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A Look Back...Village of Elsie’s Struggles &
Community Concerns
by Deb Price

To underscore 2025 as turbulent for the Village
of Elsie may be an understatement. It was a year of
serious financial concerns, fire department hous-
ing concerns, water quality and rates as well as
police chief concerns dominated the discussion
during council meetings in 2025.

At the end of 2024, the Village of Elsie, found
themselves with a substantial deficit. According to
Village President, Jason Freeman, they had an
approximate $250,000 surplus in the general fund,
and in six months time they were faced with an
over $35,000 deficit. A Forensic Audit was
ordered. As a result, a former village employee is
being investigated for possible embezzlement
according to the Michigan State Police handling
the investigation. That investigation is still active.

In March, the council approved a Deficit
Elimination Plan with the Woodhull Group which
was approved by the State of Michigan. The goal
is to be out of the deficit by March of 2026. As of
December 9th, the village was compliant in that process.

Village Council challenges continued in April, monthly meetings witnessed a full house of
residents in attendance with questions. Water rates were increased, the fire department board was
still looking for answers to their concerns regarding the building in which they had been given
notice to vacate by the end of November. And due to the financial condition of the Village, the
water system itself, did not quality for grants or water focused loans. A stressful time for every-
one involved.

In May, Village officials hoped to have lease information for the Fire Board. Fast forward to
August, the fire department building is still at the forefront of discussion. After months of meet-
ings and careful consideration, the Fire Board decided to make the fire departments new home
within the Village of Elsie at 300 W. Main Street.

In the last quarter of 2025, community concerns centered around the Police Chief. Concerns
of being not only the Chief of Police, but Village Manager, Intrim Clerk and Treasurer.
Questions about
salary and hours
being worked. It
was also suggest-
ed that the Village
look into having
the County pro-
vide police cover-
age. The chiefs
driving habits
were also a heated
topic at many
meetings, howev-
er, the council
stands firmly in
their opinion that
the chief is here to
stay.

Here’s to
2026.

2025 a Successful Year of Community
Service for Elsie Masonic Lodge #238

by Dawn D. Levey

ELSIE — Elsie Masonic Lodge #238 once again dedicated a year to serving the commu-
nity, with significant support provided to the Elsie Baby Pantry. In 2025, the lodge con-
tributed a total of $5,227.35 from its monthly pancake breakfasts, along with an additional
$200 in other donations.

The Elsie Masons host a pancake breakfast on the last Saturday of each month from 8
a.m. to noon, with all donations benefiting the Elsie Baby Pantry. The breakfasts are held at
the Masonic Community Center, 100 E. Main Street, Elsie. The next pancake breakfast is
scheduled for January 31, 2026.

In addition, lodge members conducted a baby wipes and diaper drive, with all items
donated to the Elsie Baby Pantry. Other community contributions in 2025 included an $800
donation to the Elsie Food Pantry, generated through the Fall Festival Breakfast. The lodge
also donated bicycles to EE Knight students at each grade level who read the most books,
encouraging literacy and achievement.

The Elsie Masonic Community Center is available for rent and serves as an ideal space
for showers, birthday parties, and graduation celebrations. For rental information, contact
Rodney at 989-666-4838. Those interested in learning more about Elsie Masonic Lodge
#238 may also contact Rodney Ridgeway.

Win 2-Tickets to Super Bowl LX in California

submitted by Doug Sturgis

Between January 1-25 when you donate blood with
the American Red Cross, you can become eligible to
win 2-tickets to Super Bowl LX in California! Here is
your chance to be the winner. The Elsie Lions Club is
joining with American Red Cross to host community
blood drive in Elsie.

The Elsie Lions Club will host a community blood
drive with the American Red Cross on January 5, 2026
from 11:00 to 4:45 at the Elsie United Methodist
Church.

For more information on how to make an appoint-
ment to donate, call 517-256-4585 or sign up online at redcrossblood.org with sponsor code
“Elsie”.

The Elsie Lions Club is committed to strengthening our community and helping meet hos-
pital and patient needs through blood donations, said Lion Douglas Sturgis. “This blood drive is
our way of giving staff, colleagues and neighbors an opportunity to help save lives.”

Blood is a perishable product that can only come from volunteer blood donors. With some-
one in the U.S. needing blood every two seconds, blood products must be constantly replenished,
according to the Red Cross.

“We urge community members to donate blood and help ensure that patients in local hospi-
tals have a supply of blood ready and waiting before an emergency occurs. There’s no better
feeling than knowing that your blood donation may give someone a second chance at life.”

The Elsie event continues to gain in popularity for donors in the area. Schedule today, don’t
miss this opportunity to make a difference. Throughout the (2026) year, several other events are
already planned to provide you with the opportunity to donate regularly to the American Red
Cross.

According to the Red Cross, donors with all blood types are needed, especially those with
types O negative, A negative and B negative.
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Ovid Public Library

Happy New Year!
We hope everyone had a
very happy holiday.
Now that the hustle and
bustle of the season is
over, come into the
Ovid Public Library and
enjoy a classic movie.
We will be showing the
movie Casablanca on
Wednesday, January 7.
Movie time is 1:00 and
we will have light
snacks available.

On Friday, January
9 we will be having our
first Children's Story
Hour of the new year.
Bring the kids for some
wintry stories and a
craft. We begin at 10:30.

Adult Booktasting will be held on Monday, January 12 at
1:00. Come join us and share all the amazing books you read
over the Christmas holiday. Or find out what others are reading
and enjoying.

We will once again be hosting another Crafting With
Marilyn. This month we will be making a snowman craft. This
is limited to 24 people and will be held on Monday, January 26
at 10:30. There will be a $10 charge for this class and this will
cover all materials. Please call or stop in to get signed up as
soon as possible. You won't want to miss this fun event.

you might not know
we have life, home,
auto and business

insurance. now you do.

simple human sense

Ovid Service Agency
Ovid - (989) 834-2288

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME « CAR « BUSINESS
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Memorial Healthcare
Welcomes Physical Medicine
& Rehabilitation Specialist to

Saginaw
submitted by Dianna Vsetula
Owo0sso — Memorial

Healthcare is pleased to welcome
Daniel Duffy, DO, to the Memorial
Healthcare Institute for
Neuroscience in Saginaw.

Dr. Duffy earned his medical
degree from Michigan State
University College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Osteopathic Medicine
and completed his residency in
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
at Wayne State University. Dr. Duffy
also completed an internship at Horizon Health Systems, Bi-
County Community Hospital in Warren.

Prior to joining Memorial Healthcare Institute for
Neuroscience, Dr. Duffy was a Physical Medicine &
Rehabilitation Specialist at his own practice in Saginaw. At his
practice, he provided comprehensive medical care specializing
in physical medicine & rehabilitation, that included managing
complex neurological and orthopedic disabling conditions, uti-
lizing advanced techniques such as musculoskeletal ultrasound
and electromyography. Dr. Duffy has also conducted significant
research as a Principal Research Investigator in advancing
knowledge and treatment in the field of neuroscience.

Dr. Duffy is now accepting new patients with most insur-
ances.

To learn more, please
www.MemorialHealthcare.org/service/neurology.

p@M‘

Cardio Drumming

Start the New Year with a new workout. Cardlo Drumming
will be held on Tuesday evenings from 6pm-7pm and Saturday
mornings from 8am-9am at the United Church in Ovid. They
have plenty of sets to borrow and the cost is FREE. All levels
welcome, come check it out.

visit

Dorothy
Martinka
Celebrating
96th Birthday

Dorothy Martinka is cel-
ebrating her 96th birthday
on January 14, 2026.

Cards of celebration
may be mailed to her at
8000 E. Cleveland Rd.,
Ashley, MI 48806.

Ovid Historical Society

submitted by Karen Anderson, OHS Secretary

OVID - A Christmas to Remember: On Saturday,
December 20, 2025, the Ovid Historical Society held a
Christmas Open House in Honor of Mary Meyers 108th
Birthday. The beautiful vintage house, located at 131 West
Williams St in Ovid, was traditionally decorated with festive
lights and collectable holiday decor. Over 50 guests visited the
home. The tours took us back to one of the good ol’ days with
a hard, but simpler lifestyle.

Committees have been diligently working on the Mary
Meyer Museum and the surrounding yard for the past year. A
small piece of Ovid History is being preserved with the support
of community donations and volunteers. Artifacts and original
Italian furnishings of the home are being restored and dis-
played. The acre yard can be seen from Pearl Street, surround-
ed by 6-foot high wrought iron fence, featuring a lovely gazebo
standing in the center of the yard.

An authentic Ovid-built sleigh, filled with gifts, sits in the
front yard with twinkling lights wrapped on the front porch.
Holiday décor and garland draped the house, and a single bright
candle flame in the vintage windows to welcome the night traf-
fic.

The Ovid Historical Society has hosted several 2025
Fundraisers for the upkeep of the donated home. Museum his-
tory and more information can be found on OHS Facebook.
The membership has grown over the years from five active
members to nearly 30 Life-time members. New members and
ideas are always welcome.

The next regular business meeting will be held on Tuesday,
January 6, 2026 at 7 pm. Open to guests. Tours and self-guid-
ed tours are available prior to or after the meeting and by
appointment. Join your community in helping to preserve the

ELSIE LIONS CLUB
32nd WILD GAME DINNER
Monday, January 12th, 6pm

Elsie American Legion Hall

Please bring a wild or tame dish to pass and
your own table service.
Potatoes, rolls, milk and coffee will be provided.

EVERETT SMITH
Guest Speaker

We will be Raffling 1. Mossberg Patriot 350 Rifle Gun with
Vortex 3-9X40 Scope 2. Fish Finder, Vexilar FL-SE Game
Pack 19, tickets on sale at $10/per ticket now by calling
Lion Richard Easlick 517-881-0024 or
Lion Rick Jones 989-666-2781 or at the door if not sold out!
We will also have Raffle prizes for children and adults,
tickets available at door.

history of Ovid.

7

and

TAX

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Income Tax Service ¢ Electronic Filing
Offering Investments, Insurance
& Complete Range of Retirement Plans

Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm
Other hours by appointment
Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, M|l 48866

DANIEL BUKOVCIK

101 N. MAIN ST., OVID

Phone (989)834-2270
Fax (989)834-2279
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A Look Back Through 2025
D iStriCt Cham p i ons Scott Miller Builds Farming Legacy. Master

Farmers: The I_:ourth-Geneljation E_Isie-area
March 9, 2025 Farmer is Grounded in Family
March 16, 2025

Ovid-Elsie Boys Varsity Basketball

Team Includes: Jackson Custer, Joie Fabus, Javen Belill, Tryce Tokar, Travis Milner Jr., Owen
Long, Mike Bancroft. Jake Bowen, Braxton O’Bryant, Tucker Loynes, Dalton Jordan, Jayce
Herblet, Manager Nolan Rasch, Head coach Canyon Walker, Asst. Coach Jason Walker,
Manager Joe Bancroft.

(I-r): Damien Miller, in front Case Miller, Kortney Miller, Jane Miller, Scott Miller, Braelynn
Holmes, in front Paisley Miller, Randi Holmes, Kenleigh Holmes, Annistyn Holmes

The Weekly

Your Hometown Paper
Since 1992

Thelens’ Teamwork Makes the Farm Work
March 23, 2025

Lee and Marilyn Thelen in
front of their farm.

Photo by Jennifer Kiel,
reprinted with permission
from Michigan Farmer/Farm
Progress

Phone: 989-834-2264
Fax: 989-834-2066
ads@meridianweekly.com
news@meridianweekly.com

WEBUY CARS!

Beauty and C?_IU r]tr%/tS;[jyleS WE PAY MORE AND PAY YOU ON THE SPOT TODAY FOR ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS, ANY CONDITION!
Barbershop iy PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL, POLITE AND WE PAY THE MOST FOR YOUR CAR
Dl recto ry Owner/Stylist Meri Smith
Manicurist/Stylist Erica Nichols

f . Appointments Suggested F AST SHIAWASSEE
you would like to plaCe your 989-862-5848 ,
ad in our direcmry p|ease 109 S. Ovid St. Elsie COU NTY S

I NEW HOURS: . 30 MINUTES - NO WASTING TIME - PROFESSIONAL

call us today at Mo_l[lhﬁrvgfeéi; %? é_g;l%saetd;ijes OR LESS WITH TIRE KICKERS | |\ 0 bocecine
(989) §34-2264 Handicap Accessible . NO HASSLE 'miTT‘I\_'r(EECARE OF ENVIRONMENT
. TRANSEER * NO STRANGERS
Corner Carousel OANPAYORF | nopunomse || ATYOUROUE ||
133 S. Main St. Ovid « GET PAID NOW! NECESSARY NO BUYERS REMORSE
Stylists: Patty Coleson | | roea REPTTAREE to buy
Grace leckle & Bob Sauér yo_u d
Full line of Hair & Nail Care Products PAID ON THE SPOT! Vehmlg

Matrix, Paul Mitche”, Ma”bu, Red ken, Bio|age WALK-INS WELCOME - OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT tOday!

Whirlpool Pedicure Spa 1108 EAST MAIN STREET - OWOSSO, MI 48867

Tanning Facilities « Tanning Lotions « Gift Certificates Available.
= S, e 989-725-2184 Touy i
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Downtown
Laingsburg

517-651-6223

FUNERAL
FLOWERS

Accommodated
7 Days a Week
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Virginia “Gini
Marie Weiderer

Virginia "Gini" Marie
Weiderer, age 67, of Ovid, Ml,
passed away Wednesday,

December 24, 2025, at her
home with family near her.

Virginia was born in

Owosso, Michigan on February
24, 1958, the daughter of
Charles E. and Georgiana L.
(Critikos) Weiderer. Gini grad-
uated from Ovid-Elsie High
School, with the class of 1976.
She went on to receive her
bachelor's degree in business
administration from Baker
College in Owosso.

Gini was employed with the State of Michigan for many
years, working in Lansing from home. Gini enjoyed bowling
at Tri-Ami and playing cards & board games with family.

She is survived by siblings: Charles and Nadine Weiderer
of Tampa, FL; Steve and Mary Weiderer of Owosso, MI; and
David Weiderer of Ovid, MI; and many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by parents, Georgiana Weiderer,
Charles Edward (Erma) Weiderer, one brother Michael
Weiderer, one sister Debra Vaclavik, her grandparents, and
many aunts and uncles.

Funeral Services will be held at Smith Family Funeral
Homes - Houghton Chapel, Ovid, MI, at 1:00 P.M. on
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, with visitation prior from 11:00
A.M. until the time of the service at the funeral home. A private
family burial will take place at a later date at Hillcrest
Memorial Gardens, Owosso, M.

Memorials may be made to the wishes of Gini's family.
Online condolences may be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneral-
homes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family
Funeral Homes - Houghton Chapel, Ovid, Michigan.

Advertise In Our Church Directory!
Call (989) 834-2264

FIRST BAPTIST

CHURCH
163 W. Main St., Elsie
Worship Service 9:30 a.m.

Watch Sunday Service on
YouTube at elsiebaptist
Pastor Phillip Rogers

Laingsburg United

Methodist Church

210 Crum St., Laingshurg
517-651-5531

Worship Service: 10:30am
Pastor:

Kendra Holcomb - Densmore

First Congregational
Church Laingsburg
40LE, Grand River Road, Laingsburg
(517) 6516741
Sunday Worship 10:00am N
Pastor: Dr. Tom Rundel HZFpe’&
r feclaingshurgcom — healing
Bannister Unite ) :
Methodist Church United Church of Ovid
Office Hours: 9-1 Mon - Tue - Wed
103 Hanvey Street 9-Noon Thur + Closed Fri
Pastor. Zelia Darie Sundays am: 11:00 - Worship
Sunday Worship 11:15am | | youn Group Sundays 6:00-7:30pm
5th - 12th Grades
131 West Front Street
FAITH FELLOWSHIP Ovid, MI 48866 + (989) 834-5958
B|B|.E CHURCH Like us on Facebook
Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns Intrim Amy Morrison
Pastor: John Jakus
Sunday School: 9:00am ; ;
Worship Service 10:00am St. Cyrll Parish
517-651-6210 .
of Bannister

Middlebury United

Methodist Church
8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573

Minister:

Pastor Kendra
Holcomb-Densmore

Worship Service
9:00 a.m.

Mass: Sun. 10:30am,

ELSIE UNITED Wed. 4:00pm
METHODIST 1t Saturday Mass 9am
CHURCH 517E. Main St
160, Main S, Esi (089 8625239 Bannister
Worship Service: 9:30am. | | We Welcome You to Come.
Pastor: JD Paik Father Andrze]

Doris Elaine VanDeusen

Doris Elaine VanDeusen, age 82, of Elsie, MI, passed away
Friday, December 26, 2025.

Doris was born in St. Johns, Michigan on January 6, 1943,
the daughter of Edwin and Theda (McCullough) Rademacher.
She was a graduate of Rodney B. Wilson High School in St.
Johns. She married Calvin Lewis VanDeusen, on November
23,1963, in Ovid, MI. They were blessed with fifty-nine years
of marriage, prior to his passing on April 25, 2023.

Doris loved to cook, tend to her flowers, watch the birds
and collecting antiques. She loved her family deeply, her
grandchildren, nieces and nephews were a joy to her heart.
Doris attended all of her grandchildren's activities. She was
known to call her family with all the new knowledge and words
that she discovered, making sure her family was observant to
all the wonders around. Doris was devoted deeply to her family
and her faith.

She is survived by her children: Kyle and Vicki VanDeusen,
and Penny and Scott Winans; her grandchildren: Hunter and Tara Winans, Hayden and KayLee
Winans, Hudson Winans, and Mitch and Taylor Fabus; her great-grandchildren: Caroline, Claire,
and JW Fabus, and baby Winans on the way; sister Shirley Russell; brother-in-law Joe Bancroft;
brother-in-law Jack VanDeusen; sisters-in-law: Georgene VanDeusen, Clara VanDeusen, Kathy
VanDeusen, Marie VanDeusen, Pat and Bert Leland, Linda and John Bona; many nieces and
nephews. Doris was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, her four sisters, many sisters
and brothers-in-law.

There will be no services held at this time.

Memorials may be made to a Charity of Donor's Choice in Doris' honor. Online condolences
can be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family
Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan.

Wilma Jean Ferrall

Wilma Jean Ferrall, age 90, of Elsie, MI, passed away
Saturday, December 27, 2025, at University of Michigan
Health-Sparrow Clinton, St. Johns, MI.

Wilma was born in Clinton County, Michigan on December
4, 1935, the daughter of Howard and Mildred Marie
(MacDonald) VanHorn. She graduated from Elsie High School,
and would go on to become a stay-at-home mom to three won-
derful children. On March 12, 1955, she married Robert Jay
"Bob" Ferrall at the Church of Christ Parsonage in Stockbridge,

MI by Rev. Lombard. They were blessed with 67 years of mar-
riage prior to his passing on April 2, 2022.

Every summer, Wilma and Bob loved taking camping and
motorcycle trips with other members of the Chapter U Gold
Wing Riders. She was known to be a prankster by her family,
always playing tricks on her grandchildren. After her children
had grown up, Wilma spent much of her time cleaning homes, taking care of the elderly, and
doing arts and crafts. She always looked forward to the holidays because of how much she loved
spending time with her family. Wilma loved having her family around, whether it is up north at
the cabin, the trailer in Florida, or her home in the Michigan countryside.

She is survived by her children: Mona Jean Ferrall of Bannister, MI; Richard J. (Carolyn)
Ferrall of Bannister, MI; and Cindy Jo Ferrall of Eaton Rapids, MI. She is also survived by her
grandchildren: William Hansen Il, Roger Hansen 11, Robert J. Ferrall 11, Angela Tracy, Melissa
(Will) Harper, Walter (Amy) Ferrall, Tanna LaHaie, and Race (Jena) LaHaie; her great-grand-
children: Elizabeth, Alexis, Rhema, Isaac, Luke, Aedon (Percy), Liam, Addalynn, Nora, Allie
(Jordan), JoJo, Harley, Nala, Kaylee, Parker, and Carson; great-great grandchild: River; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents; husband Robert Jay "Bob"
Ferrall; great-granddaughter Allie Harper; and all of her siblings.

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, MI, on Friday, January
2, 2026, with Pastor Keith Whipple officiating. Burial has taken place at Eureka Cemetery,
Eureka, MI.

Memorials in Wilma's honor may be made to St. Jude's Children’s Research Hospital.
Online condolences may be sent to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being
served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie, Michigan.
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Editorial...cont’ on page 7

Janice Elaine Roy

Janice Elaine Roy, 82, of Ovid, MI, passed away
Sunday, December 28, 2025, at University of Michigan
Health-Sparrow-Clinton, St. Johns, MI.

Janice was born in Laingsburg, MI, on September 8,

1943, the daughter of Paul H. and Alice Jean (Bolton)
Schray. She graduated from Laingsburg High School,
with the class of 1962. She would go on to raise four
wonderful children. After they all graduated, she would
spend 15 years working for Walmart until she retired.
On October 6, 1962, Janice married Norman Wayne
Roy at the Laingsburg United Methodist Church. They
were blessed with nearly 31 years of marriage prior to
his passing on September 23, 1993.

In her spare time, Janice loved crafting, whether it’d
be quilting, sewing, knitting, or crocheting. She also
loved listening to old-time Christian, and could often be seen on the dance floor with Norman at
wedding receptions and polkas.

She is survived by her children: Valarie (Bonnie) Patrick, of Ovid, MI; Tom (Kim) Roy of
Lake, MI; and Chris (Eddie) Stewart of Ovid, MI. She is also survived by her siblings: Kenneth
Schray, Julie Bush, and Paulette (Jacob) Fowler; her grandchildren: BreAnna, Brittany, Bobbi,
Jordan, Max, Randee, and JD; her great-grandchildren: Colt, Paislie, Emarsyn, Wren, Walker,
Graham, Vinnie, Samara, Xavier, Wyatt, and Weston; and many nieces, nephews, and in-laws.
Janice was preceded in death by her parents; husband Norman; son Scott Roy; son-in-law Rich
Micka; sister-in-law Phyllis Schray; infant brother Tom Schray; and her brother Dale Schray.

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes — Houghton Chapel, Ovid, MI,
on Saturday, January 3, 2026. Burial has taken place at Middlebury Township Cemetery,
Middlebury Twp., MI.

Memorials may be made to American Heart Association. Online condolences may be sent
to www.smithfamilyfuneralnomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral
Homes — Houghton Chapel, Ovid, Michigan.

Sharon Joan Altvator

Sharon Joan Altvater, age 88, of St. Johns, MI, passed
away Tuesday, December 30, 2025, at Grace Haven Assisted
Living, St. Johns, M.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St. Joseph

Catholic Church, St. Johns, MI, at 11:00 A.M. on Friday,
January 9, 2026, with Rev. Fr. Michael Williams presiding.
Burial will take place at Maple Grove Cemetery, Ovid, Ml at
a later date. Visitation will be held on Friday from 10:00
A.M. until the time of the service at the church.

Sharon was born in Middlebury Township near Ovid,
Michigan on June 25, 1937, the daughter of Joe and Violet
(Brincefield) Jacobs. She married Robert Judd Altvater on
March 2, 1954 and they celebrated 65 years of marriage
before his passing on November 11, 2019.

Robert was a lifelong farmer and Sharon was always by
his side helping around the homestead. She had a bountiful
vegetable garden, always canning her harvest and sharing
with family and friends. Sharon spent many years operating
her own residential cleaning business. Sharon enjoyed flower
gardening, knitting and time spent camping at Houghton Lake. She was a member of St. Joseph
Catholic Church, St. Johns, MI.

She is survived by her sons: Kim Altvater of St. Johns, MI; and Mark and Frances Altvater
of St. Johns, MI, her grandchildren: Paul Altvater of Cedar Rapids, 1A; and Amanda and Aaron
Demmon of Dixon, CA,; and great-grandsons: Kadin Demmon and Uriah Altvater. She was pre-
ceded in death by her father Joe Jacobs, mother Violet Vitek and step-father Martin Vitek, hus-
band Robert Altvater, her brother Douglas Jacobs and nephew Michael Jacobs.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St. Joseph Catholic Church, St. Johns, Ml, at 11:00
A.M. on Friday, January 9, 2026, with Rev. Fr. Michael Williams presiding. Burial will take
place at Maple Grove Cemetery, Ovid, Ml at a later date. Visitation will be held on Friday from
10:00 A.M. until the time of the service at the church.

Memorials may be made to Capital Area Humane Society, 7095 West Grand River Lansing,
M1 48906 or CorsoCare Hospice, Suite 150, Milford, MI 48381. Online condolences may be sent
to www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral
Homes - Osgood Chapel, St. Johns, Michigan.

alize youn loved one in The Weebly
989-834-2264

ads@meridianweekly.com

Tomorrow is New Year’s
Eve, and | have spent the last
forty-eight hours blissfully
snuggled down watching
movies, reading books, and
working on a puzzle. Oh, yes |
have also been eating leftovers
from our Christmas feast
which was last Saturday. Of course Miss Prudence has also had more than her normal lap time
and is doing well, especially since she had landed poorly on her right front paw and was care-
fully hobbling around. Yes, | did a great deal of easing her onto and off my lap as needed.
Carried her to her water bowl, gave her some of the meat to chomp on and kept her as contented
as possible. She is responding well so now | won’t have to get up in the middle of the night for
a drink of water and a walk. What | didn’t do was go out to the old milk house and check on
the light bulb in the well house. You guessed it, I’'m without water this morning. The toilet
flushed and | washed my hands without any indication of the problem. | even started a batch of
clothes in the washer. Please note, | did say started. | was ready to jump into the shower when
the lack of water became evident. All of that darn harsh high winds did their thing and appar-
ently my light on the pump went out, hence no water. It is a correctable issue, | just have to go
to town as a scuzz bum...No-longer an issue, checked with my granddaughter and | can zip over
to the house and use their shower. Having family within a three mile radius comes in very handy
at times. So, I’m gathering my stuff and hitting the road for cleanliness.

| feel much better and nice and clean again. Also | got to visit with both Diane and Noah
while sipping my morning coffee. After which I stopped back home to check on Prudence, all
was well, so | headed out to do some banking, grocery shopping, and stocking up on paper prod-
ucts. Of course | did pick up a couple of heat lamp bulbs to ensure the return of my water. One
was to be lodged on the top shelf of my laundry room for next year’s replacement. Last year |
paid only five dollars and ninety-nine cents for one bulb plus tax. This year | had to pay fifteen
dollars and ninety-seven cents for each bulb. Extreme inflation. Wahoo, after forty-five minutes
of waiting (after replacing the heat bulb) I now have water flowing from my well. That is defi-
nitely a yahoo moment!!! I’m thinking of using heat tapes just need the time to ask cousin
Kenny what he thinks...

Like I said, | had banking to do and it is done. A few items to restock my cupboards and a
few more to whip up a nice deep dish pizza for Friday. | am making a bit of headway, because
I did pick up a couple more totes for storage. As it were, | did check out the clearance aisles
while shopping. | have a tote of greenery and such for making craft items. | have a tendency to
look at items and envision how | could use them to enchant and enhance their original purpose.
Sounds like an overly active ego to me.

Plus the crafters in my life will be pleased with what | have purchased. | dropped the clean
towels and aprons off at MGs Perx and Pastries and did a quick inventory of what was needed
for next week. | also picked up our monthly receipts and accounting paper to make December
sales entries. Of course | grabbed the calculator.

My sister called me on my way home and told me that she would be visiting me at or around
3:00 this afternoon. We had a great chat and | finally got around to fixing me a lunch, Pru helped
me to eat it. | have taken care of my purchases and have a load of laundry being washed. The
dishes are in the sink soaking so that cleaning them will be a cinch. The washer is on the last
spin, then the clothes will be moved over to the dryer. Now I just need to realign the contents
of a couple of totes that the craft items will be easier to find and address. | believe that both my
granddaughter and great granddaughter will be happy with the possibilities.

May your New Year be filled with many exciting options among which | hope will be peace,
contentment, good health and prosperity. May God bless you all daily. Smile and enjoy your
gifts.

A Little

Common Sense
by Crystal Mitchell

Crystal Mitchell©2025

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSTRUCT SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY — WALKER
ROAD SOLAR FARM

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Walker Road Solar Farm LLC is planning to apply to the Michigan Public
Service Commission for approval to develop, construct, own, and operate an approximately 150-megawatt
Solar Energy Facility located in Bingham Township, Clinton County (“Project”). Walker Road Solar Farm
LLC will hold a public meeting to consider public comment on its site plan for the Project as follows:

January 21, 2026
6:00 P.M.
Bingham Township Hall
2057 North Lansing Street, St. Johns, M| 48879

An electronic copy of the site plan for the Project is available at
https://www.swcavirtualpublicinvolvement.com/walker-road-solar.

All aspects of the Project are open for discussion at the public meeting and all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to be heard. If you would prefer to send written comments for consideration, please
forward them prior to the public meeting to J. Kevin Cole at walkerroadsolar@rwe.com. Persons with dis-
abilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the public meeting should contact J. Kevin
Cole at walkerroadsolar@rwe.com at least seven (7) calendar days in advance of the meeting to request
mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance.




PAGE 6 January 4, 2026 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.com

ARR'S

Five OE Athletes Sign Letters Firefighters to the Rescue
Furniture & Mattress of Intent March 30, 2025

Bam March 30, 2025

Serving the Area Over
50 Years

Ben Wildes Kayden Ehle
SAVE UP TO E;Z:?if;%rtterrji%ndH ﬁr?r)l(:clsﬁ?c r1:r(0)r\rl1i(,jétshley, Maple Rapids and St. Johns welcomed home fellow
*200 oo
Jim Hunnicutt
On
American Made Jake Boven eEtoer
RECLINERS Ovid-Elsie
Running
KING MATTRESS Legend A Fond Farewell to Sage
BLOW-OUT _Seeking to Market from the Greater
¢ Win the Day Laingsburg Recyclers
ea. Clay Powell on I-:rer%drmg April 6, 2025
April 13, 2025
Maverick Darling

End-of-Year Ovid-Elsie Area Schools
AMISH Selects Mark Horak to Lead
District

FURN |TURE May 4, 2025 Sage Market Store Manager Cindy Arthur

o 500/6 LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC WORKING MAN'S FRIEND

. . 224 Cedar St. « Elsie
A Family Owned and Operated Tractor & Equipment Company “Your Neighborkood. Hardware Store”

We Are You Dealer For 089-398-1008
Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm; Sat: 10am-4pm

» Home Improvement ¢ Tools « Plumbing
* Electrical AND SO MUCH MORE

. * Used & New Equipment
e * Parts & Service
Saturday 9am-4pm
Sunday 10am-4pm 3695 E. M-21, CORUNNA, MI 48817
Across from Walmart Owosso 989-743-4049
(989) 723-5436 www.lloydmillerandsons.com
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Editorial...cont’ on page 11

HAPPY 2026 Have a Question
NEW YEAR s for Andy?
Dear Andy, It’s the New Lot ask. andy@aol.com
Year again, and | have written You can aiso mail or drop questions
out a set of goals and achieve- PO oA, Ovid, Mt 45868
ments | would love to conquer.

However, as | am writing and

reviewing my list of resolutions and goals, it appears to be nearly and exactly like last year’s list.
I am pondering to not make any new lists and just try to work on last year’s...IF | CAN FIND
IT. I have many interests and so many things | want do. 1 just do not know where to start. Any
Suggestions?  Self-Proclaimed Procrastinator

Dear Self, and | mean myself included,

Procrastination is an overused description for not accomplishing what you may perceive as
a menial task or an outstanding accomplishment with too low or too high expectations.  Often,
many over achiever’s think they need certain boxes to organize or just specific unnecessary sup-
plies to begin or tackle a project. As I see it, we probably just need a trash bag or two. Don’t be
a “procrastinator-perfectionist.”

Avoiding tasks or goals is often a fear of failure. Too much of our time is filled with too
many other priorities. Take time for you... to achieve what you want to complete. If you’re
going to make a list, make it about what you accomplished in the past year. You might be sur-
prised and likely deserve the accolades more than you give yourself credit for completing.
Recognize what you have done, not what you have not done.

Instead of lists of resolutions and goals this year, make Vision Board. Use images from
magazines with the picture of the house or car, and the vacation you want. Make a collage of
images with symbols or pictures. If you wish to make a quilt, place a picture of a quilt on your
board. Use positive words that represent your goals, such as health or exercise. Post pictures
on your board of exercise equipment or runners with new shoes. Watch for advertisements that
represent your dreams and plans for the next year. Want to go on a cruise, post a picture of a
ship. Want a more organized office, cut out pictures of the bookshelf or desk you desire. Want
to read more books, want to write a book, or work your way up on the ladder in your job.
Visualize your dream and aspirations.

According to Vision Board experts, a board will activate your subconscious mind to help you
reach your aspirations and help you stay focused on your goals. A visual picture will make your
goals appear more realistic. Hang your Vision Board where you can see it every day. In your
bathroom or kitchen on a framed poster or corkboard. Add more visuals as you add or make
changes. Sitting down with some magazines and scissors will be a fun project. And at least the
planning for you projects will be accomplished. Much better than a list you lost from last year.
Have fun and make your dreams and wishes come true by visual reminders of what you want
and deserve. Andy @ ask_andy@aol.com

Save The Date

The Elsie Lions Club will Protect
be holding their 32nd Annual en__y
Wild Game Dinner on your fam|ly S
Monday, January 12, 2026 at
6:00p.m. peace of

This will be held at the o
Elsie American Legion Hall. m|nd

Please bring a Wild Game
Dish to pass or Tame Dish and
your place setting. Potatoes,
rolls, milk and coffee will be
provided.

Life insurance can cover
costly funeral expenses

When Amy’s brother-in-law died unexpectedly in a car accident, her sister took on
the burdens of grief and single parenting - and thousands of dollars of medical
and funeral costs. Amy worried if her own family could handle the kind of
expenses her sister faced.

Life insurance can provide peace of mind for you and the loved ones you leave
behind. The income tax-free death benefit can help pay for your funeral and any
other expenses associated with your death.

A Modern Woodmen financial representative can review flexible and affordable life
insurance options. The more you learn about your options, the better prepared
you can be to select the type of life insurance that’s best for you and your family.

Let’s start the conversation.

Modern Woodmen of America
Edward J. Arthur, FIC
9790 E. M-21

Ovid, MI 48866

B 989-834-3300
(517-697-5430
edward.j.arthur@mwarep.org

Eorl v welcome, 250 wods
0r s,
Emal:rewsmercanveekly o
Musticlue name

—
Modern Woodmen %7

FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

Registered representative. Securities offered through MWA Financial Services Inc, a wholly owned subsidiary of Modern Woodmen of America. Member: FINRA, SIPC.
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CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Matthews, @ 7:02 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Matthews, Parker-Wing,
Palmer (attended 7:00-7:25pm), Reed, Vondrasek.
GUESTS PRESENT: Kay Nickols, Diane Baclawski, Rene
Mahoney, Ken Wing, Kyle Austin, Carolyn Johnston, Thad
Rose, George Koerner, Cindy Garber, Lucy Matthews.
AGENDA APPROVAL: On a motion by Palmer, second-
ed by Vondrasek—Motion approved by all. The agenda
was approved as written.

MEETING MINUTE APPROVAL: On a motion by Palmer,
seconded by Parker-Wing. The Board approved the
November 2025 meeting minutes as written.
TREASURER REPORT APPROVAL: On a motion by
Parker-Wing, seconded by Reed. The Board approved the
Treasurer report and placed it on file—Motion approved by
all. General Fund Balance $94,920.44; Tax Fund Balance
$16,475.60; CD Fund Balance $34,717.21.

PUBLIC COMMENT—1st:

+ Diane Baclawski opposed Clerk Parker-Wing's
November 2025 Board minutes which stated the Planning
Commission’s meeting minutes were incorrect as written
and the statement should be either edited or removed.
Baclawski said the meeting minutes were correct as writ-
ten and were updated to reflect changes that occurred
after the October 1st Planning Commission meeting. Clerk
Parker-Wing explained that her contention with the
Planning Commissions’ October meeting minutes was the
false narrative asterisked (*) at the bottom of page #1
which stated Supervisor Matthews contacted the
Commission secretary to say he did not know about pro-
cedural changes to PA116 document submissions prior to
October 7th. The Clerk passed out written text message
exchanges between the Clerk/Supervisor to all meeting
attendees to show the entire dialogue with the Supervisor
began on September 30, 2025.

+ Carolyn Johnston stated that minutes are a statement of
what has been said at a meeting. If something changes,
those minutes can be updated with an addendum to add
or clarify a subject—that is the correct procedure to reflect
a change in meeting minutes. Removing information from
minutes is censorship. What is said at a public meeting
should be published--we need to follow the law. Kyle
Austin stated that he videotaped the Supervisor using his
Township position to condemn another township official at
the March 2025 Annual meeting. It is against the law to
use the floor of a township hall meeting, or position as a
local government official to publicly condemn another per-
son. Kay Nickols said that November 2025 newspaper
publicized meeting minutes did not indicate the minutes
were a DRAFT. The Clerk thanked her for the information.
Thad Rose stated that in the last few meetings he’s
attended everyone seemed to have a legal opinion and
asked the attendees if anyone had a law degree. Carolyn
Johnston stated that she did not have a law degree, but
she knows the rules of parliamentary procedure. Thad
Rose stated that everyone has a right to their opinion and
to make a statement whether it's legal or not. A public offi-
cial can say anything they want at a public forum—it's
their right to do so just as it is yours. An argument ensued
concerning a person’s right to condemn or say anything
they want about another person at a public forum. The
Supervisor Matthews called 911 to report a disorderly
meeting. He asked that a deputy to be sent to the town-
ship hall.

* Rene Mahoney took the floor to say, she agreed in gen-
eral with Thad Rose, but she’s been coming to meetings
for a year now, initially to observe the process, but
became furious with what she encountered. She’s seen
the Board humiliate the Clerk, down her, insult her, and
yelled at to, “shut up” by Supervisor Matthews. The Clerk
has been targeted by the Board and has been shown
nothing but disrespect—which is not necessary or warrant-
ed. Mahoney said that when she tries to speak she is
silenced and told to wait her turn; however, anyone else
can say whatever they want at any time and not be
silenced. Mahoney said if they treated each other with
respect we wouldn't be in this situation. Kyle Austin wants
to see implementation of online meetings. The township
residents asked for meetings to be videotaped for public
record and viewing at the March 2025 Annual Meeting.
COUNTY & PUBLIC OFFICIAL REPORTS:

+ District 6 Commissioner, Cindy Garber, says Shiawassee
County has moved ahead with the Pleasant View 20-bed
expansion. The updated Pleasant View facility will be used
for medical recoupment as well as full-time convalescent

care for the aging population. The County purchased a
Ford Explorer with funding received from the State of
Michigan’s opioid lawsuit. The SUV will be used to help
residents in the drug core get to/from counseling and
recovery coach visits, as well as for drop-in appointments
for the veteran community. The County hired a retired
police officer to drive the SUV, and they're looking to get a
surveillance camera in the vehicle. The Humane Society
and Shelter are up and running. The County will be imple-
menting a fee schedule for animal services.
+ Diane Baclawski gave updates on the state of the
Laingsburg Public Library and LSW happenings for the
month of October 2025.
BOARD REPORTS:
* Supervisor Matthews had no news to share
* Clerk Parker-Wing was curious what “no paper” meant
that was written on the guest sign in sheet from November
2025. She has been working on keeping up with reports,
retirement issues, and everyday items.
* Treasurer Palmer was absent
* Trustees Reed and Vondrasek had no news to share.
OLD BUSINESS:
« Janitorial Service (On hold): The Clerk noted that Kellie
Hudson of “Wicked Cleaning Solutions” has not responded
to the Clerk’s email nor texts concerning the purchase of a
bond for her business. (RE: November 2025, the cleaning
business had not purchased a bond nor insurance. The
Board asked Kellie to return in December 2025 when a
contract could be signed after proof of bonding and insur-
ance was presented). The Board discussed various clean-
ing services and possible schedules.
+ Camera/Surveillance Equipment (On hold): The fall 2025
camera surveillance bid was not awarded to Sciota
Township. Subject tabled until the new award period starts
in spring 2026. Discussion ensued.
*» Newspaper Meeting Minutes: DRAFT meeting minutes
will be submitted to the Meridian Weekly monthly. Subject
tabled—To be revisited in January or February 2026.
NEW BUSINESS:
+» On a motion by Vondrasek, seconded by Reed—Motion
approved by all. The Board approved a land division
2qu s’ or M8 '\ Ro Ins :n a3 approved by the Sciota
owsshi Taan.ing Comiicsion on 12/01/2025. The
approved land split created, parcel #009-23-200-009-03
(2.39 acres) split from parent parcel #009-23-200-010. A
roll call vote was taken.
YES: Parker-Wing, Reed, Vondrasek, Matthews. NO:
None. ABSENT: Palmer.
+» On a motion by Reed, seconded by Matthews—Motion
approved by all. The Board reconfirmed Planning
Commission « The Board scheduled the 2026 Budget
Workshop at Sciota Township Hall on January 12, 2026,
beginning at 6:00 p.m.
+ On a motion by Matthews, seconded by Vondrasek—
Motion approved by all. The Supervisor nominated the
2025 Board of Review members as: Traci Buxton (Chair),
Clyde Casler (alternate), Carla Dilday (alternate), Diane
Baclawski, Floyd Koerner Il.
+» On a motion by Parker-Wing, seconded by Vondrasek—
Motion approved by all. The Board approved Resolution
#2026-01 Poverty Exemption Guidelines as signed by the
Board: Yes: Matthews, Parker-Wing, Vondrasek, Reed.
NO: None. ABSENT: Palmer.
* Clerk Duty Reassignments: To ensure the Clerk’s core
(statutory) duties can be met within the time constraints
allotted for the position, and to ensure each non-statutory
duty receives the attention it needs.
- The Clerk’s office has returned the duty of cemetery plot
sales and management to the Board for reassignment.
-The Clerk's office has returned the general fund fiscal
year budget to the Supervisor’s office.
PUBLIC COMMENT—2nd: None
BILL PAYMENT APPROVAL: Vondrasek moved to pay
the bills, seconded by Reed—Motion approved by all.
Payroll = $4,932.36 and expenses = $1,045.16. Checks
used: #11567 - #11578.
ADJOURNMENT: Vondrasek moved to adjourn the meet-
ing, seconded by Reed—Motion approved by all. The
meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.
Submitted by: Jamie Parker-Wing
Sciota Township Clerk

APPROVED MEETING MINUTES CAN BE SEEN ON
OUR WEBSITE https://sciotatownship.net/meeting-min-
utes/
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Ovid-Elsie Boys Freshman Basketball

Front row (I-r): Cade Fabus, Logan Strachota, Brady Latz, Thayden Raish, Brady Fabus. Back
row (I-r): River Minarik, Phillip Kidd, Trey Palatka, Joey Kozlowski, Samuel Kennedy, Gabe
Lohr. Missing: Kane Pupava, Coach Shane Mills.  Photo by Ortman Productions, Inc.
Brady Fabus was misidentified in the original publication of the
OE Freshman Basketball Team

2nd-3rd-4th Place Clockings for Marauder
Swim Team in Home Meet Opposite Holly

OVID-ELSIE -- The Marauder swim team dropped a 114-60 nod to Holly here December
15, but Karl Dahlke's O-E swimmers established multiple 2nd, 3rd and 4th place finishe despite
the loss.

Leading the O-E effort was senior Marshall Leavitt.

Leavitt brought home four silver finishes, Robert Kebler 2, Dylan Henning one and Metta
Newell a bronze in the early-season action.

Leavitt's 2nd place finishes came in the 500 freestyle (6:54.92), the 200 individual medley
(2:56.94), leading off the 400 freestyle relay (1:04.61) and in the fly portion of the 200 medley
relay (:32.72).

Kebler swam 2nd in the 100 freestyle (1:12.71) and anchored the 2nd place 200 freestyle
relay (:29.00). He also place 3rd in the 50 freestyle (:29.96). Henning swam the third leg of the
3rd-place 100 freestyle quartet in 1:14.40. He was runner-up with the 200 freestyle relay team
(:31.10). He also swam the fly 4th leg of the 4th-place 200 medley relay (:37.17) team and was
6th in the 100 backstroke (1:40.89).

Newell led off the 3rd-place 200 freestyle relay team with :40.23 leg; then finished 4th in the
100 fly (2:02.40) and anchored the 4th-place 200 medley relay team (:39.32).

Holiday Bowling for O-E

submitted by Matt Fabus

Richfield Bowl in Flint held a mix doubles tournament on December 28th.

100 teams would make up the field, bowlers would bowl 2 regular games and 2 Bakers.

Brooke and Devyn Pugsley would take th place after the 1st round. The top 32 teams moved
on to 2nd round.

The second round bowlers would bowl two bakers and total pins win and move on to the next
round.

Pugsley would bowl against Flushing. O-E 159, 182 for 341 and Flushing 128, 156 for 284
to make top 16.

Next round Lapeer 211-209 for 420 and O-E 165, 141 for 306. Pugsleys came up short of
making the Top 8.

Overall great day of O-E bowling with 100 teams making up the field.

Marauder wrestling cometitors at the lonia Invitational along with coaches Spencer Sillman
and CJ Krum.

Ovid-Elsie Places Five Wrestlers with top 4
Finishes at lonia Invitational

IONIA -- Ovid-Elsie's varsity grappling team performed with notable strength at the lonia
Wrestling Invitational here December 20.

Big congratulations went out to the 8 Marauder wrestlers who competed -- five of them
placing in the Top Four.

Top placers for coach Spencer Sillman's Marauders were Will Baese 2nd place at 126 Ibs.;
Jeremiah Stewart 2nd place at 175 Ibs., Levi Stewart 3rd place at 132 Ibs., Landen VanConant
3rd place at 150 Ibs., and Jayden Ford 4th place at 190 Ibs.

The Ovid-Elsie community is proud of all the hard work and determination the team showed.

Wolfpack Wrestlers Phillips, Stier Spark

Season-Opening Effort at LE Invitational

LANSING -- Laingsburg
wrestlers in the two lower weight
classes sparked the Wolfpack varsi-
ty wrestling team's effort at the sea-
son-opening Lansing Eastern
Invitational.

Dylan Phillips, ranked #10
statewide at 113 Ibs. as a freshman,
and Eli Stier, a standout at 106 Ibs.
each swept the field in their indi-
vidual weight classes for coach
Trent LaShauy's Wolfpack.

The Wolves continued a heavy
early-season slate on Saturday at
the Detroit Catholic Central
Wrestling Invitational.

(I-r): Dylan Phillips and Eli Stier

Ovid- Elsie Conference Bowling

submitted by Matt Fabus

Galaxy Lanes was the setting for the Varsity Bowling.

O-E would go up against Chesaning. Both teams would Have a perfect day, winning 30-0
for both.

Girls high scores: Abby Orweller 128; Victoria Dennis 131; Haylee Arnett 126, 134; Brooke
Pugsley 168, 138.

Boys high scores: Byron Odenbaugh 194, 146; Collin Jullie 145-124; Micah Ladiski 145;
Teagan Ignash 142, 157; Devyn 204, 204.

Next up will be January 3rd at Riverbend in Corunna against Mt. Morris.

SHERIDAN

REALTY & AULCTION CO.

—_—
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Auctioneers - Realtors - Appraisers
Office: 517.676.9800

www.sheridanauctionservice.com

s

TS

Dave Sanders

For Your Best Deal
On a New or Used Vehicle!

GARBER

Chevrolet - Buick

Located at the Corner of M-52 and M-57 « CHESANING, MI
989-845-3057 = 800-882-4563

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Septic Tank Service

+ Portable Restrooms » Commercial/Residential
+ Septic Tank Cleaning ¢ Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 « Chesaning

989-725-7096
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Sports

O-E’s O’Bryant, Campbell, Topping, Medina
and Wolfpack’s Caceres Lead Local
Contingent on All-Area Football Team

OWOSSO — Ovid-Elsie's Braxton O'Bryant, Dannika Campbell, Daniel Topping, Julian
Medina and Laingsburg speedster Leandro Dolegea-Caceres lead the local contingent on the
2025 All-Shiawassee Area Football Team.

The honor squad is named annually by the sports department at the Owosso Argus-Press.

Liam Patrick of Owosso took home this year's top honor, as the Shiawassee All-Area Player
of the Year. Patrick led the 6-3 Trojans to their first MHSAA playoff appearance in 14 seasons.

The local contingent was led by Ovid-Elsie's Braxton O'Bryant, Dannika Campbell, Daniel
Topping and Julian Medina, and Laingsburg's Leandro Dolega-Caceres -- all named to the 1st
Team

In addition, O-E's Owen Long, Brock Spitzley, Daniel Olger and Chandler Hart-Butcher
were selected to the Honorable Mention squad.

Laingsburg also landed Waylon Rowley and Landon Freeman on the elite team, as
Honorable Mention choices.

For the First Teamers:

O'Bryant, 6-foot-2 and 290 pounds, towered over many of his opponents, and his teammates.
He was a four-year varsity player and a three-year starter at left tackle for the Marauders. He was
named second-team all-state by the AP.

Campbell, a place kicking specialist and the area's Player of the Year in girls soccer, carried
her talents over to the gridiron. Dannika was 4-for-6 on field goals this season and 8-of-11 for
her career. She had a long of 37 yards this season and was 43-for-46 on extra points.

Topping had 26 tackles and 11 tackles for a loss this season. O-E coach Travis Long called
Topping the Marauders” most improved player.

Medina made a big impact as a first-year starter. He had two interceptions and 12 pass
breakups. He also returned a blocked field goal for a touchdown in the Marauders’ Week 6 win
over Birch Run.

Dolego-Caceres had 48 total tackles for coach Brian Borgman's Wolfack. An interception in
Week 3 was a critical play in the LHS victory at Perry. Perhaps the fastest player in the CMAC,
Leandro was a constant threat on special teams to go the distance with a punt or kickoff return.

Wolfpack’s Devereaux is All-Area Top Cross-
Country Runner for 2025; Multiple O-E and
LHS Standouts are Honored

LAINGSBURG -- Wolfpack senior standout Noah Devereaux completed a sterling LHS
career by taking home perhaps his top honor:

All-Area Cross-Country Runner of the Year.

The award for 2025, presented annually by the Owosso Argus-Press, showcases the top
cross-country athletes from across Shiawassee County. Devereaux joined teammate Austin
Hodges and Ovid-Elsie's Will Baese and Josh Miller on the honor squad.

It was Devereaux, however, that topped the field.

Devereaux ran a personal-record time of 16:19 Sept. 20 at the Chargers Autumn Sunrise
Invite at Grand Rapids Covenant Christian High School, which he won. He also qualified for the
Michigan High School Athletic Association Division 3 state meet at Michigan International
Speedway for the fourth-consecutive year, punching his ticket for this year’s meet with a sev-
enth-place finish (17:17) at the MHSAA Regional at Bath HS. He came three seconds shy of
matching his PR at the state meet, taking 35th, five spots away from earning all-state honors.

This year’s state meet featured both his fastest time at the meet as well as his highest finish.
His previous high was 38th (16:43) his sophomore season in 2023.

Devereaux will run track in the spring, then plans to attend Lansing Community College to
study business administration after high school.

Hodges, a sophomore, qualified for the MHSAA State Meet with a 15th-place finish at the
D-3 Bath regional (17:50). He ran a 17:45 at the state meet (171st), nearly matching his PR from
the Apples to Apples invite Sept. 24 (17:45).

Miller, a senior at Ovid-Elsie and Baese, a Marauder freshman, were named to the All-Area
Honorable Mention contingent.

SCIOTA TOWSHIP
Notice of Annual Budget Workshop
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Sciota Township Board will hold a public budget workshop for the 2026-2027 fiscal year.
This workshop will be held at 6:00 pm on Monday, January 12, 2026, at the Sciota Township Hall,
3990 Leland Road, Laingsburg, MI. The Sciota Township Board meeting will follow the budget
workshop, beginning at or around 7:00 p.m. The Sciota Township Board will provide reasonable
accommodations to individuals with disabilities upon 5-day notice to the Clerk via USPS mail, by
telephoning 517-651-5286, or by emailing clerk@sciotatownship.net.

*NOTE: Meetings may be cancelled, rescheduled, and additional special meetings may be
scheduled, as needed, on 18 hours’ notice as permitted by Section 5(4) of the Michigan Open
Meetings Act, MCL 15.265(4).

Jamie Parker-Wing

Sciota Township Clerk
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Upcoming Blood Drive in Elsie

The Elsie Lions Club will be hosting another Blood
Drive on Monday, January 5, 2026 at the Elsie United
Methodist Church. To schedule an appointment log onto
RedCrossBlood.org (sponsor code Elsie) or call 800-Red
Cross (1-800-733-2767). Streamline your donation experi-
ence and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-dona-
tion reading and health history questions on the day of your
appointment.

Victor Township
Clinton County, Michigan
6843 E. Alward Road, Laingsburg, Ml 48848
Proposed Board Minutes of December 9, 2025

The regular board meeting of Victor Township was called to order by Supervisor Wiswasser at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by a roll call of Board members in attendance.

Present: Wiswasser, Prange, Willoughby, Pesch. Absent: Sayles

13 citizens were in attendance.

Public Comment: none

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Willoughby and seconded by Pesch to approve December 9, 2025, agenda, with addi-
tion of budget amendments. All in favor. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Pesch and seconded by Willoughby to approve November 11, 2025, regular meeting
minutes. All in favor. Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report: Motion by Prange and seconded by Pesch to accept December 2025 Treasurer's report. All in
favor. Motion carried.

Approval of Bills and Payroll: Motion by Willoughby and seconded by Pesch to disburse November 2025 bills. (Paid
December 9, 2025) Roll call: Members voting yes: Pesch, Prange, Willoughby, Wiswasser. Members voting no: None.
Members absent: Sayles. Motion carried. Checks# 12730-12760, in the amount of $31,193.98.

Motion by Willoughby and seconded by Wiswasser to disburse November 2025 payroll and payroll related expenses
(Paid December 9, 2025). Roll call : Members voting yes: Prange, Willoughby, Pesch, Wiswasser. Members voting no:
None. Members absent: Sayles. Motion carried. Checks# 13313-13328 in the amount of $14,933.54.

Clinton County Commissioner District 1: Commissioner Nicole Fickes reported that, as a member of the Parks and
Greenspace Committee, she is pleased to share that Clinton County was awarded a DNR Recreation Passport Grant in
the amount of $150,000 for Phase 1 trail development at Clinton Trails County Park, located in Riley Township. The
Clinton Trails County Park Master Plan, approved in October, outlines Phase 1 development as well as potential future
phases. Additional information is available at https://www.clinton-county.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_10232025-
1912

Planning: The board is working on the repair of the cold storage building in Reed Cemetery and requests more time to
complete the project.

Laingsburg Public Library: Sara Mattson, library board member, gave an update on the library. Learn more about hap-
penings on the library’s Facebook page @laingsburgpubliclibrary

Briggs District Library: Kendel Darragh reported on the many programs available to patrons of the Briggs District Library.
She noted that the Library offers programs at East Olive Community Center including a “Bookaholics Book Club” and
Family Fun at East Olive Community Center. Additional information is available at www.briggsdistrictlibrary.org, on
Facebook at facebook.com/BriggsLibrarySt.Johns, and on Instagram at instagram.com/BriggsDistrictLibrary. The Library
is located at 108 Railroad Street, St. Johns.

LSW Fire/EMS: Supervisor Wiswasser reported that because Victor Township will pay the same rate as Woodhull
Township for both fire and ambulance services, Victor Township will pay $120,000 less per year than it would if the cur-
rent Taxable Value of Victor Township were used.

Maintenance & Facilities: Tree branches to be removed in Stilson sometime in January, weather permitting.

Cemetery Director Report: Issues are being addressed; one issue has been resolved and one remains outstanding.
Unfinished Business: MI-CLASS: Willoughby gave additional information on Michigan Cooperative Liquid Assets
Securities System (Michigan CLASS). Motion by Prange and seconded by Wiswasser to adopt Resolution 2025-12-01,
Victor Township Investment of Township Funds. Roll call: Members voting yes: Prange, Wiswasser, Pesch, Willoughby.
Members voting no: None. Members absent: Sayles. The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

Township Hall Remodel Phase II: Trustee Pesch reported that a meeting with C2AE will be held in December, the project
will go out for bids in January 2026, and construction is expected to begin in the spring of 2026.

New Business:

Resolution 2025-12-02: Resolution Adopting Guidelines for Poverty Exemptions to be implemented by the Board of
Review. Motion by Willoughby and seconded by Prange to adopt Resolution 2025-12-02. Roll call: Members voting yes:
Wiswasser, Prange, Willoughby, Pesch. Members voting no: None. Members absent: Sayles. The Supervisor declared
the resolution adopted.

Ordinance Review: Willoughby moved seconded by Wiswasser to have Trustee Pesch work with the Planning
Commission in ordinance codification review for the Township. Roll call: Members voting yes: Pesch, Prange,
Willoughby, Wiswasser. Members voting no: None. Members absent: Sayles.

Wiswasser moved seconded by Pesch to have the township planning commission draft a kennel and/or barking dog ordi-
nance that would serve the residents of Victor Township in an inclusive manner and preserve quality of life issues for the
residents. Discussion on the issue regarding kennel complaints and petition received by citizens of the township.
Supervisor Wiswasser spoke with the interim planning director at Clinton County Clinton County and was told that the
county has no enforceable ordinance regarding private kennels, only a definition at this time. Roll call: Members voting
yes: Prange, Wiswasser, Pesch, Willoughby. Members voting no: None. Members absent: Sayles.

2026 Holiday Schedule: The 2026 Holiday schedule when the Township offices will be closed for business is posted on
the township bulletin boards and on the township website.

Budget Amendments: Willoughby moved seconded by Pesch to approve submitted budget amendments provided by
the Clerk. Roll call: Members voting yes: Willoughby, Prange, Pesch, Wiswasser. Members voting no: None.
Members absent: Sayles.

2026 Township Meeting Dates: Willoughby moved seconded by Pesch to approve the 2026 Board meeting dates. All
in favor. Motion carried.

Wiswasser moved seconded by Pesch to adjourn at: 8:44 p.m. All in favor. Motion carried

Copies of Resolutions, Agreements, Budget Amendments, and Minutes are on the Victor Township Website (www.vic-
tortwp.org) and at the Clerk’s office in the Township Hall

Lianne Prange, Victor Township Clerk
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Miller/Bartz
Septic

2 Locations
Ovid
834-2733
Owosso

743-5055
200 ft. of hose

FERRALL'S
TREE

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.

Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator
Veterans Affairs Approved

VISA
——

* Remodeling Specialists * Kitchens « Bathrooms
* Wood Basements « New Homes ¢ Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889

29

In Business

“OId Fashioned Senvice ith Moder Technology” 'AFU” %eriC_e
uto Repair
Experienced « Equipped « Insured 9779 M-21, Ovid

tump emoval
089-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561 || (989) 834-5031

Interior/Exterior
Painting
Residential to Industrial

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

Buying all scrap metals:
Autos & Junk Equipment.
One stop for all your
recycling & waste needs.

We Refinish Wood Floors-
Furniture-Cabinets

BPI Decorating
Larry Rindeour
Home: 517-625-4128
(Leave Message)
Cell: 517-282-8514

Owosso: 989'725'8062

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors.

SPECIALTY SALVAGE serving Clinton « Gratiot » Saginaw Counties.

STEEL ROOFS & SIDEWALLS [faz e e
Save your old PIIHERCIC
barn and give on|y$25
it a new look! per week!

EQl Vore INio

Free estimates

JOHN REURINK - 616-481-0703 or 616-527-3635

AUCTION

Check out the awesome
online auctions at
Bid.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com.
Tools, knives, snow thrower,
riding mower, antiques, col-
lectibles, furniture, comics, gen-
erators, Pyrex, wood stove and
much more! Need an auction?
Call Joe, 1-800-835-0495.CPM

Precious Metal & Coin Online
Auction. Bidding open.
Silver, sterling collectibles,
Morgans, early coins. Bid
Anywhere, Anytime
@JohnPeckAuctions.com.
Shipping available. Offices in
Gladwin, Charlotte. Need an
auction? Call John Peck,
989-345-4866.

BUILDING

AMISH-built storage sheds

starting at $2,500. We deliver

anywhere in Michigan!

Call 989-832-1866.

DanDanTheMattressMan.com
CPM

CPM

AMISH-built mini-cabins starting
at $5,295. Made in Michigan!
Custom sizes & colors. We
deliver statewide. Call
989-832-1866".
MyNextBarn.com. CPM

BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular and
shingle style, HALF OFF SPE-
CIAL COLORS! Lifetime hail
asphalt shingles. Vinyl siding.
Licensed and insured builders
for 40 years. AMISH CREW.
517-575-3695. CPM

FURNTIURE

Adjustable Bed Brand New with
mattress. Made in U.S.A, in
plastic, with warranty. Retail
Cost $3,995.00 sacrifice for
$875.00 Call for showing or
delivery:
DanDanTheMattressMan.com.
989-923-1278 CPM

An AMISH LOG HEADBOARD
AND Queen Pillow Top Mattress
Set. Brand new-never used, sell
all for $375. Call anytime,
989-923-1278.
DanDanTheMattressMan.com
CPM

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

D&ED Construction

989-307-3156
Licensed Builder

All your residential building needs
Concrete, Siding, Roofing, Remodeling

Donnie Orweller

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $25 for a single directory or $35 for a
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a

circulation of 11,000 papers! Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

Good Dry Firewood For
Sale: $60 per face cord. Plus
Delivery

FERRALL'S  FIREWOOD:
Family owned & operated for
over 45 years.

(989) 862-4453;

(989) 666-0561

(call or text cell). 1765tf

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME office help wanted.
Friendly, people oriented person
with phone and computer skills
needed. Send resume to: P.O.
Box 459, Elsie,MI 48831.
1817tf

FOR RENT

ELSIE MASONIC COMMUNI-
TY CENTER RENTAL: Newly
remodeled for parties up to 50.
(Former Courter Drug Store)

Any occasion. 1/2 Kkitchen,
fridge, microwave. For more info
call Bruce 517-599-0192 or Rod
989-666-4838. 1680

SERVICES

HANDYMAN: Leaf removal,
eavestrough cleaning, power
washing (houses & decks), or

other odd jobs, painting (exterior
& interior). Call Miller & Sons
today 517-881-9977 or Linda

517-449-3261. 1687tf

J &M WELL DRILLING &
Service, Inc. Emergency
Service. Perry 517-675-5956
Owosso 989-743-5626

Paint of Sale Work, 5" PVC
Well Drilling, Well Repairs,
Pumps  and  Tanks,
Chlorinating and Testing.
www.waterhelpnow.com. TF
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF CLINTON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decendent’s Estate

CASE NO: 25-32691-DE

Estate of

JOANNE C. ALDRICH

Date of Birth: December 23, 1930
TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO ALL CREDITORS:

The decedent

JOANNE C. ALDRICH

Died on March 30, 2025

Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the deceased
will be forever barred unless
presented to John E. Aldrich, person-
al representative, or to both the pro-
bate court at 100 E. State St., Ste.
4300, St. Johns, MI 48879 within four
(4) months after the date of publica-
tion of this

notice.

John E. Aldrich

3514 W. Higgins Lake Dr.
Roscommon, Ml 48653
(419) 651-9289

Jeffrey T. Landon P74077
P.O. Box 766

Jackson, MI 49204

(517) 787-9481

(01-04)

OUTDOOR FURNACE

WOOD HEAT:
Easy to operate and main-
tain. Central Boiler
Certified, Classic Edge,
Titanium HDX, Outdoor

Wood Furnace: Call
Today,
Valentine Enterpise.
(989) 862-5972.
Elsie, Ml
9/30/26

PUBLICATION OF NOTICE
OF HEARING REGARDING
PETITION FOR NAME
CHANGE STATE OF
MICHIGAN
29TH JUDICAL CIRCUIT -
FAMILY DIVISION
COUNTY OF CLINTON

CASE NO: 25-32753-NC

In the matter of

Carrie Elizabeth-Marshall Buss

TO ALL PERSONS, including: (speci-
fy non-custodial parent's name here,
if applicable) whose address is
unknown and whose interest in the
matter may be barred or affected by
the following:

TAKE NOTICE:

Carrie Elizabeth-Marshall Buss has
filed a petition for name change.

A name change hearing will be held
on Thursday, January 22, 2026 at
8:30 a.m. at 100 E. State Street, 4th
Floor Courtroom St. Johns, Michigan
48879, before Judge Lisa Sullivan to
change the name of

Carrie Elizabeth-Marshall Buss to
Carrie Elizabeth Marshall

(01-04)

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF CLINTON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decendent’s Estate

CASE NO: 25-32719-DE

Estate of

KEITH EDWARD ALDRICH

Date of Birth: October 13, 1929

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO ALL CREDITORS:

The decedent

KEITH EDWARD ALDRICH

Died on October 7, 2012

Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the deceased
will be forever barred unless
presented to John E. Aldrich, person-
al representative, or to both the pro-
bate court at 100 E. State St., Ste.
4300, St. Johns, MI 48879 within four
(4) months after the date of publica-
tion of this

notice.

John E. Aldrich

3514 W. Higgins Lake Dr.
Roscommon, Ml 48653
(419) 651-9289

Jeffrey T. Landon P74077
P.O. Box 766

Jackson, MI 49204

(517) 787-9481

(01-04)

Nade Ya Look! Advertisg
The Clssfeds WIORKS
Call 0312264
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CLINTON COUNTY LEGALS

Attention homeowner: If you are a
military service member on active
duty, if your period of active duty has
concluded less than 90 days ago, or if
you have been ordered to active duty,
please contact the attorney for the
party foreclosing the mortgage at the
telephone number stated in this notice.
Notice of foreclosure by advertise-
ment. Notice is given under section
3212 of the revised judicature act of
1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3212,
that the following mortgage will be
foreclosed by a sale of the mortgaged
premises, or some part of them, at a
public auction sale to the highest bid-
der for cash or cashier’s check at the
place of holding the circuit court in
Clinton County, starting promptly at
10:00 AM on JANUARY 14, 2026.
The amount due on the mortgage may
be greater on the day of the sale.
Placing the highest bid at the sale does
not automatically entitle the purchaser
to free and clear ownership of the
property. A potential purchaser is
encouraged to contact the county reg-
ister of deeds office or a title insurance
company, either of which may charge
a fee for this information.

Default has been made in the condi-
tions of a mortgage made by Vicki Lee
Jewell, an unmarried woman, to
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for
Countrywide Bank, N.A., Mortgagee,
dated September 19, 2006 and record-
ed October 9, 2006 in Instrument
Number 5107245 Clinton County
Records, Michigan. Said mortgage is
now held by NewRez LLC d/b/a
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing, by
assignment. There is claimed to be due
at the date hereof the sum of Eighty
Thousand Six Hundred Sixty-One and
17/100 Dollars ($80,661.17).

Under the power of sale contained in
said mortgage and the statute in such
case made and provided, notice is
hereby given that said mortgage will
be foreclosed by a sale of the mort-
gaged premises, or some part of them,
at public venue at the place of holding
the circuit court within Clinton
County, Michigan at 10:00 AM on
JANUARY 14, 2026.

Said premises are located in the City
of Dewitt, Clinton County Michigan,
and are described as:

Lot 221, Assessor's Plat of City of
DeWitt-North, City of DeWitt, Clinton
County, Michigan, according to the
recorded plat thereof as recorded in
Liber 8 of Plats, Page 1, Clinton
County Records.

302 E Main St, Dewitt, Michigan
48820

The redemption period shall be 6
months from the date of such sale,
unless determined abandoned in accor-
dance with MCLA §600.3241a, in
which case the redemption period shall
be 30 days from the date of such sale.
If the property is sold at foreclosure
sale, pursuant to MCL 600.3278, the
borrower will be held responsible to
the person who buys the property at
the mortgage foreclosure sale or to the
mortgage holder for damage to the
property during the redemption period.
Dated: December 14, 2025

File No. 25-015093

Firm Name: Orlans Law Group PLLC
Firm Address: 1650 West Big Beaver
Road, Troy MI 48084

Firm Phone Number: (248) 502.1400

(12-14)(01-04)

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE BY
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE is
given under section 3212 of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961
PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that the fol-
lowing mortgage will be foreclosed by
a sale of the mortgaged premises, or
some part of them, at a public auction
sale to the highest bidder for cash or
cashier's check at the place of holding
the Circuit Court in Clinton County,
starting promptly at 10:00 AM, on
January 21, 2026. The amount due on
the mortgage may be greater on the
day of the sale. Placing the highest bid
at the sale does not automatically enti-
tle the purchaser to free and clear
ownership of the property. A potential
purchaser is encouraged to contact the
county register of deeds office or a
title insurance company, either of
which may charge a fee for this infor-
mation. Name(s) of the mortgagor(s):
Lenny Thayer, and Michelle Thayer,
Husband and Wife Original
Mortgagee: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for Success
Mortgage Partners, Inc., a Michigan
Corporation, its successors and assigns
Foreclosing Assignee: PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC Date of Mortgage:
August 20, 2020 Date of Mortgage
Recording: February 18, 2021 Amount
claimed due on mortgage on the date
of notice: $332,712.22 Description of
the mortgaged premises: Situated in
the Township of Bath, Clinton County,
Michigan, and are described as: A par-
cel of land in the Southwest 1/4 of
Section 3, T5N, R1W, Bath Township,
Clinton County, Michigan, the sur-
veyed boundary of said parcel
described as: Commencing at the
Southwest corner of said Section 3;
thence North 89° 27' 48" East along
the South line of said Section 3 a dis-
tance of 1578.65 feet to the point of
beginning of this description; thence
North 00° 29' 36" West 373.37 feet;
thence North 89° 27' 48" East parallel
with said South line 78.62 feet; thence
North 00° 16' 45" West 75.00 feet;
thence North 89° 2r 48" East parallel
with said South line 225.00 feet;
thence South 28° 3r 06" East 111.19
feet; thence South 00° 16' 45" East
350.28 feet to said South line; thence
South 89° 27" 48" West along said
South line 355.00 feet to the point of
beginning. Commonly Known as:
7337 Howe Rd., Bath, MI 48808 The
redemption period shall be 6 months
from the date of such sale, unless
determined abandoned in accordance
with MCL 600.3241a, in which case
the redemption period shall be 30 days
from the date of such sale, or upon the
expiration of the notice required by
MCL 600.3241a(c), whichever is later;
or unless MCL 600.3240(16) applies.
If the property is sold at foreclosure
sale under Chapter 32 of the Revised
Judicature Act of 1961, under MCL
600.3278, the borrower will be held
responsible to the person who buys the
property at the mortgage foreclosure
sale or to the mortgage holder for
damaging the property during the
redemption period. Attention
Purchaser: This sale may be rescinded
by the foreclosing mortgagee for any
reason. In that event, your damages, if
any, shall be limited solely to the
return of the bid amount tendered at
sale, plus interest, and the purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, or the
Mortgagee's attorney. Attention home-
owner: If you are a military service
member on active duty, if your period
of active duty has concluded less than
90 days ago, or if you have ordered to
active duty, please contact the attorney
for the party foreclosing the mortgage
at the telephone number stated in this
notice. This notice is from a debt col-
lector. Date of notice: 12/21/2025
Potestivo & Associates, P.C. 251
Diversion Street, Rochester, M1 48307
248-853-4400 321747

(12-21)(01-11)

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE BY
ADVERTISEMENT. Notice is given
under section 3212 of the revised judi-
cature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL
600.3212, that the following mortgage
will be foreclosed by a sale of the
mortgaged premises, or some part of
them, at a public auction sale to the
highest bidder for cash or cashier’s
check at the place of holding the cir-
cuit court in CLINTON County, start-
ing promptly at 10:00 AM, on January
14, 2026. The amount due on the
mortgage may be greater on the day of
the sale. Placing the highest bid at the
sale does not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear ownership
of the property. A potential purchaser
is encouraged to contact the county
register of deeds office or a title insur-
ance company, either of which may
charge a fee for this information.
MORTGAGE INFORMATION:
Default has been made in the condi-
tions of a certain mortgage made by
Sherrie L. Preston-Foess, a single
woman, whose address is 603 E.
Sheridan Road, Lansing, Michigan
489086, as original Mortgagors, to
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGIS-
TRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS
NOMINEE FOR GMAC MORT-
GAGE, LLC F/K/A GMAC MORT-
GAGE CORPORATION, being a
mortgage dated February 7, 2007, and
recorded on February 27, 2007 with
Document Number 5113264, Clinton
County Records, State of Michigan
and then assigned to NewRez LLC
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing,
as assignee as documented by an
assignment dated August 21, 2025 and
recorded on August 21, 2025 and
given document number 5356893 in
Clinton County Records, Michigan, on
which mortgage there is claimed to be
due at the date hereof the sum of
TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND NINE
HUNDRED NINETY AND 46/100
DOLLARS ($25,990.46). Said premis-
es are situated in the Township of
DeWitt, County of Clinton, State of
Michigan, and are described as: LOT
(s) 15 AND 16, AUTO PARK, A SUB-
DIVISION OF THE EAST 1/2 OF
THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF THE
SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 33,
TOWN 5 NORTH, RANGE 2 WEST,
ACCORDING TO THE RECORDED
PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN LIBER 1 OF PLATS, PAGE 33.
Street Address: 603 E. Sheridan Road,
Lansing, Michigan 48906 The redemp-
tion period shall be 12 months from
the date of such sale, unless the prop-
erty is determined abandoned in accor-
dance with MCLA § 600.3241a in
which case the redemption period shall
be 30 days from the date of the sale. If
the property is sold at a foreclosure
sale under Chapter 32 of the Revised
Judicature Act of 1961, pursuant to
MCLA § 600.3278, the borrower will
be held responsible to the person who
buys the property at the mortgage
foreclosure sale or to the mortgage
holder for damaging the property dur-
ing the redemption period. THIS
FIRM IS ADEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
WE OBTAIN WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE. ATTENTION
HOMEOWNER: IF YOU ARE A
MILITARY SERVICE MEMBER ON
ACTIVE DUTY, IF YOUR PERIOD
OF ACTIVE DUTY HAS CON-
CLUDED LESS THAN 90 DAYS
AGO, OR IF YOU HAVE BEEN
ORDERED TO ACTIVE DUTY,
PLEASE CONTACT THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PARTY FORECLOS-
ING THE MORTGAGE AT THE
TELEPHONE NUMBER STATED IN
THIS NOTICE. Dated: December 14,
2025 For more information, please
contact the attorney for the party fore-
closing: Robert A. Blumberg
(P87490), Johnson, Blumberg, &
Associates, LLC, 30 North LaSalle St.,
Suite 3650 Chicago, Illinois, 60602.
Telephone: (312) 541-9710 File No.:
MI 25 6607

(12-14)(01-04)

Another Historic
Laingsburg Swarthout
Deer Camp

Deer Camp at Twin Lakes
North of Roscommon. Note the
partial buck on the right side of
the buck pole possibly used for
camp venison. First Photo: A.

Editorial

PAGE 11

The Weekly

Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

T. Swarthout Second Photo: (L to R) Frank Swarthout (son of A. T. Swarthout), Harry Austin,
Ernest Leland, and Herbert Austin.

These photos were given to Dave Nickols in January of 2008 by his cousin Steven E,
Swarthout. Both are Great-Grandsons of A.T. Swarthout (1865-1929). These photos hung on the
wall for many years at Dave’s gunshop, “Mid Michigan Guns & Gear”, located in downtown

Bath, MI.
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Now Scheduling

Ray Peru
(989) 251- 8531

Small Indoor Projects

Bathrooms ¢ Flooring * Kitchens

Competitive Rates
Quality Work

Storage Solutions
Self-Storage Units

9596 E. M-21, Ovid

Open Units Available
+4 Sizes Available

989-862-4102

Applebee Qil

& Propane

108 N. Mill St.,
Ovid

989-834-2828 or
800-882-0876

KEVIN’'S BODY SHOP & TOWING
“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”
Body Work « Auto Repair « Towing * Mufflers « Tires ¢ Alignments
Brakes * Diagnostics * Tune Ups ¢ Engine Work ¢ Suspensions ¢ Air
Conditioning * Lube & Qil « Performance & Stock Mufflers ¢ Custom
Pipe Bending ¢ Interstate Batteries ¢ Rims « Courtesy Cars

(989) 862-5026
7575 N. Hollister Rd., Elsie S EE

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5
After Hours By Appt.

MICHIGAN
LIVESTOCK
SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661

110 N. Main St., Ovid
M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

LONG'S
Transmissions

» Automatic
» Manual « Foreign
» Domestic
* 4-\Wheel Drive
210 N. Lyon St.
Owosso
(989) 723-5580
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only$25
per week!

=0 IVIOre 1ok

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $25 for a single directory or $35 for a
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a

circulation of 11,000 papers!

Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!
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Recyling and Beyond in the New Year

submitted by Ellen Link

Cardboard anyone? The
Greater Laingsburg Recyclers
are awash in it, as our usual
intake—already immense—is
magnified following the holi-
days. But bring it on! And
don’t forget all your other no
longer needed recyclable
items (please check our guide-
lines and sort, sort, sort), dur-
ing any of our usual hours: 1st

and 3rd Tuesdays (January 6
and 20), 4-6 p.m., and 2nd and
4th Saturdays (January 10 and 24), 9 a.m.-1 p.m. All are welcome (especially new volunteers!).
Details can be found online or call (see below) for information on the many items we accept. In
2025 we kept approximately 210,000 Ib. of recyclables out of the landfill!

Please be aware of our weather policy: To protect our generous volunteers, we will be closed
if temperatures are predicted to be 15 degrees or lower or road conditions are deemed hazardous.
The wind chill from the wind that whips through the recycling facility when the doors open can
be cruel.

Speaking of weather, we are all becoming aware of the erratic weather changes that are
becoming commonplace. Recycling doesn’t seem like something that would play a big part in
combatting climate change but it does, partly by promoting an understanding of our need to pro-
tect the environment.

For example, becoming aware of how the overall environmental effects of plastics and the
chemicals of which they are composed affect us all can help each of us strive to change the out-
come. Learning more about microplastics, now found everywhere in the world including in our
bodies, that result from our widespread use of plastics is essential. Did you know that, according
to an article from Wired (wired.com), ““people who drink water from [plastic water bottles] on
a daily basis ingest far more microplastics than those who don’t”? Follow that up with studies
on how the thousands of chemicals used to make plastics, some of which are deemed endocrine
disruptors, foul our environment and the health of humans and animals alike and it’s not a pretty
picture.

Michigan is one state that, despite our low recycling rate, takes environmental concerns
somewhat seriously. There is talk that we may soon see legislation promoting a stronger bottle
bill. EPR—Extended Producer Responsibility, wherein the producer is responsible for the end-
of-life remains of its products—is also being considered as an essential component of turning to
a “Circular Economy” (one in which materials are kept in use for as long as possible, as opposed
to being single-use throw-aways).

It all boils down to what kind of world we want to live in. The GLR’s motto is all about “cre-
ating a sustainable future in our own backyards.” For the sake of our families, community and
those who come after us, we hope you’ll join us in this worthy endeavor.

Questions, comments or ideas? Visit our Facebook page or website (https://recyclelaings-
burg.wixsite.com/mysite). You can also call Terry or Ellen Link at (517) 651-2005 or Beth Lange
at 651-6437. Together, let’s have a happy new year.

Questions, comments or ideas? Visit our Facebook page or website (https://recyclelaings-
burg.wixsite.com/mysite). You can also call Terry or Ellen Link at (517) 651-2005 or Beth Lange

at 651-6437. We wish you all
A roof over your head is
the most important aspect
FULL GUARANTEE of your home
FROM START TO FINISH

healthy, happy holidays and a
sustainable future in our own

backyards.
o 089-634-12050«
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Ovid-Elsie Cage Teams Launch Annual
Holiday Showcase; the M-21 Classic

Lady Marauders shut down defending
state champion Fowler in 51-37 convincer

OVID- ELSIE — The Marauder athletic department has
launched a holiday basketball showcase.

The first annual M-21 Classic was held at Ovid-Elsie High
School over the Christmas break. Four local rival schools -- all
located along the M-21 corridor in mid-Michigan -- hit the court
for both boys and girls basketball games.

The four-team field featured Ovid-Elsie taking on Fowler, and
St. Johns squaring off with the Owosso Trojans.

Marauder 2nd-year girls basketball coach and athletic director,
Shaun McKinney, explained the goal is have the showcase be an
annual event where host team changes each year. “The plan for it
is to rotate every year who you play and who hosts,” he said.
“Hopefully it’s something that’s marked on the calendar people in
the community every year.” There’s a possibility that other teams
along M-21, such as Corunna and lonia, could be added in the
future to make it a six-team showcase.

In the first girls game, St. Johns scored a 49-40 win over
Owosso.

The Lady Marauders dominated a Fowler team, 51-37, when the holiday hosts hit the floor.
Playing a long portion of the contest without senior leader Dannika Campbell, McKinney’s
charges coughed up an early 10-2 lead to fall behind, 19-18, at halftime.

Kortlynn Loynes’ double-double (14 points, 11 rebounds from the 6°2” center) got the hosts
back in the game. And with Kendal Tokar dealing out 9 assists, the Marauders went often to Ally
Moore’s outside game to pull away from the Eagles.

Moore scored 19 points to lead all scorers. Campbell added nine points before exiting the
holiday showcase.

Fowler remained winless at 0-4 with the non-league loss. The Marauders won for the fifth
time in six games.

Male Marauders drop heart-wrenching 44-41 nod to

Fowler in Holiday Classic

OVID-ELSIE -- A battle-back Marauder boys basketball team
came up just short in a gut-wrenching loss to Fowler in the first-ever
M-21 Classic.

The 45-41 loss dropped Canyon Walker's O-E cagers to 1-6 --
after making a serious run to hand the unbeaten Eagles (7-0) their first
loss of the 2025-26 season. “Every loss, besides the EIk Rapids game,
has been within 10 points,” Walker said. “We are growing every day.
I have full confidence in these guys. “Were only seven games in, and
I think we’re starting to really come over that edge of us being a very
good team.”

The host Marauders delivered several body blows to Fowler, lead-
ing 15-9 after the first quarter and 21-18 at the intermission. When the
Eagles ralllied to take the lead early in the third quarter, O-E had yet
another answer, leading 35-33 after three quarters.

With a thin 43-41 lead in the final seconds, the Eagles drilled two
free throws with :4.8 seconds left for the four-point win.

Travis Milner led the Marauders with 20 points and Joie Fabus added 11. Also, said Walker,
“l want to give credit to our bigs — Braxton O’Bryant, Dalton Jordan and Carpenter Darling.
They really took away (Fowler’s) bigs. On film, we saw that Fowler really liked to work through
their post players, and that’s what we scouted for. | want to give credit to our post defenders, they
were really solid today.”

Ally Moore tossed in 19
points to lead the Lady
Marauders to victory

Travis Milner scored
20 points to lead the
Marauder boys

Marauder Girls Grab Top Spot in Early-
Season MMAC Race, 60-21

MONTROSE -- Ovid-Elsie’s girls basketball team unleashed a withering defensive effort
here in the Mid-Michigan Activities Conference (MMAC) opener for 2025-26.

Isabella Phillips drew four offensive charging fouls from the Rams, leading a Marauder ‘D’
that barely let the hosts crack the 20-point mark. Conversely, the Ovid-Elsie offense was rolling.

A 60-21 victory put the Lady Marauders in first place in the MMAC -- and they haven’t
looked back through the Christmas break, staying unbeaten in league play.

Kendal Tokar also helped spark the defensive gem with 8 steals. She also led the offensive
fireworks with 21 points and 6 assists. Allison Veith popped in 7 points for the Marauders.

Montrose fell to 0-1, 0-2 overall with the loss.

Lady Marauders keep Chesaning cagers winless on the season with 56-35

win

OVID-ELSIE — Dannika Campbell amassed 18 points and 6 rebounds, and Ovid-Elsie’s
varsity girls basketball team rolled to a 21-point MMAC victory over visiting Chesaning.

Shaun McKinney’s Marauders kept the Indians winless at 0-2 in MMAC action, 0-3 overall
with a 56-35 triumph. Allison Veith contributed 6 rebounds as O-E stayed atop the league at 2-
0, 2-1 overall.

Lydia Tithof had a 14-point, 11-rebound double-double but it wasn’t enough for the Lady
Tribe. Savanna Conklin had nine points and Jordyn Butcher added six for CHS.
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