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LAINGSBURG -- As 
the Laingsburg Lions Club 
nears its 80th year as a major 
community service organiza-
tion, the members paused on 
June 11 to reflect, move for-
ward, honor its own and wel-
come new members. 

The event was annual 
Charter Night, held this time 
at the American Legion -- a 
close partner of the Laings-
burg Lions -- with a large 
crowd in attendance. 

Since the organization’s 
founding on June 23, 1948, 
the Laingsburg Lions Club 
has been a pillar of com-
munity service in Laingsburg 
and surrounding areas like 
Lake Victoria and Scenic 
Lake. Generations of res-
idents have joined, some re-
maining dedicated members 
for over 50 years. The moti-
vation is simple—Lions want 
the community to be a place of pride, a place where fam-
ilies thrive, and a place where neighbors support one 
another. Being a Lion means making a difference and shap-
ing Laingsburg into one of the best communities to call 
home. 

The membership increases with three new welcomees 
in 2026, Molly Weigel and Tresha and Tony Neff. Lions of 
Michigan Foundation (LMF) chairman Chad McCann, rep-
resenting District 11C-2, reminded the Lions of their focus 
and creed during his opening remarks. The Lions and Lion-
ess Clubs are the largest service organization in the world, 
with over 1.4 million members across 46,000 clubs in more 
than 200 countries. Yet, the  primary focus remains right 
here in Laingsburg. 

“We are a hands-on, action-oriented organization, of-

Gail Gealser was feted 
as Lion of the Year, for 
stepping into the role as 
the club's treasurer and 
delivering with ded-
ication and drive that 
helped the Laingsburg 
club thrive in 2025 and 
2026. She received the 
prestigious award from 
current president Nick 
Holtman.

Many Lion members devote 
valuable time and effort in 
the Lions creed - “We Serve”. 
Larry L (Sparky) Sparkes was 
one of those incredibly de-
voted Lions. His commitment 
to the Laingsburg Lions Club 

and community was never ending, and the Merit Award 
was established in his Honor. This select individual rep-
resents an outstanding performance or achievement that 
embodies on the footsteps of the late Larry Sparkes. 
Above, his daughter Lori presents the 2026 award to cur-
rent president Nick Holtman.

Geasler is Lion of the Year as Laingsburg Club  
Celebrates Charter Night

fering com-
m u n i t y -
m i n d e d 
individuals 
a chance to 
c o n n e c t , 
serve, and 
create last-
ing friend-
ships. The 
impact ex-
tends bey-
o n d 
Laingsburg, 
supporting 
critical state and national initiatives that improve lives,” 
McCann related. 

The gathering enjoyed a delicious steak and baked po-
tato dinner. Current president Nick Holtman gave praise 
for the over $52,000 raised in the community this year, then 

outlined his plans moving for-
ward through 2026 and into 
2027. Among those plans is a 
major community project, to 
be announced at a later date.

(L to R) Club president Nick Holtman, new 
member Molly Weigel, new member Tresha 
Neff, new member Tony Neff, membership 
sponsor Gail Geasler and District 11C-2 
representative Chad McCann.

by Deb Price 
Former Ovid-

Elsie High School 
students, Tyler & 
Roselie (Snook) 
Beard have opened a 
used book store in 
downtown Ovid. The 
couple started an on-
line bookstore out of 
their Lansing home. 
They outgrew the 
space and decided to 
come home and look 
for an empty space on 
Main Street. They found that space at 111 S. Main Street 
in downtown Ovid (formerly Inspiration Station). 

The bookstore features used books, DVD’s, CD’s, VHS 
and a large selection of posters. The couple both have retail 
experience working for Gilbert’s Hardware in DeWitt and 
are excited about occupying an empty building to offer re-
tail sales to the Ovid community. The store has all genres 
represented in the 10,000 book stock. “We have a little bit 
of everything. Thru our online business, we have collected 
books from collectors who were downsizing or moving. 
They also found books on facebook Market Place,” ex-
plained Tyler. Book lovers are invited to stop in and meet 
Tyler & Roselie and check out the selection of books. Plans 
for the store include offering a larger variety of wonderful 
used books, movies and music. 

The bookstore is open every Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day from noon-7pm. The couple have also been a vendor 
at the new Ovid Farmers Market in downtown Ovid where 
they have been pleased with the response from the com-
munity thus far. For more information on the bookstore call 
810-243-2955 or visit their website at Wailingstore.com. 
Welcome to the neighborhood Tyler and Roselie! 

Tyler & Roselie (Snook) Beard

200 S. Main St., P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI  
989.834.2264  Fax: 834.2066
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Social

PINE CREEK RENTALS
(989) 236-5346

Rte. 57 Middleton www.pinecreekequipmentrentals.com
• Bobcats (with many attachments) • Wheel Loaders  

• Concrete Tools • Contractors Tools • Dozers • Excavators (large 
and small) • Tree Chippers • Floor Sanders • Log Splitters •  

Post Hole Diggers • Pressure Washers •  Trenchers • Manlifts 

Hour, Day, Week& 4 Week Rates!

Sunday, June 21st
BREAKFAST SPECIAL 

Prime Rib Hash 
Eggs-Toast 

Mary’s Country Kitchen
M-21 • Ovid   

For Take-Out Call (989) 834-9640

OPEN 6am-3pm 
on Father’s Day

$1495
DINNER SPECIAL 

Prime Rib  
Roast Beef or  

Turkey w/Dressing  
& Dessert  

$1895

2/$29

we know life is busy. 
that’s why we do the 
work for you.
simple human sense

AGENCY NAME 
GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
bestinsuranceagency.com

Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • (989) 834-2288

Elsie Library Adventures 
submitted by Ann Trierweiler 
By the time you read this the Elsie Dairy Festival, 2026 

will only be a recent memory.  I hope you were able to get 
out and enjoy the Elsie crowd, and partake of some yummy 
ice cream, and ride some rides. I hope your children’s chil-
dren will come back to their hometown. I do so enjoy living 
in our little town. 

We will be open on Monday, the 22nd of June for our 
regular work week hours. That means the summer reading 
program will be going strong again on the next four Wed-
nesdays at 2pm. On June 24, the theme will include mo-
saics… Our program leaders are doing a great job of 
mixing learning and fun! Sometimes I think the kids are 
learning and we are having all the fun watching them.  

We will be celebrating our country on Wednesday, the 
first of July. 250 years is something to be proud of. I re-
member our country’s bicentennial. Wow! That was a while 
ago! My grandparents were immigrants from the old coun-
try, and I am very glad they came to Michigan.  

Or reading challenge’s first drawing date for the adults 
and teens will be on Monday, the 22nd of June. Because 
we have not been open for the Dairy Festival, it will be im-
portant that the books be dropped off in the drop off box 
outside our front door, before we open on Monday morn-
ing. We will be choosing the first two winners ($25 gift 
cards) that day, so the books need to be on hand to be 
recorded and a winner chosen. 

Remember to check our Facebook page for all program 
updates, or closings. Have a great week! 

 

Ice Cream Social 
The Carland Methodist 

Church will host an Ice Cream 
Social on Sunday, June 28th 
from 1pm-4pm. All are wel-
come, the church is located at 
the Corner of Carland and Judd-
ville Roads. A Free will dona-
tion will be collected.

Upcoming Events at the 
Ovid Public Library 

On Monday, June 22 we will be having our Adult 
Booktasting. This will begin at 1:00. If you are looking for 
a new book or author to read then come and join this group. 
They all share what books they have been reading and en-
joying. You are welcome to join them. There will be light 
snacks available.  

Wednesday, June 24 will be Classic Movie day. This 
week's movie will be 'Night at the Museum' starring Ben 
Stiller. Movie time will be 1:00. There will be light snacks 
available and you are welcome to bring your own snacks.  

Summer Reading Program has begun. The first two 
weeks have been a lot of fun. Kids have been unearthing 
dinosaur fossils, making windchimes, planting flowers and 
reading lots of books. So far we have over 250 people 
signed up. If this sounds like fun and you aren't signed up 
yet you can still come in and do so. We've got a lot more 
fun things planned but you have to be signed up to join us.

Class of 1976 Class Reunion 
submitted by Daniel Quine 
The Class of 1976 50th Class Reunion will be held on 

Saturday July 11  Noon until ? at the Colony Rd School 
House and Friendship Park, 5599 Maple Rd, Colony MI 
48831 

Cost to attend: Free  
Let’s have a cookout style gathering at the schoolhouse 

and later socialize in the park. Silent Auction. Proceeds to 
O-E Scholarship fund. Plan on fun and games!  

RSVP by June 30, 2026. 
Also this weekend: Fri Night: Pre-event meet up at 

some local establishment TBA 
Saturday:  Class Reunion 
Sunday:  All Class Reunion, location TBA 
Contact Dan Quine to confirm attendance and your 

plus one quinedaniel07@gmail.com or Voice/Text (517) 
614-4650 
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Victor Township 
Clinton County, Michigan 

6843 E. Alward Road, Laingsburg, MI 48848 
Proposed Board Minutes of June 9, 2026 

 
The regular board meeting of Victor Township was called to order by 
Clerk Prange at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, fol-
lowed by a roll call of Board members in attendance.   Present:  Wil-
loughby, Sayles, Pesch, Prange.   Absent: Wiswasser.   10 citizens were 
present.   
Public Comment:   A resident raised a concern about the township’s 
parking lot’s winter drainage noting that salt runoff is flowing onto the 
neighboring farmland.  They requested that a solution be found to ad-
dress the drainage issues impacting the property. 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Willoughby, seconded by Pesch, to ap-
prove June 9, 2026, agenda. Motion carried unanimously.    
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Sayles, seconded by Pesch, to ap-
prove May 12, 2026,   regular board meeting minutes.  Motion carried 
unanimously.    
Treasurer's Report: Motion by Prange, seconded by Sayles, to accept 
the June 2026 Treasurer's report. Motion carried unanimously.    
Approval of Bills and Payroll: Motion by Willoughby, seconded by Sayles, 
to disburse May 2026 bills. (Paid June 9, 2026) Roll call: Members vot-
ing yes: Pesch, Willoughby, Sayles, Prange.  Motion carried. Checks # 
12865-12896, in the amount of $215,468.94.  (This includes payment to 
hall renovation, park project, and annual contributions.)  
Motion by Willoughby, seconded by Pesch, to disburse May 2026 payroll 
and payroll related expenses. (Paid June 9, 2026). Roll call: Members 
voting yes: Willoughby, Sayles, Pesch, Prange.   Motion carried. 
Checks# 13374-13381 in the amount of $14,600.50. 
• Planning Commission Report:  The Planning Commission presented 
findings regarding implementing a barking dog/noise ordinance.  Many 
hours were devoted by board members including door to door surveys 
and it is their recommendation not to proceed with an ordinance of this 
type in the township.  Discussion regarding soccer goals and request 
that the township purchase 2 soccer regulation nets. Motion by Sayles, 
seconded by Pesch to purchase the nets. Roll call:  Members voting yes: 
Pesch, Willoughby, Sayles, Prange.   
Motion carried.   
• Laingsburg Public Library:  The library is continuing exploring a dis-
trict-wide millage to cover the 0.3 mill required by the State of Michigan 
to qualify for state aid and services, hoping to place the proposal on the 
ballot November 3, 2026.  In the meantime,  the Library is open and has 
many programs to offer people of all ages. See www.laingsburg .michli-
brary.org for up-to-date information or check out the Laingsburg Public 
Library on Facebook. 
Correspondence:  Motion by Sayles,  seconded by Willoughby, to ac-
cept monthly correspondence and place it on file. Motion carried unani-
mously.    
Unfinished Business:  Discussion was held regarding replacing the ex-
isting toilets in the hall with new automatic-flush toilets as part of the 
building project.  Motion by Prange, seconded by Sayles to add auto-
matic-flush toilets to the hall building project.  Roll call:  Members voting 
yes:  Sayles, Prange, Willoughby, Pesch. Motion carried. 
New Business:  On completion of the Park and Hall building projects it 
was discussed to have an open house for the public and have Laings-
burg recyclers assist the board in a zero-waste initiative. 
Motion by Willoughby, seconded by Sayles to adjourn at: 8:19 p.m. All in 
favor.  Motion carried.     
Copies of Contracts, Resolutions, Agreements, Budget Amendments, 
and Minutes are on the  
Victor Township Website (www.victortwp.org) and at the Clerk’s office in 
the Township Hall  
   
Lianne Prange     
Victor Township ,Clerk          

City of Ovid Council Regular Meeting Synopsis 
June 8, 2026 

 
The Ovid City Council met in regular session on June 8, 2026, with 
Mayor Mary Perrien presiding. Council approved the agenda, minutes of 
the May 11 meeting, and payment of bills totaling $597,161.04. 
Representatives from Clinton Transit provided an update on transit 
services, including increased ridership and the launch of the new "Blue 
Go" short-ride service. 
Council received reports from the Treasurer, Attorney, Police Depart-
ment, and Department of Public Works. Updates included progress on 
the wastewater lagoon project, code enforcement policy revisions, the 
municipal garbage contract, and ongoing legal matters involving the city. 
Council approved a $12,500 contract with Impact Tree Service for re-
moval and trimming of city trees; an amendment increasing authorized 
water tower maintenance repairs from $7,000 to $9,000; and the pur-
chase of 20 garbage cans at a cost not to exceed $3,500. 
Under new business, Council approved street closures for the 2026 
Carriage Days Festival and parade and adopted Resolution 2026-07 es-
tablishing the city's 2026 millage rates. Council also approved DWSRF 
and USDA project payment requests related to the ongoing water sys-
tem improvement project. 
Committee and board reports included updates on Carriage Days 
planning, the Farmers Market, Planning Commission activities, OMESA, 
Library Board, and CAASA. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Susan Tomasek Swan, City Clerk 
City of Ovid 
Full minutes are available at www.ovidmi.org or 114 E. Front St.,  
Ovid, Mi during lobby hours. 

by Deb Price

A Few Pricey 
Words

It’s on to the next festival…The 2026 Ovid Carriage 
Days festival set for July 10th-11th-12th in downtown 
Ovid. The move to July from September promises to be a 
positive one. The three day festival will offer something 
for the entire family. A community potluck will kick-off 
the festival on Thursday evening, July 9th at the United 
Church at 6pm. The community will welcome the employ-
ees of Native Amusements with a great meal. 

Native Amusements, a Michigan carnival company will 
fill the midway with fun rides, games and food. Pre-sale 
ride tickets are available at Ovid City Hall and at the Me-
ridian Weekly for $20 each ($25 during the festival) a 
golden ticket for $60 will offer “ride all you like for all 
three days” (special arm band). 

Free entertainment on the main stage will include: 
Dirty Laundry (Fri noon-3pm) and Broke Down Truck (Fri 
4pm-7pm). On Saturday, Ovid’s own “Elvis”, Steve Hunt 
will return with friend impersonators, Toby Keith, Neil 
Diamond and Stevie Nicks beginning at 3pm-7pm. On 
Sunday, Jim Cruise the “Spoonman” will warm up the 
crowd at 2pm before Jack & Tess Clarkson take to the stage 
to wrap up the 3 day festival. 

New to Carriage Days this year: Creekside Hobbies 
will have a “Vertical Wall Challenge” all three days, James 
Barnes, a fantastic wood carver will show off his talents on 
Saturday, carving out a “Marauder” and three other carv-
ings that will be offered for silent auction in the information 
booth. Other events include Garage Sales, Co-Ed softball 
tourney, super parade, arts & crafts vendors, car show, 
wrestling exhibit just to name a few. 

Questions as to how you can participate this year? 
Parade coordinator, Estrella, 989-666-3058, Arts & Crafts, 
Liz 989-307-8720 or general info, Deb at 989-834-2264.
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GREENBUSH TOWNSHIP 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Public Accuracy Test of the Electronic 
Tabulating Equipment of the Tuesday, August 4, 2026 Primary Election 
will be conducted on Tuesday, June 23, 2026 at 1:00pm at the  
Greenbush Township Hall. Located at 1883 E. French Rd.,  
St. Johns, MI. 
It is to demonstrate to the Public that all votes cast will be accurately 
counted on all candidates in accordance with MCL 168.798. 
 
Ramona Smith 
Greenbush Township Clerk 
o: 989-224-3993 m: 517-930-4180 
 

31st Annual River Cleanup 
submitted by Kim Lazar 
S h i a w a s s e e 

County - The Friends 
of the Shiawassee 
River are proud to an-
nounce the 31st An-
nual River Cleanup, 
taking place July 18-
25, 2026. For more 
than three decades, this 

community-driven event has united volunteers, busi-
nesses, and local partners in a shared effort to preserve and 
protect the Shiawassee River for future generations. 

Last year’s cleanup brought together 163 registered 
participants and nearly 250 volunteer engagements, result-
ing in the removal of approximately 20 cubic yards of trash 
and debris from the river and surrounding areas. Additional 
waste was collected through partner businesses, volunteer-
led efforts, and local waste stations, demonstrating the re-
markable impact of community collaboration. 

“The River Cleanup is a powerful reminder of what can 
happen when people come together to care for something 
they value,” said Kim Lazar, Executive Director for the 
Friends. “Every volunteer makes a difference, and we con-
tinue to be inspired by the dedication, generosity, and pride 
our community shows for the river each year.” 

Stretching 110 miles across four counties, the cleanup 
offers volunteers the flexibility to choose the section of 
river they would like to support, from Byron to Chesaning, 
along with the day and time that works best for them. In-
dividuals, families, businesses, civic groups, and organiza-
tions are all encouraged to participate. 

Registration is now open by visiting www.shiawasseer-
iver.org. Complimentary event T-shirts will be available to 
the first 200 registered volunteers. 

Participants are encouraged to share photos from their 
cleanup efforts by emailing info@shiawasseeriver.org or 
posting them to the River Cleanup Event page on Face-
book. Community members can also support the ongoing 
work of the Friends of the Shiawassee River by becoming 
a member at https://www.shiawasseeriver.org/Membership. 

The 2026 River Cleanup is proudly sponsored by Merit 
Labs, Inc., whose continued support helps make this annual 
initiative possible. 

NOTICE! Ovid High School 
Class of 1966 

The Ovid High School Class of 1966 (the last of the 
Romans) cordially invite all to the 60th Class Reunion 
being held at the Main Bar & Grill on September 9th from 
2-5 p.m. 

All previous high school graduates and friends are 
asked to attend. 

For further information call Bill Nemanis (517) 290-
1339.

OVID CARRIAGE DAYS   
JULY 10-11-12
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Middlebury United 
Methodist Church 

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid 
 
Minister:  

Pastor Kendra  
Holcomb-Densmore 
Worship Service  

9:00 a.m. 

ELSIE UNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH 
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239 

 
Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. 

Pastor: JD Paik

St. Cyril Parish  
of Bannister

Mass:  Sun. 10:30am,  
Wed. 5:30pm 

1st Saturday Mass 9am 
517 E. Main St. 

Bannister 
We Welcome You to Come... 

Father Andrzej

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

163 W. Main St., Elsie 
Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 

 
Watch Sunday Service on 
YouTube at elsiebaptist 
Pastor Phillip Rogers

131 West Front Street  
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958 

Like us on Facebook 
Intrim Amy Morrison

Sundays am:   
11:00 - Worship 

 

Office Hours: 9-1 Mon - Tue - Wed 
         9-Noon Thur • Closed Fri

United Church of Ovid

Bannister United 
Methodist Church 

103 Hanvey Street 
Pastor: Zella Daniel 

Sunday Worship 11:15am

Laingsburg United 
Methodist Church 
210 Crum St., Laingsburg 

517-651-5531  
Worship Service:   10:30am 

Pastor:  
Kendra Holcomb - Densmore 

Advertise In Our Church Directory!    
Call (989) 834-2264

First Congregational 
Church Laingsburg 

401 E, Grand River Road, Laingsburg 
(517) 651-6741 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 
Pastor: Dr. Tom Rundel 

fcclaingsburg.com
hope, 
Help & 
healing

Obituaries

Memorialize your 
loved one in  
The  Weekly 
989-834-2264 

ads@meridianweekly.com

Downtown 
Laingsburg 

517-651-6223 
 

FUNERAL 
FLOWERS 

 
Accommodated 
7 Days a Week

We also do custom engraving! 
Locally Owned & Operated

Commemorating lives well-lived.

Chesaning, MI
Upright Monuments • Slant Monuments 

Bevel Markers • Flush Markers 
Personal Cremation Niche Monuments 

Memorial Benches  • Many Colors Available 
Veterans and First Repsonders always receive a discount

View and Like our Facebook Page

511 E. Broad St. Chesaning, MI 48616 • (989)323-2323 
www.heritagemonumentsofmi.com 

MONUMENT SLANT BEVEL

Summer Bevel 
Marker Sale

Single Bevel 24x12x6 
Colors: Mahogany, Gray, 

Superior Black,  
Missouri Red. 

All lettering Included 
Retail: $1266.00 

Sale Price: $966.00

Companion 36x12x6 
Colors: Mahogany, Gray,  

Superior Black,  
Missouri Red. 

All lettering Included 
Retail: $1752.00 

Sale Price: $1410.00

Rose “Rosie” Marie Wolfe 
Rose "Rosie" Marie Wolfe, age 88, of Bannister, 

Michigan, passed away peacefully on May 13, 2026, at 
Chesaning Comfort Care. She was born on July 23, 1937, 
in Saginaw, Michigan, to Marion and Gertrude (Jankoski) 
Nowosatko. 

Rosie worked and retired from Universal/Magnitek in 
Owosso where she was a 3rd shift WatchGuard/Janitor. 
Rosie was a hardworking and caring woman who ded-
icated her life to family and friends. It didn't matter who 
you were, you were always welcome with open arms. 

Rosie enjoyed many things depending on the season - 
reading, crocheting, drawing/painting, bazaars, garage 
sales, church activities, family events. Vacations or quick 
trips to anywhere. Rosie was up for anything planned or 
not. She may not have loved sewing, but she was the 
Queen of pants repair. Rosie's "No Bakes" were always 
requested and made a lot of money for local fundraisers 
over the years. Her quiet strength, creativity, positivity, and caring heart will be deeply 
missed but not forgotten by everyone who knew her. 

She is survived by her children, Stanley Wolfe, Colleen (Arnold) Schultz, Louis (Tam-
mie) Wolfe, and Regina (Jeff) Andersen; her five beloved grandchildren; Brett, Garret, 
Tina, Steven and Jacob; and her 6 great-grandchildren. She is also survived by her siblings, 
Katherine "Kitch" Nieman, Susan Peters, and Stanley Nowosatko, along with several 
nieces, nephews, extended family members, and friends. 

Rosie was preceded in death by her husband, Louis J. Wolfe, by her parents, and her 
siblings Barb and Marion Nowosatko. 

The family would like to extend their heartfelt gratitude to the staff at Chesaning Com-
fort Care for the compassion and care shown to Rose during her final days. 

A Celebration of Life for Rose "Rosie" Wolfe will be held on Sunday, June 28, 2026, 
from 2:00 - 6:00 pm. The celebration will be held at Chapin Town Hall, 21481 W. Peet 
Road, Elsie, Michigan. 

Mark Robin Kioski 
Mark Robin Kioski, age 

68, passed away Wednesday, 
June 17, 2026. 

 Mark was born in St. 
Johns, Michigan on Feb-
ruary 21, 1958, the son of 
Joe and Dawn (Shatto) 
Kioski. 

Mark liked to visit the 
Mega Malls and Second-
Hand stores.  He collected 
MAD magazines and Barbie 
dolls. Mark had a love of 
music; he listened to music 
and taped many songs.   

He is survived by his 
brother Russ Kioski and Linda Starrak; his brother Gary 
and Connie Kioski also his friend Jack Nutter. 

Mark was preceded in death by his parents and his 
brother Stanley Kioski. 

A Memorial Service will be held at a later date.   
Online condolences can be sent to www.smithfamily-

funeralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith 
Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan. 
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Obituaries

“Gullible’s Travels” 
“All the truth in the world adds up to one big lie (Bob 

Dylan).” 
“If you died tonight and stood before God, and He 

asked you why He should let you into His Heaven, what 
would you say?”  That question stopped me cold 46 years 
ago.  Can one question change a life?  A marriage proposal 
or a job offer may do that on this side of the grave.  But 
can a single question wield such power that it alters your 
destination…forever?  It happened to me.     

I wasn’t used to being asked such a direct question 
about God, so I rattled off something about being “pretty 
good.”  But I knew that wasn’t true.  I was not good, not 
even close, and I had just proven it with that lie.  In fact, I 
was a bona fide expert at not being good.  My life reflected 
a different reality.  The real question was, “How do you 
plead, guilty or very guilty?” 

I’d said pretty good – but I didn’t really believe it.  
Standing before God, lying through my teeth would not 
wash on Judgment Day.  I also knew that God is the “just” 
in the word Justice (of this very Supreme Court).  We all 
demand justice, until we’re the one on trial.  Compared to 
Hitler I was pretty good, but compared to Jesus?  I needed 
a lawyer, or mercy.  I needed to face facts.   

This “one big lie” (that we’re good enough for 
Heaven), isn’t what we truly believe, or would dare say to 
the Almighty’s face.  We only tell this lie to ourselves, but 
to actually believe it?  That’s delusional.  And what is 
God’s just verdict?  “There is none righteous, no, not even 
one (Romans 3:10).”  So, my fellow-traveler…one last 
mirror-question.  Did you know that “gullible” is not in 
the dictionary?   

 
 

Faith 
Focus

by Phil Hopersberger 
www.TotallyWriteousCopy.com 

"The best writing service bard none."

Editorial
Terri Ann Tomasek 

Terri Ann Tomasek, age 
64, of St. Johns, MI, passed 
away Tuesday, June 16, 2026, 
at Haven of Rest Hospice 
House, Owosso, MI. 

Terri was born in Carson 
City, Michigan on March 25, 
1962, the daughter of Gerald 
Ray and Lillian Louise (Palek) 
Long. Terri married Brian To-
masek on October 13, 1986 in 
St. Johns, MI.  

Terri, a woman whose life 
was defined by devotion—to her family, her passions, and 
the simple joys that made each day meaningful—passed 
away surrounded by the love she so freely gave. 

From a young age, she found her heart in 4-H and 
horses, discovering not only a lifelong passion but a sense 
of purpose. She had a remarkable talent for crafting her 
own riding gear, pouring creativity and care into every 
stitch. That same creativity showed up in her love for dec-
orating, always making every space feel warm, welcoming, 
and unmistakably hers. In 1997, she and her husband Brian 
built their dream home, a place that became the heart of 
countless memories—holidays, celebrations, quiet morn-
ings, and the laughter of grandchildren. She cherished time 
with her family above all else, especially her beloved 
grandchildren, who were the light of her life.   She had the 
biggest heart that was adored and cherished by everyone 
who knew her. Her energy and enthusiasm were con-
tagious. She was involved in cheer leading and track in her 
younger years, and later found joy in snowmobiling with 
friends and family, embracing adventure with the same 
spirit she brought to everything she did. She spent more 
than 20 years as a dental assistant, a career she approached 
with dedication, skill, and genuine compassion for the 
people she served. It was put best when her boss and friend, 
Terry Donahue said “She was the best assistant I ever had 
and was the first to always do what was right”. 

At home, she was happiest in the kitchen, cooking 
meals that brought her family together and filled the house 
with comfort. Her attention to detail was something to in-
spire as she perfected each meal, ensuring all would appre-
ciate and enjoy it.  She had a gift. 

She is survived by her husband, Brian Tomasek; her 
daughters Brianna (Rob) Hardaker, Abby Melling, and 
Brandi Tomasek; her grandchildren Beau, Bryer, Brennlee, 
Rosi, and ZayLeigh; her mother Lillian Long; her sister 
Deb (Jeff) Cords; and many aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, 
and nephews. 

Terri was preceded in death by her father, Gerald Long, 
and her brother, Eric Long. 

Her legacy lives on in the family she adored, the pas-
sions she nurtured, and the love she shared so generously. 
She will be deeply missed and forever remembered. Me-
morials may be made to Havens of Rest of Shiawassee 
County, 2005 East Copas Road Owosso, MI 48867. Online 
condolences can be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneral-
homes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family 
Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan. 

    

Farm Lumber Sawn To Order 
BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER 

Bark & Chips Available

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd. 
989-682-4225 

Evenings: 989-875-4565

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd. 
989-682-4225 

Evenings: 989-875-4565

A flashing blue light woke me up this morning…  It 
came from my kitchen which has a rather large window 
facing north.  Which could have been a reflection of emer-
gency vehicles on Mason Road north of me… it wasn’t, 
thankfully.  Apparently, my kitchen had lost electricity at 
eleven eleven last night because that was the time that the 
stove light was flashing.  Simple explanation but why 
would the noise awaken me, I’m not a light sleeper.  Prob-
ably because I hadn’t written this yet and my conscience 
was bugging me.   

Yesterday I went into the shop at 5:30 to get the day 
started a bit earlier than normal.  Elsie Dairy Days was 
going to be in full swing at noon, it was delayed until two 
… as was I.  At two I was headed back to Elsie, I had made 
a quick trip to Owosso for window pie boxes(a case of 
those was heavy for me, but Miss Noah picked them up 
with ease).  Diane, Noah and I checked out a few of the 
yard sales on the way back to the shop.  My car trunk was 
full of goodies, the group of us had invaded the thrift stores 
on Main Street also.  Check out the new additions to MG’s 
décor.  I had found some books and an old five pound 
Shedd’s peanut butter pail.  When I was a child Mom had 
made them into lunch buckets for us and we carried them 
up hill to the Canfield Country School.  (Yes, we walked 
uphill daily but not to and from school... only to it.) 

Tuesday morning was heavenly walking into the 
kitchen, the water leak had been repaired and the floors 
were dry.  Thank you Rick.  By the end of the day I had re-
placed the floor mats and was trying to have everything up-
dated, full sugar and cream cups on the tables and stir 
sticks.  I finally got home at bit after noon, changed my 
clothes and mowed the lawn.  Then I was very motivated 
to trim some of the lower tree branches.  I did get three of 
the Catalpa trees, the Sycamore, and the Honey Locust 
trimmed then was left with lots of branches to pick up and 
move to the burn pile.  My granddaughter Noah came to 
my rescue and took care of the pile.  That young lady is a 
constant blessing to me, as a little girl (when wearing a 
dress) she was very much a little lady and when wearing 
jeans just a very busy happy child.   

Using the long handled pruner on the tree branches was 
rather invigorating when I did it and I was pleased to have 
the psychical strength.  However my neck, shoulders, and 
arm muscles have been ruthlessly sore since then.  I des-
perately need to get the garden hoed, lots of weeds but my 
tiller won’t start so I will be pulling weeds tonight, oh my 
aching muscles…  I also need to transplant my cabbage 
and toughen up my house grown tomato and pepper plants.  
I’m disappointed with my radishes, lots of tops and no bot-
toms…  May God bless you, keep you grounded and stay 
smiling. 

 
Crystal Mitchell©2026 

A Little  
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

Editorials are welcome.  200 words or less. 
Email to: news@meridianweekly.com.   

Must include name.

Memorialize your loved 
one in The  Weekly 

989-834-2264 
ads@meridianweekly.com
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CONCRETE & EXCAVATING

• Concrete Flatwork 
• 4’ Foundations 
• Driveways & Sidewalks 
• Stamped Patios 
• Pole Barns 

989-666-1839
Owner Doug Hall                                                         Owosso, MI

   Venetian Blind Co. 
   of Mid-Michigan 10%  10%  

OFF 
ANY  

ORDER 
with this 
coupon

Everything for your windows 
except the view!

Eric Brown 
Certified Professional Installer

989-666-0445
VenetianBlindLLC@yahoo.com

208 W. High St.  
Ovid, MI 48866

Beth Trefil Joins Minds 
Over Matter 

Robert Rodway, Ovid res-
ident and owner of Minds Over 
Matter, is happy to announce the 
addition of Beth Trefil to his 
staff. Beth is a board-certified 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner. She has a vast clin-
ical background in hospital 
based care, school based mental 
health support and psychiatric 
nursing. Beth earned her Master 
of Science nursing degree from 
Walden University and achieved board certification thru 
the American Nurses Credentialing Center. 

Her speciality provides psychiatric evaluation and med-
ication management for children and adolescents through-
out Michigan. Areas of focus include anger management, 
anxiety, autism, behavioral issues, bipolar disorder, depres-
sion, coping skills, grief and impulse control disorders, just 
to name a few. Beth is dedicated in providing compassion, 
empathy, respect and a deep understanding of each person’s 
needs. She and her patients work together to develop per-
sonalized treatment plans that support the mental wellness 
goals. 

Mind Over Matters is located in Grand Ledge at 316 
Taylor Street, Grand Ledge, MI 48837. Beth can be 
reached by phone by calling 517-343-6147 to schedule an 
appointment. You can also inquire about an appointment 
online at their website mindsovermattermi.com.

Beth Trefil

Equine Author Releases 
Final Book in Series 

submitted by Laurie Salisbury 
OVID, MI. Children’s au-

thor Laurie Salisbury released 
the eighth and final book in the 
He Reigns children’s chapter 
book series. The new release, ti-
tled AS FOR ME AND MY 
HORSE, is set in Lander, Wyo-
ming.  

The series uses horses to 
explore themes such as sibling 
rivalry, love, moving, forgive-
ness, fear, obedience, and more. 
He Reigns is suited for children 
ages 7-11. Dubbed “The series 
with your child’s heart in mind,” 
the books combine a love of horses with godly heart atti-
tudes. 

Synopsis: Emma, Jack, Beth, and Ben love their 
horses—and a good challenge. When a book about a trick 
horse sparks a friendly competition, they set out to impress 
the world and teach their horses amazing new skills.  

Their plan unravels when an aggravating cousin shows 
up. Then, at Horse Club, a new challenge raises the stakes: 
a service project. Now they must learn what it means to 
serve—not for recognition, but with a heart that honors 
God. 

Previously published titles include books one through 
seven in the Christian horse-themed series: Reins of Love, 
Forever Settled in My Heart, Hope County Fair, Rescued 
Hearts, The Harness of the Lord, The Horseman’s Heart, 
and Horsing Around the World. 

In a nod to her hometown of Ovid, book five, The Har-
ness of the Lord, features a fictional carriage made at Sco-
field Buggy Co. of Ovid, Michigan.  

Salisbury is the mother of nine children and a former 
children’s pastor. She served in children’s ministry for over 
thirty years. She is also a former foster parent who provided 
a loving home to twenty-eight foster children from the mid-
Michigan area. Her publications include:  

He Reigns chapter books. 
Braveheart picture books 
There Are Things You Can Do picture book 
Short stories in several anthologies, including: Tales of 

the Great Lakes, White Elephant Tales, Story Seeds, and 
In the Mitten anthologies. 

Laurie Salisbury

These lovely ladies can be seen strolling down the mid-
way, helping with kids day on Friday and in the parade on 
Saturday in Elsie during the Elsie Dairy festival. 
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WE BUY CARS!
SHIAWASSEE

COUNTYʼS

“We want
to buy 
your 

vehicle
today!”

AUTOMOTIVE
BUYER

#1

WE BUY CARS!
WE PAY MORE AND PAY YOU ON THE SPOT TODAY FOR ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS, ANY CONDITION!
PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL, POLITE AND WE PAY THE MOST FOR YOUR CAR

FAST SAFECONVENIENT
• 30 MINUTES 

OR LESS

• NO HASSLE

• WE HANDLE 
LOAN PAYOFF

• GET PAID NOW!

• NO WASTING TIME    
WITH TIRE KICKERS

• WE TAKE CARE OF   
THE TITLE 
TRANSFER

• NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY

• LOCAL

• PROFESSIONAL

• NO PRESSURE 
ENVIRONMENT

• NO STRANGERS 
AT YOUR HOME

• NO BUYERS REMORSE
• REPUTABLE

PAID ON THE SPOT!
WALK-INS WELCOME • OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

1108 EAST MAIN STREET • OWOSSO, MI 48867

989-725-2184 Tony Young

WORKING MAN’S FRIEND
224 Cedar St. • Elsie 

“Your Neighborhood Hardware Store”
989-398-1008 

Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm; Sat: 10am-4pm 
• Home Improvement • Tools •  Plumbing  

• Electrical AND SO MUCH MORE

Metal Roofi ng
Flat Roofi ng

Shingle Roofi ng
Siding
Gutters

702 N. Washington St., Owosso

•• 989-634-1205 ••

A roof over your head is 
     the most important aspect 
            of your homeFULL GUARANTEE

FROM START TO FINISH

Metal Roofing • Flat Roofing • Shingle

Roofing • Siding • Gutters

A roof over your head is 
the most important aspect 
of your home

702 N. Washington St., Owosso

•• 989-634-1205••

Wildes Starting to Excel in 
Two-Sport Career at Trine U 

FORT WAYNE -- What started as a standout high 
school career at Ovid-Elsie 
has blossomed into a multi-
sport contribution on the 
collegiate level for Ben 
Wildes. 

The 2025 O-E graduate 
has expanded his commit-
ment at Trine University to 
track and field, in addition to 
what he was recruited for -- 
varsity football. Starting out 
on the developmental squad 
and scout team, Wildes has 
evolved into a defensive 
"hybrid" -- playing sideline 
to sideline as combination of defensive end and corner-
back. 

"The physicality is a lot more than high school ... I've 
gotten a lot better at that on the defensive side of the ball," 
he says. "You can't just bull-rush like you did in high 
school. You have to strategize a lot more against college 
offensive linemen -- and learn how to hand-fight." 

Wildes made his comments during a lengthy interview 
on the Episode 567 podcast. The complete interview can 
be found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoVi3n3yNZM. 

The Trine Thunder finished the 2025 season with a 5-
5 overall record and a 3-4 record in conference play. It is 
the 12th straight season that the team has finished with a 
five hundred or better record, including all 11 years under 
head coach Troy Abbs. Six members of the Thunder were 
named to Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association 
(MIAA) all-conference teams. 

Trine will open its 2026 season at home on Thursday, 
Sept. 3, opposite the University of Chicago Maroon. 

Ben is the son of Jowa and Gabrielle Wildes of Ovid.

Ben Wildes

The Weekly  
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster 
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Monetizing Venison 
In last week’s column the Weekly Sportsman suggested 

that maybe it is time the NRC and DNR work on deer herd 
management by monetizing venison so more does are har-
vested in certain areas of the state. The Weekly Sportsman 
has received some criticism from readers, but it is time to 
double down with real world examples. 

The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation 
is a set of guiding principles and laws adopted in the US 
and Canada. It establishes that wildlife is a public resource 
managed by the government for all citizens, funded prima-
rily through hunting and fishing licenses, and protected by 
science and democratic rule of law, however, this model 
that funds wildlife management in Michigan is literally and 
figuratively on the verge of bankruptcy. Currently, Florida 
and Texas have monetized feral hogs to increase their har-
vest. Australia, Great Britain, France and many other coun-
tries heavily regulate this practice with wild game such as 
kangaroos, hogs, deer, goats, and game birds. The key in 
the last statement is “heavily regulated” as the Weekly 
Sportsman certainly does not want to return to a market 
hunting culture. The NRC and the DNR are running out of 
options to successfully manage the deer in certain areas of 
the state where deer collisions and crop depredation are out 
of control. Would you be surprised to learn that 3-4 years 
ago the Weekly Sportsman was told that the DNR was 
working on some research with Michigan State University 
on what future management would look like with mone-
tization of venison? Maybe the future has arrived quicker 
than planned. -WS 
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Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential 

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning 
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Sports
Bears Shine Bright: Ashley Athletes Earn 

All-Conference Spring Honors 
by Ashleigh Shaw 
ASHLEY — The spring sports season may have come to a close, but the accolades 

are just rolling in for the Ashley Bears. A plethora of standout student-athletes have been 
officially recognized for their exceptional performances across baseball, softball, and track 
and field, proving once again that small schools can pack a massive athletic punch. 

Diamond Standouts 
On the baseball diamond, senior Robert Kral capped 

off his high school career on a high note. Kral’s leadership 
and consistency earned him a coveted spot on the Mid-
State Activities Conference (MSAC) All-Conference Sec-
ond Team, a fitting finale for the departing senior. 

Over on the softball field, the Bears’ future looks bright 
as Ellie Drummond received an Honorable Mention nod 
for her stellar play throughout the season, anchoring the 
team with her gritty performances. 

Track and Field Dominance 
The Bears truly tore up 

the track this spring, with 
several athletes bringing 
home all-conference honors. 

Leading the charge was 
Marissa Kremer, who 
sprinted her way to the All-
Conference First Team with 
a dominant season in the 
400-meter dash. Kremer 
wasn't done there; she also anchored a highly competitive relay squad. 

The Ashley girls' 4x200-meter relay team—composed of Kremer, Karissa Brady, 
Aleena Long, and Peyton Rohn—was named to the Honorable Mention team after pushing 
some of the area's best talent to the limit all season long. 

Rohn, a versatile distance runner, also pulled off an impressive individual hat trick. In 
addition to her relay success, Peyton Rohn locked down Honorable Mention honors in 
both the grueling 800-meter and 1600-meter runs. 

Congratulations to all the Ashley Bears athletes on representing their school and com-
munity with pride this spring!

Robert 
 Kral

Ellie  
Drummond

Marissa 
Kremer

Karissa 
Brady

Aleena  
Long

Peyton  
Rohn

Howard, Wiktorowski Led Ovid-Elsie 
Baseball Team; Marauders Now Garner 

Postseason Honors 
 OVID-ELSIE -- All-

Staters Brody Howard and 
Lance Wiktorowski lead 
the 2026 Ovid-Elsie con-
tingent as the prep baseball 
campaign moves to the 
postseason. 

Howard, a junior, was 
named to the 1st Team All-
State in Division 3, while 
Wiktorowski, a senior, was Honorable Mention 
All-State and 1st Team All-Region. 

In addition, freshmen Trey Palatka and Eyan 
Fabus were honored as All-District, after coach 
Mike Loynes' team marched to the Division Re-
gional Finals before falling to Rochester Hills 
Lutheran Northwest, 4-2. 

In league voting, the MMAC runners-up to 
Montrose landed Howard, Wiktorowski and 
Fabus on the 1st Team; Palatka and sophomore 
Max Fabus on the 2nd Team; and senior Daniel 
Topping and junior John Kelly as Honorable 
Mention All-MMAC. 

Howard led the Marauders with a .410 bat-
ting average with 41 hits that included two tri-
ples, three homers and 36 RBI -- and outstanding 
OBP of .519 in an even 100 at-bats. He also 
walked 25 times and stole 30 bases. As a pitcher, Howard went 5-1 -- one of the school's 
best marks ever -- with a 4.27 ERA, two saves, 49 strikeouts and just 17 walks in 37 2/3 
innings pitched. 

Wiktorowski took on the role as O-E's pitching ace, going 6-4 while leading the team 
with 59 2/3 innings fired. With a sterling 2.46 ERA, Lance struck out 71 and walked 28. 
At the plate, he was a Marauder leader with a .472 BA, two homers, a pair of triples and 
41 RBI. He also demonized opposing teams with 32 stolen bases. 

Palatka got his O-E career started with a .372 BA ib 35 hits, including two triples and 
23 RBI. He walked 9 times and swiped 11 bags, while being among the team leaders with 
29 runs scored. On the mound, Trey fashioned a 3-2 record with a 3.76 ERA, 45 strikeouts 
in 41 innings and 21 walks. 

Another outstanding Marauder frosh, Eyan Fabus, drove in 21 RBI on 37 hits and a 
.346 average at the dish. Unstoppable on the basepaths, he led the team with 50 steals in 
36 games. The freshman also led the club with 48 runs scored. 

Max Fabus, a sophomore, was a perfect 3-0 on the mound with a .474 ERA and 40's 
in 34 innings of work. He walked just 18 and allowed 23 earned runs. A .256 hitter, Max 
clouted 6 doubles and drove in 16 runs, while walking 26 times and scoring 17 runs. 

Daniel Topping capped his O-E career with a memorable home run late in the season 
when the Marauders made their playoff push. He hit .218 with 19 walks and 17 runs 
scored, while driving in 14 himself. 

Kelly was another Marauder masher with a .471 batting average. He led the team, 
reaching base with 12 HBP, and helped set the table with 11 steals. As a pitcher, John went 
2-0 in eight appearances, with a 3.07 ERA in 13 innings pitched. 

Brody Howard Lance Wiktorowski Trey Palatka

Eyan Fabus Max Fabus

Daniel Topping John Kelly
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St. Johns Lions Club Garage Sale 
submitted by Cheryl Hickey 
Are you looking to score some good deals while helping people in the community? If 

so, stop by the St. Johns Lions Club Garage Sale! It will be held from 9 am to 6 pm on 
Friday, July 10 and from 9 am to 1 pm on Saturday, July 11 at 803 Randy Lane in St. 
Johns.  

There will be a huge variety of items, including toys & games, housewares, books, 
albums and CDs, small 
appliances, craft supplies, 
home decor, sporting goods, 
new handmade jewelry and 
much more! It is a win-win 
for all, as proceeds benefit 
community projects!  

Well Drilling
Three  

Generations 
 of Experience

• Rock Wells • Gravel Wells 
• Plastic Well Screens

“We Use the Finest Quality Materials”
Submersible, Jet 
& Shallow Well 
Pump Repair

Jake Hall 
(989) 723-1104 

Rod Hall 
(989) 627-4719 

2517 W. Dewey Rd., Owosso

FREE  
ESTIMATES
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UM Health-Sparrow Community Hospitals 
Support Local Students with Scholarships 

 submitted by John Foren 
 University of Michigan Health-Sparrow Community Hospitals in Carson City, Char-

lotte, Ionia and St. Johns have awarded the UM Health-Sparrow Health Care Scholarship 
to 23 area high school students in support of their pursuit of higher education in health-
related fields. 

Each recipient received a $1,000 scholarship to help achieve their academic and career 
goals. UM Health-Sparrow hopes these students from Clinton, Eaton, Gratiot, Ionia and 
Montcalm counties will one day contribute to providing high-quality, compassionate, 
close-to-home care and consider future career opportunities with the organization. 

The funds for these scholarships have been generously donated by benefactors of UM 
Health-Sparrow, including the Merten and Geraldine Whyman Health Careers Scholarship 
Endowment Fund -- established in 1986 for Clinton County students pursuing health-re-
lated curriculums -- and the Clinton Physician Impact Fund, dedicated to advancing stu-
dents in the Clinton County area. 

The 2026 UM Health-Sparrow Health Care Scholarship recipients, with their planned 
areas of study and colleges, are: 

Alexia Bengel, Westphalia, Occupational Therapy, Saginaw Valley State University. 
Braelyn Bunting, Stanton, Biomedical Sciences, undecided on which college to at-

tend. 
Amyia Cash, Lakeview, Athletic Training, Central Michigan University. 
Kalyn Duflo, Middleton, Diagnostic Medical Sonography, Lansing Community Col-

lege. 
Ava Haas, Charlotte, Diagnostic Medical Sonography and Allied Health Sciences, Fer-

ris State University. 
Rima Hafez, Lansing, Neurosciences, Michigan State University. 
Reese Houghton, Belding, Kinesiology, Michigan State University. 
Nolan Koenigsknecht, St. Johns, Exercise Science, Mid-Michigan Community Col-

lege. 
Izabelle LaLone, Ithaca, Nursing, Ferris State University. 
Noah McLaughlin, Lansing, Exercise Science, Grand Valley State University. 
Aiden Nurenberg, Sunfield, Nursing, Grand Valley State University. 
Chloey Page, Portland, Nursing, Lansing Community College. 
Samantha Powers, Grand Ledge, Nursing, Wayne State University. 
Emma Rohrs, Ithaca, Exercise Science, Hope College. 
Kaylee Schmid, Ionia, Biology, Health and Society, University of Michigan. 
Bailey Strpko, Eaton Rapids, Nursing, Grand Valley State University. 
Selena Stump, Fowler, Nursing, Central Michigan University. 
Jaxxon Thelen, Lyons, Healthcare Administration, Central Michigan University. 
Carleigh Thompson, Ionia, Neurosciences, Michigan State University. 
Julia Weber, Westphalia, Nursing, Saginaw Valley State University. 
 The 2026 UM Health-Sparrow Clinton Physician Impact Fund Award recipients are: 
Brady Heibeck, St. Johns, Nursing, Michigan State University. 
Nic Hiner, St. Johns, Engineering, Michigan Technological University. 
Brooke Thelen, St. Johns, Optometry, Ferris State University. 
For more information on UM Health-Sparrow Health Care Scholarships, go to 

https://www.UofMHealthSparrow.org/Scholarships.

Celebrating the University of Michigan Health-Sparrow scholarship recipients for Clin-
ton County are (from left) students Julia Weber and Alexia Bengel; UM Health-Sparrow 
Market President Community Hospitals Linda Reetz; UM Health-Sparrow Clinton 
Chief Nursing Officer Mariah Hesse; UM Health-Sparrow Clinton Director of Opera-
tions Kevin Hansen; students Brooke Thelen and Nolan Koenigsknecht. Not pictured: 
students Brady Heibeck, Nic Hiner, Samantha Powers and Selena Stump. 
 

Elsie Lions Club American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 

submitted by Doug Sturgis 
Donate blood with the American Red Cross and receive a ticket to a Cedar Fair theme 

park of your choice. Between June 29 - July 12, you may also receive a Red Cross Looney 
Tunes T-shirt! 

 The Elsie Lions Club is joining with American Red Cross, hosting a community blood 
drive on July 6, 2026 from 12:00 to 4:45 at the Elsie United Methodist Church in Elsie. 

 For more information on how to make an appointment to donate, sign up online at 
redcrossblood.org with sponsor code “Elsie” or call 517-256-4585 

 The Elsie Lions Club is committed to strengthening our community and helping meet 
hospital and patient needs through blood donations, said Lion Douglas Sturgis. “This blood 
drive is our way of giving staff, colleagues and neighbors an opportunity to help save 
lives.” 

 Blood is a perishable product that can only come from volunteer blood donors. With 
someone in the U.S. needing blood every two seconds, blood products must be constantly 
replenished, according to the Red Cross.  

“We urge community members to donate blood and help ensure that patients in local 
hospitals have a supply of blood ready and waiting before an emergency occurs. There’s 
no better feeling than knowing that your blood donation may give someone a second 
chance at life.” 

 The Elsie event continues to be a popular choice for donors in the area. Schedule 
today, don’t miss this opportunity to make a difference. Throughout the (2026) year, sev-
eral other events are already planned to provide you with the opportunity to donate regu-
larly to the American Red Cross. 

 According to the Red Cross, donors with all blood types are needed, especially those 
with types O negative, A negative and B negative.
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CLINTON COUNTY LEGALS
 ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
SCHNEID, CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC, MAY BE 
DEEMED A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY IN-
FORMATION WE OBTAIN 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. PLEASE CON-
TACT OUR OFFICE AT 
13010 Morris Road, Suite 450, 
Alpharetta, GA 30004 ph:470-
321-7112 Attention homeowner: 
If you are a military service 
member on active duty, if your 
period of active duty has con-
cluded less than 90 days ago, or 
if you have been ordered to ac-
tive duty, please contact the at-
torney for the party foreclosing 
the mortgage at the telephone 
number stated in this notice. No-
tice of Foreclosure by Advertise-
ment Notice is given under 
section 3212 of the revised judi-
cature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, 
MCL 600.3212, that the follow-
ing mortgage will be foreclosed 
by a sale of the mortgaged prem-
ises, or some part of them, at a 
public auction sale to the highest 
bidder for cash or cashier's 
check at the place of holding the 
circuit court in CLINTON 
County, starting promptly at 
10:00 A.M on July 22, 2026. 
The amount due on the mort-
gage may be greater on the day 
of sale. Placing the highest bid 
at the sale does not automati-
cally entitle the purchaser to free 
and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. A potential purchaser is en-
couraged to contact the county 
register of deeds office or a title 
insurance company, either of 
which may charge a fee for this 
information: Name(s) of the 
mortgagor(s): NORMAN P. 
BLAKELY. Default has been 
made in the conditions of a 
Mortgage made by NORMAN P. 
BLAKELY to MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGISTRA-
TION SYSTEMS, INC., AS 
MORTGAGEE, AS NOMINEE 
FOR UNION HOME MORT-
GAGE CORP., for a mortgage 
dated December 09, 2016, and 
recorded on December 12, 2016, 
as Instrument Number 5248581 
in the Clinton County Register 
of Deeds. Said mortgage was as-
signed through mesne assign-
ments to NATIONSTAR 
MORTGAGE, LLC, now oper-
ating as ROCKET MORT-
GAGE, LLC, SUCCESSOR BY 
MERGER TO NATIONSTAR 
MORTGAGE, LLC, as doc-
umented by an assignment dated 
January 19, 2023, and recorded 
on January 19, 2023, as Instru-
ment Number 5332360 in the 
CLINTON County Register of 
Deeds, on which Mortgage there 
is claimed to be due at the date 

hereof the sum of $89,729.44. 
Under the power of sale con-
tained in said Mortgage and the 
statute in such case made and 
provided, notice is hereby given 
that said Mortgage will be fore-
closed by a sale of the mort-
gaged premises, or some part of 
them, at public venue, at the 
place of holding the Circuit 
Court within CLINTON County, 
Michigan on July 22, 2026 at 
10:00 A.M. Said premises are 
located in the city of WEST-
PHALIA in CLINTON County, 
Michigan and are described as: 
THE LAND REFERRED TO IN 
THIS DOCUMENT, SITU-
ATED IN THE VILLAGE OF 
WESTPHALIA, COUNTY OF 
CLINTON, STATE OF MICHI-
GAN DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: COMMENCING 76.5 
FEET NORTH OF THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
LOT 5 IN BLOCK 8, VILLAGE 
OF WESTPHALIA, CLINTON 
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AC-
CORDING TO THE 
RECORDED PLAT THEREOF, 
AS RECORDED IN LIBER 1 
OF PLATS, PAGE 22, CLIN-
TON COUNTY RECORDS; 
RUNNING THENCE EAST 
223 FEET; THENCE NORTH 
118.16 FEET; THENCE WEST 
223 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING. Property Address: 311 S 
WESTPHALIA STREET, 
WESTPHALIA, MI 48894 Tax 
ID No. 161-000-008-005-00 The 
redemption period shall be Six 
(6) months from the date of such 
sale, unless determined aban-
doned in accordance with MCL 
600.3241a, in which case the re-
demption period shall be 30 
days from the date of such sale. 
If this property is sold at foreclo-
sure sale under Chapter 32 of the 
Revised Judicature Act of 1961, 
pursuant to MCL 600.3278, the 
borrower will be held respon-
sible to the person who buys the 
property at the Mortgage sale or 
to the Mortgage holder for dam-
aging the property during the re-
demption period. ROCKET 
MORTGAGE, LLC, SUCCES-
SOR BY MERGER TO NA-
TIONSTAR MORTGAGE, LLC 
Mortgagee/Assignee June 21, 
2026 ROBERTSON, AN-
SCHUTZ, SCHNEID, CRANE 
& PARTNERS, PLLC Attorney 
for Mortgagee/Assignee 13010 
Morris Road, Suite 450 Alpha-
retta, GA 30004 Telephone: 470-
321-7112 Facsimile: 
404-393-1425 Service Email: 
MIFCLTeam@raslg.com 
 
(06-21)(07-12)

Thornton & Sons 
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms  
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder 
Lead Certified Renovator 

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY 
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People 

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561 

 3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Miller/Bartz 
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations 
Ovid 

834-2733 
Owosso 

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $25 for a single directory or $35 for a  
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a  
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service  
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid 
(989) 834-5031

FERRALL’S 
TREE

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc. In Business

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

We beat all LOCAL competitors rates GUARANTEED!

SPECIALTY SALVAGE

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors.  
Serving Shiawassee • Clinton • Saginaw Counties.

989-725-8062Owosso:

Buying all scrap metals:  
Autos & Junk Equipment.  

One stop for all your  
recycling & waste needs.

29

Interior/Exterior 
Painting 

Residential to Industrial 
 

We Refinish Wood Floors-
Furniture-Cabinets 

 
 

BPI Decorating 
Larry Rindeour 

Home: 517-625-4128 
(Leave Message) 

Cell: 517-282-8514

STEEL ROOFS & SIDEWALLS

JOHN REURINK - 616-481-0703 or 616-527-3635

Save your old 
barn and give 
it a new look!

Free estimates

only$25  
per week!

For More Info: 
989-834-2264

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

Advertise Your 
Business Here 

only$25  
per week!
For More Info: 

989-834-2264

GARBAGE SERVICE 
AS LOW AS $65 FOR 3 MONTH

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT  

COUNTY OF CLINTON 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

DECEDENT’S TRUST 
 

THE CARL R. CROFT TRUST 
Dated December 18, 2023 
CARL R. CROFT 
Date of Birth: January 21, 1946 
Died on: May 7, 2026 
TO ALL CREDITORS: 
The decedent, CARL R. CROFT, 
Grantor of The Carl R. Croft Trust, 
dated December 18, 2023, died on 
May 7, 2026. 
There is no personal representative of 
the Settlor’s estate to whom letters of 
administration have been issued. 
Creditors of Grantor are notified that  
all claims against  
The Carl R. Croft Trust, dated  
December 18, 2023, will be forever 
barred unless presented to  
Katie L. Crofts, Successor Trustee, 
within four months after the date of 
publication. 
Notice is further given that the Trust 
will thereafter be assigned and  
distributed to the persons entitled to it. 
  
Katie L. Crofts 
Successor Trustee 
1006 Robins Road 
Lansing, Michigan 48917 
Kenneth L. O’Deen Esq. 
Zimmer &. O’Deen 
133 S. Cochran Avenue 
Charlotte, Michigan 48813 
(517) 543-5551 
 
(06/21)

PUBLICATION OF  
NOTICE OF HEARING 

REGARDING PETITION 
FOR NAME CHANGE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

29TH JUDICAL CIRCUIT - 
FAMILY DIVISION  

COUNTY OF CLINTON 
 

CASE NO: 26-33046-NC 
LUCY LUVENIA BOYD 
TAKE NOTICE:  
LUCY LUVENIA BOYD 
has filed a petition for name 
change. 
A name change hearing will be 
held on Monday, July 6, 2026 at  
8:30 a.m. at 100 E. State Street, 
4th Floor Courtroom St. Johns, 
Michigan 48879, before Judge 
Lisa Sullivan (P51265)  change 
the name of  
LUCY LUVENIA BOYD to  
LOUVENIA BLACK 
 
(06-21)

The Meridian Weekly
News/General: news@meridianweekly.com  
Publisher: deb.price@meridianweekly.com  

Display Advertising: ads@meridianweekly.com 
Phone: 989-834-2264  
  Fax: 989-834-2066 

200 S. Main 
Ovid, MI 48866
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CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY
AUCTION

Huge Online Auctions! 
Farm equipment, welders, 
vintage toys, Marx/Lionel 
trains, comic books, Pyrex, 
Fenton glassware, rare 
WWII militaria, advertising 
signs, collectibles, much 
more!  Bid on this, other 
auctions at  
SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com. 
1-800-835-0495-X2.  CPM     
-------------------------------------- 

ELSIE - 2 Bedroom  All util-
ities included. No smoking. 
No pets. $1,000 deposit. 
$800/mth. Call Ed Thornton 
989-862-4889.   1838tf           
----------------------------------- 

APARTMENT FOR RENT

AMISH-built storage sheds 
starting at $2,500. We de-
liver anywhere in Michigan!  
Call 989-832-1866. Dan-
DanTheMattressMan.com          
CPM 
------------------------------------ 

BUILDING

BUILT RITE POLE BUILD-
INGS State-wide. Prices 
starting at - 24x40x10 - 
$18,300.00.  30x40x10 -
$20,400.00.  Erected on 
your site.  Call for price not 
shown on any size building 
or go to  
www.builtritepolebuildingsmi.com
. Or call 989-259-2015 or 
989-600-1010 or  
9 8 9 - 3 2 4 - 0 0 3 5 .                     
CPM 
------------------------------------ 

BUSINESS SERVICES
METAL ROOFING regular and 
shingle style, HALF OFF SPE-
CIAL COLORS! Lifetime hail 
asphalt shingles. Vinyl siding. 
Licensed and insured builders 
for 40 years.  AMISH CREW.  
517-575-3695.               CPM    
-------------------—------------------ 

ADJUSTABLE BED Brand 
New with mattress. Made in 
U.S.A, in plastic, with war-
ranty. Retail Cost $3,995.00 
sacrifice for $875.00 Call for 
showing or delivery: 
DanDanTheMattressMan.co
m. 989-923-1278.        CPM  
-------------------—-------------- 

FURNITURE

Good Dry Firewood For 
Sale: $60 per face cord. 
Plus Delivery 
FERRALL’S FIREWOOD: 
Family owned & operated for 
over 45 years. 
(989) 862-4453;  
(989) 666-0561  
(call or text cell).         1765tf                    

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

HANDYMAN: Leaf removal, 
eavestrough cleaning, 
power washing (houses & 
decks), or other odd jobs, 
painting (exterior & interior). 
Call Miller & Sons today 
517-881-9977 or Linda  
517-449-3261.             1687tf                   

OUTDOOR FURNACE
WOOD HEAT:  

Easy to operate and 
maintain. Central 
Boiler Certified, Classic 
Edge, Titanium HDX, 
Outdoor Wood Fur-
nace: Call Today,  Val-
entine Enterpise. (989) 
862-5972.             Elsie, 
MI                  9/30/26 
-----------------------------------

J & M WELL DRILLING & 
Service, Inc. Emergency 
Service. Perry 517-675-5956 
Owosso 989-743-5626 
Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC 
Well Drilling, Well Repairs, 
Pumps and Tanks, Chlorinat-
ing and Testing. www.water-
helpnow.com.  TF          

SERVICES

BUY YOUR FIREWOOD 
NOW Mixed hardwood. Big 
truckload $300. Get it split & 
stacked before next winter. 
Also buying logs, timber and 
property.    989-289-2329.    
                               1829tf 
-------------------—-------------- 

ECO-FRIENDLY POND & 
LAKE  weed removal tools. 
Veteran made in Michigan. 
Visit our website 
www.WeedGatorProducts.c
om or call 989-529-3992. 
5% discount code GATOR5.                     
                                1829tf 
-------------------—-------------- 

POND/LAKE

Call or Email The Weekly to get your ad here! 
989-834-2264 

Ads@MeridianWeekly.com

ESTATE SALE: June 25-26-
27. 9am-5pm. 7323 Chad-
wick Rd. Furniture, Dining 
room table & chairs, lots of 
tools, patio furniture, Cash 
Only.                            1843            
-------------------—-------------- 

ESTATE SALE

AN AMISH LOG HEAD-
BOARD AND  Queen Pillow 
Top Mattress Set. Brand 
new-never used, sell all for 
$375.  Call anytime,  
989-923-1278. 
DanDanTheMattressMan.com       
CPM                                      
-------------------—-------------- 

Now Hiring 

 
Water Well Drilling Construction Employment – Opportunity to 

learn a skilled trade and grow within the water well industry. 
  

Family-owned residential well drilling business located in 
Perry, MI is seeking a team member with experience in this 

trade or someone interested in learning this trade.   
  

Must have a Class A CDL.   
Sign on bonus for the right candidate. 

  
Must be able to work outdoors year around and work around 

heavy equipment such as a backhoe, drill rig, 
big trucks and trailers.   

  
Position includes well construction, servicing wells,  

and involves lots of manual labor.   
  

Contact Mark via text at 517-202-1325. 

GARAGE SALE: 1242 Ast-
wood Mews Lane.  St. 
Johns, 48879. Thurs & Fri, 
June 25 & 26. 9am-5pm. 
Downsizing, Antiques, tools, 
picture frames, air compres-
sor, chainsaw, weed wacker, 
Coleman cook stove, 
shovels & clothes.      1843            
-------------------—-------------- 

GARAGE SALE

Applebee Oil 
& Propane
108 N. Mill St., 

 Ovid

989-834-2828 or 
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN 
LIVESTOCK 

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid 

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $25 for a single directory or $35 for a  

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a  

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY 
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People 

Find What They’re Looking For!

MIDSTATE SALES AND SERVICE
Outdoor Power Equipment

3251 W. M-21 
St. Johns, MI 48879 
(989) 224-2711 
(800) 582-8152 
(989) 224-1781 Fax 
email:mehney@frontier.com

P O W E R   T O O L S

www.midstatesalesandservice.com

Self-Storage Units

9596 E. M-21, Ovid

Open Units Available 

•4 Sizes Available 

989-862-4102

Storage Solutions

 LONG’S 
Transmissions

210 N. Lyon St. 
Owosso 

(989) 723-5580

• Automatic 
• Manual • Foreign 

• Domestic 
• 4-Wheel Drive

Josh Bursley, Owner 
(517) 899-6918 

Ovid

Residental and Light  
Commercial Plumbing

Established 2024

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates

www.bursleyplumbing.com

Ovid Lions/VFW 
     Hall

214 S. Main St., Ovid 
Available for rental. 
 (989) 834-2551

2

Licensed Builder
Donnie Orweller

989-307-3156

D & D  
CONSTRUCTION

WINTER 
RATES

All your residential building needs  
Concrete • Siding • Roofing • Remodeling

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates 

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects 
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping  
& Handyman

Ray Peru

NEWLY REFURNISHED HALL: 
$650 and $350 for 1/2 hall rental. 
St. Johns K of C. Call rental agent 
Diane Smith (989) 227-2233 or 
(989) 620-1693.                 EOW 
-------------------------------------------- 
ELSIE: Elsie American Legion 
Hall Rental. 220 S. Ovid, St., Elsie. 
Call for more information  
989-494-6987.           1538 EOW 
--------------------------------------------

HALL RENTALS
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JULY  10TH - 11TH - 12TH

NOW AVAILABLE NOW AVAILABLE
RAFFLE TICKETS 

$20 each 
1st Prize  $1,500 
2nd Prize $750 
3rd Prize $350 

Drawing to be held  
July 12th at 3 p.m. at the 

Main Stage 
Need not be present to win. 

License#R86711

PRE-SALE  
RIDE TICKETS 

$20 each 
   $25 DURING FESTIVAL 
 
 
           Available at: 
          Ovid City Hall  
        Meridian Weekly

Big Band Jazz is Featured on Upcoming  
St. Johns Concert 

submitted by Bill Tennant 
Songs from the “Great 

American Songbook” will 
float on the summer breeze 
when the Lansing Concert 
Band ‘Big Band’ performs 
on Wednesday, June 24th as 
part of the St. Johns Concert 
in the Park summer music 
series. The program begins 
at 7 p.m. at the William E. 
Tennant Performance Shell 
in the beautiful St. Johns 
City Park.  

“This exciting program 
will feature some of the 
great Big Band jazz standards – vocal solos and duets – with several pieces of new music 
including custom arrangements by local musician Jeff Kressler,” explains concert chair-
person, Bill Tennant. “This band was formed in 1993 by members of the Lansing Concert 
Band who wanted the opportunity to play some of the amazing jazz standards. The band 
members have a passion for excellence, along with a wonderful time performing this great 
music, which comes across in their performance.” 

Jim Kasprzak, lead trumpet, directs the dynamic 18-piece group comprised of tradi-
tional jazz-era instrumentation. The ensemble also features two local mid-Michigan vo-
calists, who are no strangers to our St Johns community. Dan Templin and Kelly 
Sandula-Gruner have performed with the band in previous shell performances, with the 
Singers on the Grand at the Wilson Center, and also as the duo Clique Vocals on the Brown 
Bag Concert Series.   

Also performing with the band are two musicians with ties to St Johns.  Algie Watkins 
will be doing the keyboard work for this performance. Algie was a popular Elementary 
Music Teacher for the St Johns Public Schools for many years. Also, Elyse Gray, a 2004 

graduate of St. Johns HS, a 
member of the orchestra pro-
gram, will be performing the 
important bass part.   

The Concert in the Park 
series is co-sponsored by the 
Clinton County Arts Council 
and the City of St. Johns. 
There are 11 other businesses 
and organizations who are 
season sponsors this year. We 
are highlighting The William 
E. & Rosemary McCarthy 
Living Trust at this concert. 
Bill and Rosemary loved jazz 
and loved coming to the 
summer concerts.   

Bring a chair or blanket – 
visit the Lion’s Club Food 
Trailer - the concert takes 
place rain or shine. The con-
cert is free, but donations are 
greatly appreciated and 
needed to support the series 
each year. 

So, set your GPS to 801 
W Park St, and enjoy an 
evening of music you won’t 
soon forget! The CCAC re-
ceives funding from the 
Michigan Council for Arts & 
Cultural affairs and the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts. 

 
 
 

6603 N. Woodbury Rd. 
Laingsburg 

Call For Tee-Time 
(517) 651-9700  

Looking for a Place to Hold a  
Fundraising or  

Friends & Family Outing? 
We Can Handle Any Size Outing! 

Hidden  
Gem

Cook Family Foundation Announces Jamie 
Semans as New Program Coordinator 

submitted by Lorraine Austin 
The Cook Family Foundation is proud to announce the ad-

dition of Jamie Semans to its team as the new Program Coordi-
nator. In this position, Semans’ primary role will be to engage 
with Shiawassee County’s nonprofi t community - especially 
the Foundation’s grantee partners. Semans began her career sup-
porting individuals with intellectual disabilities in developing 
the skills needed to live and work independently. She spent 16 
years serving the community through the public mental health 
system at Shiawassee Health and Wellness, most recently serv-
ing as Operations and Communications Director. She most re-
cently worked at Young Chevrolet Cadillac as the Human 
Resources and Marketing Manager. As a community advocate, 
Semans has also served as the Chair of the Health and Human Services Council and was 
voted as the 2025 Community Champion through the Shiawassee Chamber of Commerce. 
She currently serves on the board of directors for the Shiawassee Family YMCA and the 
Shiawassee District Library. Her personal mission is to empower others to live their best 
lives by connecting them with meaningful resources and support systems. 

Semans was born and raised in Shiawassee County, where she lives with her husband 
and their 3-year-old twin girls. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration 
from Baker College. 

Jamie Semans
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