United Steelworkers District 1,” Schlaack said. 

“USW represents people who make things, fix things, move things, and keep whole sectors 
of our economy running. That work does not always happen in the spotlight, but Michigan 
does not function without it.” 

Schlaack, an Owosso native, has a professional background in supply chain, procure-
ment, healthcare, manufacturing, and systems improvement. He said the endorsement re-
flects the campaign’s focus on working families, strong communities, and practical 
representation in Lansing. 

“Working people are not just a line item. They are not a cost to be squeezed,” Schlaack 
said. “They are the reason anything works in the first place. I’m running because the 71st 
District deserves a representative who respects work, understands how systems actually 
function, and will stand up for the people who keep our communities moving.” 

Michigan’s 71st House 
District includes com-
munities across Shiawassee 
County and portions of 
Genesee and Saginaw 
counties, including Owosso, 
Corunna, Durand, Perry, 
Chesaning, Gaines, Argen-
tine Township, and parts of 
Mundy Township and Swartz 
Creek. 

United Steelworkers 
District 1

Editorial
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A Little  
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

Editorials are welcome.  200 words or less. 
Email to: news@meridianweekly.com.   

Must include name.

The Weekly  
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster 
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Editorial

OFFICE HOURS
Monday: Closed 
Tuesday: 8:30am - 12 Noon 
Wednesday: Thursday: 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday: Closed

The Meridian Weekly
Publisher: deb.price@meridianweekly.com 
News/General: news@meridianweekly.com 

Display Advertising: ads@meridianweekly.com

200 S. Main St., Ovid 
Phone: 989-834-2264 • Fax: 989-834-2066

CITY OF LAINGSBURG 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST 

FOR THE AUGUST PRIMARY ELECTION 
TO BE HELD AUGUST 4, 2026 

 
A public accuracy test for the AUGUST PRIMARY ELECTION to be held 
AUGUST 4, 2026, will be conducted on Wednesday, July 29, 2026, at 
9:00 a.m. in the City Hall Office located at 114 N. Woodhull Street, 
Laingsburg, Michigan. 
The public accuracy test is conducted to assure that the program and the 
computer being used to tabulate the ballots of the election are in confor-
mance with the procedures prescribed by law. 
 
Kim Hamilton 
Laingsburg City Clerk 

“That Awkward Silence” 
“This is the way of an adulterous woman: she eats and 

wipes her mouth, and says, ‘I have done no wrong 
(Proverbs 30:20).’” 

Weddings.  The worst part of “you have to go to” this 
wedding is the bored, silent strangers at your reception 
table.  It’s so awkward.  Try this ice-breaker: “Do you 
think you’ll go to Heaven when you die?”  Most folks as-
sume they’re not that bad.  It’s always, “I’m pretty good.”  
We assume…good people go to Heaven. 

But are we good?  We assume…sin is just being 
naughty, and God knows deep down we’re sorry and 
mostly good (compared to that stinker Putin).  We as-
sume…a Santa-God tousles our hair, winks us into 
Heaven, and says, “You tried your best.”  But by age 70, 
one sin a day is 25,550 sins (multiplied by the 117 billion 
who’ve ever lived and that’s a Titanic wink)! 

Judge Judy wouldn’t ignore 25,550 transgressions, but 
God will?  Our logic…nobody’s perfect.  God will make 
some accommodation.  We conjure up a Cosmic Scale to 
weigh our good and bad deeds, but do we need 25,551 
good works to make the cut?  Or 25,552 to be safe?  
Sounds silly to say aloud, and despite a record of 25,550 
wrongs, we still assume…we’re pretty good.    

We assume an awful lot.  Odd we don’t assume the 
Bible’s take: “Whoever keeps the whole Law and yet 
stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.”  
Guilty?  But I believe in God.  “The demons also believe, 
and shudder.”  If good works and believing doesn’t get us 
into Heaven, then…?  That awkward silence rears its ugly 
head again.   

Try this ice-breaker: “Why do you think Jesus had to 
die?”  It’s pretty important, so take your time, but not too 
much.  There’s still one more “you have to go to” event…
your own funeral. 

 
 

Faith 
Focus

by Phil Hopersberger 
www.TotallyWriteousCopy.com 

"The best writing service bard none."

Wildfires & Hotshots 
The Weekly Sportsman has been saving this review of 

three books released in 2025 about the increasing number 
of wildfires and those who combat them every day in the 
western United States. Now seems like an appropriate time 
to share all three books to help explain and put into context 
all the wildfire smoke that has been drifting south and mak-
ing recent days very uncomfortable and intolerable for 
Michigan residents to say the least. The three books are 
Hotshot: A Life on Fire by River Selby, Wildfire Days by 
Kelly Ramsey, and When it All Burns: Fighting Fire in a 
Transformed World by Jordan Thomas. The Weekly 
Sportsman burned, no pun intended, through all three 
books to read about the rigorous training and day to day 
work of Hotshots employed by the US Forest Service. 
Often considered the elite of those who fight wildfires they 
are highly trained wildland fire handcrews that perform 
some of the most demanding and hazardous tasks wildland 
firefighting and their profession requires the highest level 
of physical fitness and leadership. They are often consid-
ered the special ops or special forces of the firefighting pro-
fession. All three books meticulously cover the daily life 
of a Hotshot but also the changing cultural and climatic 
changes causing some of these gigantic and massive wild-
fires out west. Whether the fires have become more com-
mon due to the weather, budget cuts, or the lack of proper 
forest management the reader quickly becomes educated 
that this is a growing crisis. All three books of course have 
authors dealing with their own personal tragedies and back-
stories but if a reader can sift through all the information 
shared there is a lot that can be learned about the profession 
and resources required to fight wildfires. Probably the most 
interesting historical perspective comes from Thomas, a 
self proclaimed liberal, who is currently working on a PhD 
in anthropology. He spent a lot of the book discussing in-
digenous controlled burns that were commonplace cen-
turies ago in California which not only helped with forest 
management but also was a tool used in wild food produc-
tion. The Weekly Sportsman suggests reading all three to 
get a true balanced perspective of Hotshots and wildfires 
but also be prepared to read about some social issues that 
may be uncomfortable to some. 

 
-WS 

Another week has zoomed past and I haven’t gotten 
much done.  There are still weeds to be pulled and a garden 
to water…  And now I have a rather large limb from my 
weeping willow that gave me quite a scare.  It dropped 
from the top of the tree right after I had mowed under it.  It 
was rather spooky and a bit of a close call.  I thanked God 
that it missed me, must be I still have a few more purposes 
to be fulfilled.  I am blessed.  Last night was another learn-
ing experience for me…  I need to add more dirt to my 
raised beds and water them every other day.  Because my 
potato plants were dried out, I pulled them and had a nice 
pan of mini red Pontiacs for supper last night.  I may pull 
the rest tomorrow afternoon and have another bunch with 
butter and sprinkled with original ranch dressing.  It will 
be yummy.  Probably followed with a nice piece of musk-
melon.   

On Sunday morning my grandson, Celly borrowed my 
pickup to move some furniture from Port Huron to Lan-
sing.  The move went well and he returned the truck around 
eight in the evening.  I got to meet Gabby and thoroughly 
enjoyed our converstaion.  She enjoyed my cats and was 
happy that they had been able to use my truck.   (For-
tunately they didn’t need to remove the cap).  Which ac-
cording to them had a bigger bed and could handle more 
then they had expected.  They barely got out of here when 
I got a phone call about an available sofa with a queen sized 
foldout bed.  So I texted Celly and asked if they were in-
terested.  Surprisingly the were, and they are enthusiastic 
about the wine cask end tables and matching coffee table.  
I believe that everyone involved is happy.  So my pickup 
is making another trip on Monday morning.  I am glad that 
I don’t have to lift anything. 

Last Saturday was my birthday and I was taken out to 
lunch after the St John’s Farmer’s Market closed for the 
week.  Folks helped me to tear down and load the truck, I 
then stopped at the bank and went to the restaurant of our 
choice.  I had a very enjoyable day but was happy to get 
home for a nap.  I do admit that I was surprised at all the 
‘Birthday Wishes’ that a received on Facebook, the texts 
that I received and of course the cards.  Several made me 
laugh.  This Saturday my kids are giving me a ‘birthday 
party’ at the barn.  The food will be good and I do believe 
that there will be a lot of laughter.   

On Monday I got a tidy sunburn while I mowed the 
lawn.  I’m surprised that the top of my head wasn’t burned, 
I haven’t been able to find my hat since Isabella was here 
and took care of things.  I’d better dig through my tubs up-
stairs to find my other hats.  I have some baby clothes to 
drop off at the ‘Baby Pantry’ in Elsie, an outfit for Leigh 
Leigh, and a bag of yarn that Isabella left here.  I have 
started my Christmas shopping.  May your days be filled 
with blessings and opportunities, may God bless you, and 
smile. 

 
Crystal Mitchell©2026 
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Leslie Crowell-Powell D.D.S 
“Tooth Fairy”

Leslie Crowell-Powell D.D.S 
“Tooth Fairy”

Laingsburg Family Dental

231 E. Grand River, Laingsburg • 517-651-5029
HOURS: Mondays 10am-6pm • Tuesday-Thursday 9am-5pmHOURS: Mondays 10am-6pm • Tuesday-Thursday 9am-5pm

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
• Full Comprehensive Dentistry 
• From Cleaning to Extractions

   Venetian Blind Co. 
   of Mid-Michigan 10%  10%  

OFF 
ANY  

ORDER 
with this 
coupon

Everything for your windows 
except the view!

Eric Brown 
Certified Professional Installer

989-666-0445
VenetianBlindLLC@yahoo.com

208 W. High St.  
Ovid, MI 48866

CONCRETE & EXCAVATING

• Concrete Flatwork 
• 4’ Foundations 
• Driveways & Sidewalks 
• Stamped Patios 
• Pole Barns 

989-666-1839
Owner Doug Hall                                                         Owosso, MI

“No Shy Colleen” Authors 
Presentation at Ovid Library 

submitted by Elizabeth Rice 
The Ovid library will have 

a presentation  on August 11th 
at 1:00pm.  

Pat Commins and Eliza-
beth Rice will be discussing 
our new book, “No Shy Col-
leen”. 

This book contains stories 
about Irish immigrant women 
and/or their daughters in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. 
Some of the reasons these 
women came to America were to escape the devastating 
famine raging in Ireland, to find relief from political op-
pression, to experience religious freedom  and to leave lives 
of dire poverty. Some women traveled alone but many trav-
eled with their family, including very young children.  

In America, these women often had to step outside the 
usual occupations that social norms deemed appropriate for 
women during this time. Many of these women cared for 
their children and managed a household. Additionally, they 
became farmers, ranchers, miners, shopkeepers, business-
women, teachers, nurses, doctors, social and labor activists, 
factory workers as well as many other professions.  

We are pleased to present an overview of these true 
stories-one story from each of the fifty United States and 
Washington, D.C. The stories illustrate the women’s cou-
rage, fortitude, loyalty to their families as well as their in-
tegrity and ingenuity. We think listeners will agree these 
women were ‘no shy colleens . 

The authors will have books available for sale. As well, 
there will be copies of the authors’ first book, “Irish Immi-
grants in Michigan: A History in Stories”. Their first book 
details true stories of Irish immigrants who settled in Mich-
igan in the 19th century.  

Pat Commins was born in Ardee, County Louth, Ire-
land. He is a retired teacher and administrator who studied 
in St. Mary’s College, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, Lon-
don and University College Dublin. Pat has traveled widely 
throughout his career.  

Elizabeth Rice is a retired teacher who lives in Michi-
gan. Elizabeth graduated with a B.A. from Albion College. 
She earned an M.A. from the University of Michigan. She 
has a keen interest in people and their stories. Elizabeth has 
been listening to family stories from a young age, which 

inspired her to become a 
writer. She is captivated by 
learning life lessons from 
simple experiences, people 
she meets, nature, and unex-
pected encounters. 

Wilson Thicket Brings Their 
Virtuosic Program to St. 

Johns on July 29th 
submitted by Bill Tennant 
W i l s o n 

Thicket, one 
of the pre-
mier string 
bands in the 
Midwest, will 
be bringing 
their virtuosic 
acoustic jour-
ney in three-
part harmony to St Johns for an exciting performance on 
Wednesday evening, July 29 at 7:00. This “not to be 
missed” concert will take place at the William E. Tennant 
Performance Shell in the beautiful St. Johns City Park. 

Wilson Thicket has the soul of an Appalachian string 
band, but there is more to this Thicket than just a patch of 
bluegrass. They combine a hand-picked group of top 
singers, instrumentalists, and songwriters that Michigan 
has to offer, with decades of performing experience under 
their collective belts. Old school favorites, creative covers, 
and dynamic original songs are all delivered with captivat-
ing vocals and creative instrumental mastery. This music 
has plenty of roots and lots of grass. There may be some 
thorns, but also some flowers. Welcome to the thicket.  

“This is one of our exciting repeat groups this year,” 
explains Bill Tennant, concert coordinator. “This band does 
it all – the great harmonies – outstanding instrumentalists 
– this, along with their great program that includes some 
bluegrass, but much much more – Wilson Thicket is defi-
nitely a group everyone will thoroughly enjoy – they are 
the real deal!” 

Individually, all four members of Wilson Thicket are 
excellent award-winning musicians in their own right. But 
collectively, they feed off of each other rising to new 
heights. Jason Dennie (Mandolin/Guitar/Vocals) is a three-
time Cammy Award Winner for Best Folk/Bluegrass In-
strumentalists. Aaron Markovitz (Guitar/Mandolin/Vocals) 
won a Detroit music award for outstanding recording with 
the group Escaping Pavement’s “The Night Owl.” Keith 
Billik (Banjo/Vocals) is the creator and host of The Picky 
Fingers Banjo Podcast, a show listened to by banjo enthu-
siasts worldwide. Scott Kendall (Upright Bass) has been 
playing in bluegrass bands for most of his adult life plus 
other groups vested in a wide variety of musical styles.  

The Concert in the Park series is co-sponsored by the 
Clinton County Arts Council and the City of St Johns. We 
are also acknowledging The Butler Financial Group at this 
concert. We are grateful for their support as a season spon-
sor again this year!   

Bring a chair or blanket – visit the Lion’s Club Food 
Trailer - the concert takes 
place rain or shine. The con-
cert is free, but donations are 
greatly appreciated and 
needed to support the series 
each year.  

So, set your GPS to 801 
W Park St, and enjoy an 
evening of music you won’t 
soon forget! The CCAC re-
ceives funding from the 
Michigan Council for Arts & 
Cultural affairs and the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts. 

Metal Roofi ng
Flat Roofi ng

Shingle Roofi ng
Siding
Gutters

702 N. Washington St., Owosso

•• 989-634-1205 ••

A roof over your head is 
     the most important aspect 
            of your homeFULL GUARANTEE

FROM START TO FINISH

Metal Roofing • Flat Roofing • Shingle

Roofing • Siding • Gutters

A roof over your head is 
the most important aspect 
of your home

702 N. Washington St., Owosso

•• 989-634-1205••
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There’s more
in 24!

August 4-10, 2024!

Can’t wait
to see you at

the Fair!

“FAMILY, 
FRIENDS & FUN”

August 9-15, 20261-800-STAY-DRY ESTIMATES
Basement Waterproofing
FOUNDATION REPAIR 

CRAWL SPACES
517-327-3446

FREE
WORKING MAN’S FRIEND

224 Cedar St. • Elsie 
“Your Neighborhood Hardware Store”

989-398-1008 
Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm; Sat: 10am-4pm 

• Home Improvement • Tools •  Plumbing  
• Electrical AND SO MUCH MORE

Ovid Carriage Days 2026

Photos by Dean Paxton and  
Carriage Days Committee 
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Elsie and Ovid-Elsie High All School Reunion 
submitted by Kella Carter 
A wonderful time was had at the Elsie 

and Ovid-Elsie High All School Reunion 
on July 12th  by former students from the 
Elsie and the Ovid-Elsie High Schools. 
Everyone celebrated and shared mem-
ories, long-lasting friendships, and the 
school’s enduring place in our com-
munities. 

 Our unique history was created by 
two villages, who at the time were arch-
rivals in sports, being six miles apart, 
coming together for the good of the com-
munities, then building  a consolidated 
high school in the middle of a cornfield. Who else can say that!?! History and memories 
sure have been made by the original Ovid and Elsie High Schools and then after becoming 
Ovid-Elsie High School. 

During the reunion, there were several classmates who had known each other since 
kindergarten, or 4th grade, 7th grade or other times, laughing and reminiscing about so 
many memories. They may not see each other that often but it sure was wonderful to con-

nect, at the Elsie Legion Hall. The event 
welcomed Elsie graduates from 1952 
all the way to Ovid-Elsie graduates of 
2007.  A delicious meal was prepared 
by Country Spice Catering. Thank you 
to Dana Blank and her two students 
who did an interesting presentation of 
what O-E students are doing to impact 
our world outside of O-E.  Thank you 
to Kirk Baese for being the MC and 
bringing his fun game, Name That 
Tune. A special thank you to the com-
mittee who were behind the scenes: Pat 

Courtier Jorae, Rita Allen Boyd, Caroline Woodard Long and Kella Carter.  
If you could not make it this time, don’t miss out and plan to attend next time in 2028! 
For this fun event to continue, more people ARE NEEDED to join the planning com-

mittee. It is fun to get together, and more hands make easy work. We especially need any 
suggestions on how to get the word out to people. You can get more information about 
helping and with any suggestions please contact Carolyn Long at: 989-277-4826. 

Victor Township 
Clinton County, Michigan 

6843 E. Alward Road, Laingsburg, MI 48848 
Proposed Board Minutes of July 14, 2026 

 
The regular board meeting of Victor Township was called to order by Supervisor Wiswasser at 7:01 p.m.   
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by a roll call of Board members in attendance.    
Present:  Wiswasser, Willoughby, Pesch, Prange.  11 citizens were present.   
Public Comment: none 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Prange, seconded by Pesch, to approve July 14, 2026, agenda.  
Motion carried unanimously.    
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Pesch, seconded by Wiswasser, to approve June 9, 2026,   regular board 
meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.    
Treasurer's Report: Motion by Prange, seconded by Pesch, to accept the July 2026 Treasurer's report. Motion 
carried unanimously.    
Approval of Bills and Payroll: Motion by Willoughby, seconded by Pesch, to disburse June 2026 bills. (Paid 
July 14, 2026) Roll call: Members voting yes: Pesch, Willoughby, Prange, Wiswasser.  Motion carried. Checks # 
12897-12917, in the amount of $340,696.85.  (This includes payment to hall renovation & park project.)  
Motion by Willoughby, seconded by Prange, to disburse June 2026 payroll and payroll related expenses. (Paid 
July 14, 2026). Roll call: Members voting yes: Willoughby, Pesch, Prange.   Motion carried. Checks # 13382-
13390 in the amount of $16,254.70. 
Sayles entered the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
Commissioner Fickes Report:   
o The Commissioners reported to the Department of Treasury Clinton County’s taxable value at $4,252,719,966 
o The Opioid Settlement Advisory Steering Committee appointment recommendations first meeting will be  
in August.  
o Work to fill Planner and Deputy Administrator positions continues. 
o Broadband Taskforce met on June 29 and reported that the ROBIN grant funded construction will be completed 
this summer. Over 3200 locations will be connected to high-speed internet.  BEAD funded construction will begin 
later in the year which will connect another 3000+ locations. 
o The Commissioners approved rezoning requests to realign county park properties. 
o The commissioner meetings are recorded and can be located on the Clinton County website, clinton-county.org  
and on YouTube. 
Planning Commission Report:  The Planning Commission updated the board on the township historical group, 
main hall updates, and the master plan survey and updates.  They will continue to review the last masterplan and 
add or make changes to the new plan.  
Laingsburg Public Library:  The library has sent the proposed library agreement to the Townships of Sciota, 
Woodhull, Victor, and the City of Laingsburg to create a library district.  Also proposed is a district-wide millage to 
cover the amount required by the State of Michigan to qualify for state aid and services. They are hoping to place 
the proposal on the ballot November 3, 2026.   
In the meantime, the Library is open and has many programs to offer people of all ages. See www.laingsburg.mi-
chlibrary.org for up-to-date information or check out the Laingsburg Public Library on Facebook. 
Briggs District Library:  Briggs District Library offers many programs for all ages.  There is a millage  on the  
August Primary Ballot to renew the expiring millage. See briggsdistrictlibrary.org or call 989-224-4702 for more 
information. 
Cemetery Director:  The mausoleum has been taken down, and the area will be assigned to burial spaces for 
sale. 
Pesch left the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 
Maintenance and Facilities: 
New bathroom accessories/hardware are being installed in the park restrooms. 
o The floors and tiles have been cleaned. 
o Drain issue in Parking lot is being addressed 
Unfinished Business:   
Park Project: Things are going as expected and are keeping to the schedule. 
Hall Project:  Discussion was held regarding replacing the existing drinking fountain with  a high-low water 
cooler with bottle filler as part of the building project.  Parts are unavailable for the existing fountain.  Motion by 
Wiswasser, seconded by Sayles to add the proposed drinking fountain to the hall building project in the amount 
of $3,465.00.  Roll call:  Members voting yes:  Prange, Willoughby, Wiswasser, Sayles.  Motion carried. 
GOGov Mobile App Coming Soon! 
In addition to the township's website, Victor Township will soon offer a mobile app, Victor Township Connect,  
providing residents with another convenient way to stay informed. 
With the app, residents can customize the notifications they receive by selecting the topics that matter most to 
them.  Victor Township Connect will officially launch on August 7, 2026. 
More information, including download details, will be available on the township website at victortownship.org. 
Round Lake Weeds: The process is underway to create a special district to collect monies for weed control at 
Round Lake. 
New Business:   
Laingsburg Library Agreement: Discussion regarding the submitted agreement from the Laingsburg Public  
Library.  There were questions raised by the board regarding the wording of the agreement. Motion by Sayles 
and seconded by Wiswasser to table acting on this agreement until the Victor Township Board can get further 
clarification from our attorney and he can review the agreement with the other attorneys involved in this agree-
ment.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Motion by Wiswasser, seconded by Sayles to adjourn at: 9:21 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.     
Copies of Contracts, Resolutions, Agreements, Budget Amendments, and Minutes are on the  
Victor Township Website (www.victortwp.org) and at the Clerk’s office in the Township Hall. 
  
Lianne Prange     
Victor Township ,Clerk          

The Meridian Weekly

Phone: 989-834-2264 
 •  Fax: 989-834-2066 
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news@meridianweekly.com 
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Display Advertising:  

ads@meridianweekly.com 
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CLINTON COUNTY LEGALS
SHORT FORECLOSURE 
NOTICE - CLINTON 
COUNTY Notice of Foreclo-
sure by Advertisement. Notice is 
given under section 3212 of the 
revised judicature act of 1961, 
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212, 
that the following mortgage will 
be foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some 
part of them, at a public auction 
sale to the highest bidder for 
cash or cashier’s check at the 
place of holding the circuit court 
in Clinton County, starting 
promptly at 10:00 AM, on Au-
gust 26, 2026. The amount due 
on the mortgage may be greater 
on the day of the sale. Placing 
the highest bid at the sale does 
not automatically entitle the pur-
chaser to free and clear own-
ership of the property. A 
potential purchaser is encour-
aged to contact the county reg-
ister of deeds office or a title 
insurance company, either of 
which may charge a fee for this 
information. MORTGAGE: 
Mortgagor(s): Heath M Colley, 
A Married Man Original Mort-
gagee: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
("MERS"), solely as nominee 
for Quicken Loans, LLC, its 
successors and assigns Date of 
mortgage: July 12, 2021 
Recorded on July 16, 2021, in 
Document No. 5312893, Fore-
closing Assignee (if any): 
Rocket Mortgage, LLC, fka 
Quicken Loans, LLC Amount 
claimed to be due at the date 
hereof: Two Hundred Ninety-
Nine Thousand Three Hundred 
Seventy-Two and 07/100 Dol-
lars ($299,372.07) Mortgaged 
premises: Situated in Clinton 
County, and described as: A 
PARCEL OF LAND IN THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 22, TOWNSHIP 7 
NORTH, RANGE 2 WEST, 
BINGHAM TOWNSHIP, CLIN-

TON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, 
DESCRIBED AS: BEGINNING 
ON THE SOUTH LINE OF 
SAID SECTION 22, 1766.50 
FEET EAST OF THE SOUTH-
WEST CORNER OF SAID 
SECTION 22; THENCE EAST 
ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE 
OF SECTION 22, 200.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 378.75 
FEET, THENCE WEST 200.00 
FEET, THENCE SOUTH 
378.75 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. Commonly 
known as 1275 E Parks Rd, 
Saint Johns, MI 48879 The re-
demption period will be 6 month 
from the date of such sale, un-
less abandoned under MCL 
600.3241a, in which case the re-
demption period will be 30 days 
from the date of such sale, or 15 
days from the MCL 
600.3241a(b) notice, whichever 
is later; or unless extinguished 
pursuant to MCL 600.3238. If 
the above referenced property is 
sold at a foreclosure sale under 
Chapter 32 of Act 236 of 1961, 
under MCL 600.3278, the bor-
rower will be held responsible to 
the person who buys the prop-
erty at the mortgage foreclosure 
sale or to the mortgage holder 
for damaging the property dur-
ing the redemption period. At-
tention homeowner: If you are a 
military service member on ac-
tive duty, if your period of active 
duty has concluded less than 90 
days ago, or if you have been or-
dered to active duty, please con-
tact the attorney for the party 
foreclosing the mortgage at the 
telephone number stated in this 
notice. Rocket Mortgage, LLC 
Mortgagee/Assignee Schneider-
man & Sherman P.C. 23938 Re-
search Dr, Suite 300 Farmington 
Hills, MI 48335 248.539.7400 
 
1599780 
(07-26)(08-16)

SHORT FORECLOSURE 
NOTICE - CLINTON 
COUNTY Notice of Foreclo-
sure by Advertisement. Notice is 
given under section 3212 of the 
revised judicature act of 1961, 
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212, 
that the following mortgage will 
be foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some 
part of them, at a public auction 
sale to the highest bidder for 
cash or cashier’s check at the 
place of holding the circuit court 
in Clinton County, starting 
promptly at 10:00 AM, on Au-
gust 19, 2026. The amount due 
on the mortgage may be greater 
on the day of the sale. Placing 
the highest bid at the sale does 
not automatically entitle the pur-
chaser to free and clear own-
ership of the property. A 
potential purchaser is encour-
aged to contact the county reg-
ister of deeds office or a title 
insurance company, either of 
which may charge a fee for this 
information. MORTGAGE: 
Mortgagor(s): Catherine Alex-
ander, A Single Woman and 
Bradley Lewis Parish, A Single 
Man As Joint Tenants with Full 
Rights of Survivorship Original 
Mortgagee: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
("MERS"), solely as nominee 
for lender and lender`s succes-
sors and assigns Date of mort-
gage: April 3, 2025 Recorded on 
April 4, 2025, in Document No. 
5353001, Foreclosing Assignee 
(if any): Lakeview Loan Servic-
ing, LLC Amount claimed to be 
due at the date hereof: One Hun-
dred Forty-Eight Thousand One 
Hundred Ninety-Five and 
87/100 Dollars ($148,195.87) 
Mortgaged premises: Situated in 
Clinton County, and described 
as: Commencing 938.4 feet West 

of the center of Lansing Street 
on the South line of Park Avenue 
in the City of St Johns, Clinton 
County, Michigan, running 
thence South 10 rods, thence 
East 50 feet, thence North 10 
rods, thence West to the place of 
beginning, all in Section 17, 
Town 7 North, Range 2 West, 
Clinton County Records. Com-
monly known as 607 W Park St, 
Saint Johns, MI 48879 The re-
demption period will be 6 month 
from the date of such sale, un-
less abandoned under MCL 
600.3241a, in which case the re-
demption period will be 30 days 
from the date of such sale, or 15 
days from the MCL 
600.3241a(b) notice, whichever 
is later; or unless extinguished 
pursuant to MCL 600.3238. If 
the above referenced property is 
sold at a foreclosure sale under 
Chapter 32 of Act 236 of 1961, 
under MCL 600.3278, the bor-
rower will be held responsible to 
the person who buys the prop-
erty at the mortgage foreclosure 
sale or to the mortgage holder 
for damaging the property dur-
ing the redemption period. At-
tention homeowner: If you are a 
military service member on ac-
tive duty, if your period of active 
duty has concluded less than 90 
days ago, or if you have been or-
dered to active duty, please con-
tact the attorney for the party 
foreclosing the mortgage at the 
telephone number stated in this 
notice. Lakeview Loan Servic-
ing, LLC Mortgagee/Assignee 
Schneiderman & Sherman P.C. 
23938 Research Dr, Suite 300 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335 
248.539.7400 
 
1599135 
(07-19)(08-09)

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential 

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning 
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Respite Volunteers of  
Shiawassee Silent Auction, 

Volunteer Celebration 
 & Annual Meeting 

submitted by Helen Rathbun 
The Respite Vol-

unteers of Shiawassee’s 
Silent Auction, Volunteer 
Celebration and Annual 
Meeting is Thurs. August 
6th at Fortitude Farms & 
Events Clubhouse, begin-
ning at 4:30 pm. All Res-
pite Volunteers are invited, 
RSVP needed by July 
29th. Volunteer’s tickets 
are complimentary thanks 
to the following sponsor-
ships; $1000 Sponsors-
Hemenway Business 
Service, Jackie Hurd, Ho-
rizon Bank, the Family of C. Diz and Muriel Clark, in 
Memory of C. Diz & Muriel Clark. $500 Sponsors; Mow-
inski Financila & Youngs Owosso, $300 Sponsor Midwest 
Bus.  

The event is open to members, volunteers, families 
served by the program, and the public. To purchase tickets, 
$25 per person (if not a volunteer), RSVP by July 29th but 
sooner if possible, 989-725-1127   office@respitevol-
unteers.org 

 Some of our Silent Auction items are: Pair of Jan Dorer 
watercolors, 2 wooden bowls made by Lee Stevens, one is 
a River Pattern Bowl, Fawn photo & Eagle photo plaques 
with clock made by Ron Raines, State of Michigan Basket 
with delicious items from Copper Top Country Store from 
Andrea Meyers, Sparty cutting board made by John Bres-
sette, Perry Shell Gas Station framed photo by George 
Nama, Colorful 32 in x 48 in quilt from Owosso Crazy 
Quilters, Bright Colored Star Pattern Baby Blanket made 
by Donna Nault, Angel Gift Basket with 2 vintage Napco 
Angels, Vintage Hand Carved Elephant Soapstone Vase, 
Just Love Art -Tea Light & Gift Certificate for class or pro-
ducts from Dede Rafaelli, Brighton Bling Jewelry, David 
Vaughn framed print, MSU, U of M, & Detroit Tigers Sa-
chels made by Pam Malaska, Stero Boom Box made by 
Don Giffei, Fleece Sailboat pattern throw, 1 Dozen Deli-
cious Homemade Cookies for a year by Kathy Raines, & 
much more. Some photos are posted on the website and 
facebook. Please come to our office for the entire printed 
list.  

Slate of officers: Brent Mowinski, Chairperson, Rev. 
Tony Moore Vice-Chairperson, Lori Chant, Treasurer, and 
Penny Corbin, Secretary 

Renewing Board Members: Lori Chant, Penny Corbin, 
Kathy Raines, Brent Mowinski, & Pastor Katie Wallen.  

Other board members include; Cody Chapman & Re-
becca Napier  

Respite Volunteers of Shiawassee provides services to 
adults with health challenges (primarily seniors) in Shia-
wassee and help to their family caring for them. Respite 
Volunteer staff schedule home visits to provide; infor-
mation about all the in home and senior services available, 
home safety suggestions, case management, and matches 
each person with their own volunteer to visit, usually 
weekly for 1-3 hours. Volunteers are matched with one per-
son, and provide friendly visiting. For information, to 
request services, and to learn about volunteer opportunities, 
please call 989-725-1127 

Aug. 7th-9th

SHIAWASSEE

COUNTY FAIR
Aug. 9th - 15th
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Thornton & Sons 
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms  
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder 
Lead Certified Renovator 

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY 
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People 

Find What They’re Looking For!

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561 

 3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Miller/Bartz 
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations 
Ovid 

834-2733 
Owosso 

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $25 for a single directory or $35 for a  
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a  
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service  
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid 
(989) 834-5031

FERRALL’S 
TREE

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc. In Business

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Holes - N - More - LLC
6 in. 12 in. 18 in.  24 in. 30 in. Holes

Bobcat Service of All Types

“Your Hole is Our Goal” 
Insured

Ron Keck

Cell 517-896-5261

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace 
New Concrete Flat Work 
Preparation for Concrete

1

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

STEEL ROOFS & SIDEWALLS

JOHN REURINK - 616-481-0703 or 616-527-3635

Save your old 
barn and give 
it a new look!

Free estimates

29

1

1

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

2026 GOLF OUTING REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Name:_____________________________Phone:_________________Email:__________________ 

Name:_____________________________Phone:_________________Email:__________________ 

Name:_____________________________Phone:_________________Email:__________________ 

Name:_____________________________Phone:_________________Email:__________________ 

Make Checks Payable To:   LAINGSBURG LIONS CLUB 
Send Payments To:   6858 Vic tor ia  Shore Dr .  -  La ingsburg,  MI  48848 

You can pay wi th  Venmo -  @TERRYFOREGOLF 
***  DEADLINE -  AUGUST 1  2026 * * *  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

TERRY FRAIDENBURG 
terryforegolf@gmail.com - 517-881-6315 

MARY PERRIEN 
perrien41@msn.com - 989-251-8517 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT 

BEAR LAKE  CAMP 
www.bearlakecamp.org 

LIONS OF MICHIGAN 
FOUNDATION 
www.lmsf.net 

UM Health-Sparrow Earns Nation’s  
Highest Stroke Care Honors for Ninth 

Straight  Year 
submitted by John Foren 
LANSING, Mich. – University of Michigan Health-Sparrow has once again received 

the American Heart Association’s highest recognition for stroke care, earning the Get with 
the Guidelines®-Stroke Gold Plus achievement award. 

The designation marks the ninth consecutive year UM Health-Sparrow has secured 
the Gold Plus status, a streak that places it among the nation’s elite programs for treating 
the fifth-leading cause of death and a leading cause of disability in the U.S. 

As the only comprehensive stroke center in Mid-Michigan, UM Health-Sparrow pro-
vides a spectrum of care, from emergency transport to post-discharge follow-up. 

“This recognition reflects the unwavering commitment of our entire stroke team to 
deliver the right care, at the right time, every single time,” said Ann Marie Creed, President 
of UM Health-Sparrow Lansing. “When a stroke strikes, our team has proven year after 
year that we can meet that challenge at the highest national standard.” 

UM Health-Sparrow was also named to the Target: Type 2 Diabetes Honor Roll, ac-
knowledging success in reducing stroke risk among diabetic patients. 

Stroke occurs when a blood vessel carrying oxygen and nutrients to the brain is 
blocked by a clot or bursts, killing brain cells. Early detection and treatment are critical 
to improving survival, minimizing long-term disability and accelerating recovery. 

UM Health-Sparrow’s stroke center includes rapid-response ambulance protocols, 
24/7 neurology coverage and highly specialized providers, ensuring that patients receive 
specialized care without the delays of long-distance transport. 

For more information about stroke services, risk factors and warning signs, visit 
UofMHealthSparrow.org/Stroke.
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CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY
AUCTION

Parker Estate Auction Bid-
ding open  
@JohnPeckAuctions.com. 
Chevy High Country Silver-
ado, Premier Pontoon, Hus-
tler mower, antiques, 
collectibles, sporting goods. 
Sale pickup olivet, MI. 
Award winning auctioneers 
since 1979. John Peck  
Auctions 989-345-4866                           
CPM                                              
-------------------------------------- 

AMISH-built storage sheds 
starting at $2,500. We de-
liver anywhere in Michigan!  
Call 989-832-1866. Dan-
DanTheMattressMan.com          
CPM 
------------------------------------ 

BUILDING

BUILT RITE POLE BUILD-
INGS State-wide. Prices 
starting at - 24x40x10 - 
$18,300.00.  30x40x10 -
$20,400.00.  Erected on 
your site.  Call for price not 
shown on any size building 
or go to  
www.builtritepolebuildingsmi.com
. Or call 989-259-2015 or 
989-600-1010 or  
9 8 9 - 3 2 4 - 0 0 3 5 .                     
CPM 
------------------------------------ 

BUSINESS SERVICES
METAL ROOFING regular and 
shingle style, HALF OFF SPE-
CIAL COLORS! Lifetime hail 
asphalt shingles. Vinyl siding. 
Licensed and insured builders 
for 40 years.  AMISH CREW.  
888-530-1219.              CPM     
-------------------—------------------ 

Good Dry Firewood For 
Sale: $65 per face cord. 
Plus Delivery 
FERRALL’S FIREWOOD: 
Family owned & operated for 
over 45 years. 
(989) 862-4453;  
(989) 666-0561  
(call or text cell).         1765tf                    

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

HANDYMAN: Leaf removal, 
eavestrough cleaning, 
power washing (houses & 
decks), or other odd jobs, 
painting (exterior & interior). 
Call Miller & Sons today 
517-881-9977 or Linda  
517-449-3261.             1687tf                   

OUTDOOR FURNACE
WOOD HEAT:  

Easy to operate and 
maintain. Central Boiler 
Certified, Classic Edge, 
Titanium HDX, Outdoor 
Wood Furnace: Call 
Today,  Valentine Enter-
pise. (989) 862-5972.             
E l s i e ,  M I                              
9/30/26 
-----------------------------------
- 

J & M WELL DRILLING & 
Service, Inc. Emergency 
Service. Perry 517-675-5956 
Owosso 989-743-5626 
Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC 
Well Drilling, Well Repairs, 
Pumps and Tanks, Chlorinat-
ing and Testing. www.water-
helpnow.com.  TF          

SERVICES

ECO-FRIENDLY POND & 
LAKE  weed removal tools. 
Veteran made in Michigan. 
Visit our website 
www.WeedGatorProducts.c
om or call 989-529-3992. 
5% discount code GATOR5.                     
                                1829tf 
-------------------—-------------- 

POND/LAKE

Call or Email The Weekly to  
get your ad here! 
989-834-2264 

Ads@MeridianWeekly.com

NEWLY REFURNISHED HALL: 
$650 and $350 for 1/2 hall rental. 
St. Johns K of C. Call rental agent 
Diane Smith (989) 227-2233 or 
(989) 620-1693.                 EOW 
-------------------------------------------- 
ELSIE: Elsie American Legion 
Hall Rental. 220 S. Ovid, St., Elsie. 
Call for more information  
989-494-6987.           1538 EOW 
--------------------------------------------

HALL RENTALS

Classic Car Estate  
Auction.  
Bidding open  
@JohnPeckAuctions.com. 
Restored 1930 Ford Model 
A Truck, 1929 Ford Model A 
Sport Coupe, 2006 Chevy 
Corvette, Harley Davidson, 
2019 Chevy Colorado. Sale 
location Charlotte 48813. 
John Peck Auctions  
989-345-4866.             CPM  
-------------------------------------- 

MISCELLANEOUS
ADJUSTABLE BED Brand 
New with mattress. Made in 
U.S.A, in plastic, with war-
ranty. Retail Cost $3,995.00 
sacrifice for $875.00 Call for 
showing or delivery: 
DanDanTheMattressMan.co
m. 989-923-1278.        CPM  
-------------------—-------------- 

FURNITURE

No more cleaning out 
gutters.  Guaranteed! Call 
LeafFilter today 1-844-369-
2501 to schedule FREE in-
spection, no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors, military save ad-
ditional 10%. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty, offer details. CPM                   
------------------------------------- 
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-691-4117 today!   
                                        CPM 
-------------------------------------

MASSIVE ONLINE  
ESTATE AUCTION 
featuring rare antique signs, 
WWII militaria, Fenton 
glass, Jadeite, coins, petro-
liana, vintage toys, much 
more. Don’t miss out! Bid 
today at SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com 
or call 1-800-835-0495-x2.     
CPM                                             
-------------------------------------- 

LENON ELECTRIC & SON: 
989-640-5169. Residential, 
Commercial. Emergency Calls. 
24 Hour Service. Licensed & In-
sured.                     EOW 
---------------------------------------- 

ELECTRICAL

Collectible Coin Online 
Auction.  
Bidding open  
@JohnPeckAuctions.com. 
NGC graded coins, mint 
sets, gold, Peace dollars, 
Liberty's, Eagle's, Indian 
heads, antique silver coins. 
Nationwide shipping avail-
able. Offices Gladwin & 
Charlotte. Call    
989-345-4866.            CPM   
-------------------------------------- 
Multiple Public Online 
Auctions.   
Firearms, RC cars & acces-
sories, baseball cards, mili-
tary collectibles, beer signs, 
antiques, fishing gear and 
much more. Bid now at 
ColesAuctionService.com. 
Questions, need an auc-
tion? Call               
810-397-3199.           CPM    
-------------------------------------- 

NEED AN ESTATE SALE? 
Call Treasure’s Estate Sale. Ask 
for Dave. 517721-1784.  1848 
---------------------------------------- 

ESTATE SALE

Applebee Oil 
& Propane
108 N. Mill St., 

 Ovid

989-834-2828 or 
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN 
LIVESTOCK 

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid 

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates 

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects 
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping  
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $25 for a single directory or $35 for a  

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a  

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY 
The Weekly Service Directory... 

Where People Find What They’re 
Looking For!

MIDSTATE SALES AND SERVICE
Outdoor Power Equipment

3251 W. M-21 
St. Johns, MI 48879 
(989) 224-2711 
(800) 582-8152 
(989) 224-1781 Fax 
email:mehney@frontier.com

P O W E R   T O O L S

www.midstatesalesandservice.com

2

Doody Well Drilling
New Wells (Steel & Plastic) • Clean Water Systems  

• Certified Pump Repair • Well Replacement & Repair
State of Michigan #1616 Full Insured

517-651-5914 
5624 W. Grand River Rd. 

LAINGSBURG

Name  
Brand Pumps  

& Tanks

Josh Bursley, Owner 
(517) 899-6918 

Ovid

Residental and Light  
Commercial Plumbing

Established 2024

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates

www.bursleyplumbing.com

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

DECK & PORCH
• Repair • Removal • Disposal 

 
NEW BUILDS &  

OTHER HOME REPAIRS 
 

Call (989) 640-9328 
20 Years Experience
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Clinton County 89th 4-H Fair

Hub Tire CenterHub Tire Center
819 N. US-27 • St. Johns, MI •  989-224-3218

www.hubtires.com Hours: M-F 8am-5:30pm

FREE Local Pick-Up and Delivery (Excludes Free Services) 
Join The Hub Club Today...Ask for Details

Our Certified Service Technicians Specialize In:
• Brakes • Exhaust • Lift Kits • Level Kits • Suspension   

• Alignments  • Transmission Fluid Changes  • Oil Changes 
• Air Conditioning (any model)  • Electrical Diagnostic 

• Diesel Engine Repair (light & medium) • Diesel After Treatment 
Systems • Heavy Duty Trucks • Brake Chambers • Air Suspen-
sions/Air Springs • Large Truck Brakes • Turbo Replacements  

• Gas Engines Repair (light & medium) • DOT Inspections

Good Luck 4-Hers

MILLER’S 
REDI-MIX

6218 S. Wright Rd. 
Westphalia 

(989) 587-6511

SUNDAY, JULY 26TH
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