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Dear Marauder Families 
by Ryan L. Cunningham,

Superintendent, Ovid-Elsie Area Schools
The new school year is rapidly

approaching and with that, I wanted to
take this opportunity to welcome every-
one back.  It is hard to believe that I am
in my 21st year here at Ovid-Elsie Area
Schools but it goes without saying that
this has been the most challenging past
few months in my educational career.

School will officially begin for all
students, whether face-to-face or virtual,
on Tuesday, September 8, 2020.  The
buildings are currently open and all staff
reported back to work on August 31st. 

A new calendar may be found  by visiting our district calendars website.  
Additionally, all Return to School Plans are posted on our website, but please be advised that

under the recently passed legislation, all plans must be revisited monthly, Board approved and
submitted to Clinton County RESA.  With this rapidly changing environment, we are asking that
you please be patient and flexible.

Each building has been hard at work planning and preparing for a safe return to school.
Information as to the preparedness plan for Leonard & E.E. Knight Elementary, Middle & High
School and Alternative High School can be found on our website ovidelsie.org

The District Preparedness Plan on our website also has valuable information so please take
time to review it.

One thing that I would like to point out is that there will be a “no tolerance” policy when it
comes to the safety protocols outlined in our Preparedness Plans.  It is incumbent upon parents
and families to sit down together and discuss those protocols so that we may all do our part in
protecting ourselves and one another. 

Athletics is another area that is a moving target.  As more information and guidance is pro-
vided by the State of Michigan and the Michigan High School Athletic Association, we will
communicate with the school community.

Our staff has been hard at work these past few months preparing for a safe return to school.
One of the most exciting things is our one-to-one technology initiative.  Every teacher went
through two (2) days of training on how to implement best practices when it comes to technol-
ogy.  Every student in Ovid-Elsie Area Schools will receive a Chrometab or Chromebook to sup-
port their learning.  It is important that you take time to read through the Technology Handbook
to familiarize yourself with the processes and procedures.  

With the departing of a couple of teachers due to retirement, we have reorganized some of
our staff for scheduling purposes.  However, we would like to welcome Mrs. Amy Fanning as
the High School Business Teacher.  Mrs. Fanning comes to us from Saginaw with many years
of teaching experience.  We would also like to welcome Mr. Jesse Johnson as the new Athletic
Director.  Mr. Johnson joins the Marauder staff after many years of working at the collegiate
level.

In Person and Virtually

High School Football, Other Fall Sports 
Back on in Michigan 

Last August 14, the Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) announced the
football season would be played in the spring because of COVID-19 concerns.

Thursday at 3:30 p.m., the schools in Michigan received news from the MHSAA that it had
received clearance from Gov. Gretchen Whitmer that all fall sports, including football, could
proceed with their fall seasons.

Thursday, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed Executive Order 176 that re-opened indoor gym-
nasiums and pools that were previously closed under Executive Order 160. With the signing of
Order 176, that meant all sports could resume competition, including football.

Practices for football will begin Tuesday, Sept. 8, move to pads on Sept. 10 and all schools
will play an adjusted six-game schedule beginning Sept. 18.

Boys soccer competition can begin immediately. Volleyball and girls swimming and diving
may start competition on Wednesday, Sept. 9.

All football teams in Michigan will qualify for the playoffs. The 11-player team champi-
onships will take place Dec. 4-5. All other fall sports tournaments will be conducted as previ-
ously scheduled.

According to MHSAA spokesman John Johnson, facial coverings will be required for all
sports except swimming and diving and spectator limits of two tickets per participant will be
enforced for outdoor and indoor events.

“We are thankful for the opportunity for kids to get back on the field in all fall sports, and
we appreciate Governor Whitmer providing that opportunity with Executive Order 176,”
MHSAA executive director Mark Uyl said in a release. “We share the governor’s priorities of
putting health and safety first, and the COVID-19 guidance and protocols designed by the
MHSAA at her request have led to the safe starts in all sports across the state.

“Thirty-three other states are currently participating in all fall sports, and the MHSAA and
its member schools are committed to doing this as safely as possible. We are ready to again pro-
vide those experiences to students and communities that have hoped for a return of some nor-
malcy. Given the challenges of online education in many school districts across the state, pro-
viding sports and a daily routine may be more important than ever in motivating students and
providing a safe outlet for physical activity, competition and socialization.”

Joining Together 
Even tho Carriage Days scheduled for this coming weekend has been cancelled due to the

pandemic, the Ovid community will hold a few events to celebrate some sort of normal this
week.

Community City-wide garage sales will take place on Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
September 10th, 11th and 12th. The library will hold a used book sale on Thursday and Friday.
The Ovid Lions Club will join in by selling food out of the hall on Friday and Saturday from
11am-close. Picnic tables will be set up in the parking lot for those who wish to sit and enjoy a
variety of menu items including: Sloppy Joes, coney dogs, chips, soda and water. The Lions will
also be holding a garage/yard sale in the parking lot. Lions members will be contributing items
for the sale. They will also be accepting donations of items from others to add to their sale. The
Ovid Historical Society will open the Mary Myers Historical Home, 131 E. Williams St., on
Saturday from 2pm-4pm. 

The Carriage Days committee is looking forward to the 2021 Ovid Carriage Days set for the
weekend following Labor Day.

Continued on page 2

Photos by Chuck Prikasky, Clint Hawks,
Keith Kingsbury
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THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

When you purchase a 
life insurance policy from 
Auto-Owners Life Insurance 
Company, you can know 
you’re protecting the ones 
you love with a company 
you can trust. 

Protecting  
what’s  
important
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Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • (989) 834-2288

Mary’s Country Kitchen
M-21 • Ovid • (989) 834-9640 

Dine-In or Take-Out

Roast Beef or Chicken Dinner
with Dressing and Dessert

Did You Stay Home this Weekend?

OPEN SUNDAY
Stop in for Breakfast or Enjoy

$1095

Fish Fry Returns September 18th

OPEN LABOR DAY
Join Us For Breakfast

1501 Glastonbury
Saint Johns, MI 48879
Cell: (989) 277-4826
Office: (989) 224-0800
Email: carolyn.long@century21.com

CAROLYN LONG
REALTOR®

Gaylord and Shirley Long 

would like to THANK 

everyone who remembered

them with a card on our 

70th Wedding Anniversary

Ovid Public Library 
Annual Carriage Days Book Sale will be on  Thurs. Sept.

10th and Fri. Sept. 11th
The library staff have been weeding and sorting and stack-

ing and piling and are now ready to share the results of their
labor with our generous readers.  Donations for the books dis-
played on the sidewalk will be the only price tags. Newer one-
time read fiction books, many nonfiction books, and  too many
genres of books to list.  All books are valuable in the eyes of
librarians, we hope that the books on display will intrigue your
interest enough for you to take them home and dive into the
world of reading.  Even though the library is closed for any-
thing except curbside service, the community has been
extremely generous with book donations.  While you browse
the titles, you may find new authors or exciting covers, or
intriguing jacket advertising.  

It will also include various non-book articles.  A copy
machine, a metal rolling clothes rack, a stainless rolling cart, a
small plastic bookshelf, and many other assorted non-book arti-
cles. These will also be “donation only” sales.

Please call the Ovid Public Library at 989-834-5800 for
information.

Red Cross Seeks Donors, 
Offers Free Items 

LANSING —
During Childhood
Cancer Awareness
Month this
September, the
American Red Cross
encourages eligible
donors to give blood
or platelets to support
kids, teens and young
adults battling cancer,
as well as others in need of transfusions.

Blood and platelets donations are needed to ensure blood
products are available for pediatric cancer patients and others
throughout this pandemic.

Make an appointment to donate by downloading the free
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org, call-
ing (800) 733-2767 or enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any
Alexa Echo device.

To learn more and sign up to host a blood drive this fall and
winter, visit RedCrossBlood.org/HostADrive.

Donors can get a free haircut coupon from Sport Clips
Haircuts during the annual Saving Lives Never Looked So
Good campaign. Those who come to give blood or platelets
Sept. 1-30 will receive a coupon for a free haircut via email
several days after their donation. The coupon is valid through
Nov. 30 at participating Sport Clips locations. Donors must
have a valid email address on record to receive the coupon.

An upcoming blood donation opportunity will be offered
from 12 noon to 5:45 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 8 at the Owosso
VFW, 519 S. Chipman St. 

Concealed Pistol License Class
submitted by Norm Martin
The Shiawassee Conservation Association, 4247 N. M-52,

Owosso, is hosting concealed pistol license classes on
Saturday, September 12th and Saturday, September 19th. Class
hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

All firearms, ammunition and classroom materials fur-
nished. 

N.R.A. Certified Instructors.
Class fee is $100.00 (15% to support SCA). 
Pre-register by calling Norman Martin at 989-834-5628

(home) or 989-277-1002 (cell).

Wyrick’s Orchard

4 miles west of Ovid to St. Clair Rd., south 2 miles 
to Parks Rd., then 1/4 mile west.

10 am-6 pm Mon.-Sat.  
Noon-6 pm Sun.

Cortland - Gala - McIntosh

OPENING SATURDAY 
SEPTEMBER 12TH

In Loving Memory of Our
Shining Star Lexie Schueller

1/28/10 - 9/6/18
Your SWEET

Memories that you
left, keep us going
everyday. We all
miss you so much.

You are in our
hearts today and forever.

Your Loving Family

Finally, we are wrapping up the construction and projects
that were slated for this summer and the buildings are looking
amazing!  We still have some outstanding projects that will
take place next spring and summer, but most of the projects
have been completed such as parking lots, a new roof at
Leonard Elementary, new unit ventilators in each classroom
and much, much more.  We are thankful for the support of our
community and are proud of the outcome of our bond exten-
sion projects.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out to your child(ren)’s teacher, your building principal,
or to the Superintendent’s office.

We are excited to have students back on campus this fall
and if we all do our part, TOGETHER we will make this a
great year.

Dear Marauders...

cont’ from front
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Obituaries

Memorialize your loved one
in The Weekly

phone: 989-834-2264  • fax: 989-834-2066 
ads@meridianweekly.com 

LAINGSBURG
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
210 CRUM ST.

517-651-5531
Children's Sunday school: 9am

Adult Sunday school: 9am 
and 11:45am

Worship: 10am
Pastor Brian West

laingsburgumc@gmail.com

Middlebury United
Methodist Church

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573

Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.

Rev. Melanie Young

ELSIE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: JD Paik St. Cyril Catholic

Church

Mass: Sun 10:30am, 
Wed. 9:00am,

Word & Communion 
Every 3rd Friday at 9am

Confession: 
Sun 11:30am

We Welcome You to Come...

FIRST BAP TIST
CHURCH

163 W. Main St., Elsie

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Roger Numerich

Bannister

131 West Front Street 
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958

www.unitedchurchofovid.org 
or on Facebook

Rev. Melanie Young

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing
11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-Noon Mon - Fri

United Church of Ovid

Duplain
Church of Christ

5565 E. Colony Rd.
(3 mi. W. of O-E H.S.)

Sunday School
10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Senior Minister: Chuck Emmert

Associate Minister:Andrew Goodrich 
www.duplainchurch.org

Bannister United
Methodist Church

103 Hanvey Street
Pastor: Zella Daniel

Sunday Worship 11:00am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE CHURCH

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns
Pastor: John Jakus

Sunday School: 9:00am 
Worship Service 10:00am

517-651-6210

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Grove Bible Church
Loving God & Loving People

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:00 am in the

Activity Center.
6 pm

Youth Group 6 pm
Wednesday 

AWANA  6:30 pm
Prayer Meeting 7 pm

517-651-5729
www.grovebiblechurch.org
6990 E Price Rd, St. Johns

Eureka Christian
Church

2619 E. Maple Rapids Rd., Eureka
Sundays:

10:00 a.m. Worship Service and
Children's Church

6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
(Sept. - May)

Pastor Keith Whipple: 
989-763-9675 (cell)

Office: 989-224-7709

Advertise In Our 
Church Directory!  
Call (989) 834-2264

In Memory of Judy Curtis

It’s hard to believe it has been 5 years

without our beloved wife,mother and

grandmother. As time has passed we

spend less time grieving and more time

celebrating your memory!

We feel your presence each time the

flowers grow, the blueberries flourish,

the sun sets. We cherish your memory

each time we are at the lake, filling the bird feeders or

gathering for some strawberry shortcake. 

Judith Curtis, forever in our hearts.

Love always: Larry, Loren & Jodi Curtis, Roxanne & Grant LeDuke,
Bryan & Michelle Curtis, Rachel & Jake Kramer, 

Katelyn & Tyler Curtis, Mitchel LeDuke

3/4/44 - 9/8/15

The family of Joseph “ Joe”  Malek would like to
thank: our extended family, neighbors and

friends for the flowers and gifts, cards, telephone
calls, memorials and out pouring of love and 

support during our time of loss.
Thank you to the Ashley Fire & Rescue, Gratiot
County Sheriff Dept. and MMR for your prompt
response in our time of need. Thank you to the

ZCBJ Lodge for the wonderful dinner.
Thank you to Smith Family Funeral Home for first

class service during our difficult time.

James S. “Jim” Batterbee 
James S. "Jim" Batterbee, age 75, of Ovid, MI, passed

away Wednesday, August 26, 2020, at his home with his fami-
ly by his side. 

James was born in Lansing, MI, on June 3, 1945, the son of
Willard Ransford and Althea Dorothea Jane (Vallad) Batterbee.
He married Carol Lorene Cooper on May 14, 1966, at Pisgah
Heights Wesleyan Church, Marion, MI. 

Jim was a man with many talents.  He was an excellent
welder and a mechanical genius who could build or fix about
anything, even if it meant fabricating his own parts.  He
enjoyed building and creating with wood and steel; he designed
many items including a three-wheel motorcycle, an amazing
treehouse, and transformed an old farm into a welcoming
home.  He also restored old cars and entered local parades with
his hand-built tractor “Lil’ Champ” with great pride, relishing
his role as “Uncle Sam”.

He enjoyed playing guitar and singing, especially when having gatherings at the Batterbee
Barn with family and friends joining-in around the campfire.  Throughout his life he enjoyed rid-
ing motorcycles and exploring the back roads. 

The work ethic he lived and taught his kids was “You can’t fail if you don’t quit”.  While
many describe him as the toughest man they ever knew and his grandchildren affectionately
refer to him as “Grumpa”, he truly had a generous heart and loved to help people.  He was a ded-
icated volunteer at a local community Thanksgiving dinner for many years.  He also had a witty
sense of humor and loved to tell jokes, play epic pranks on family and friends, and was known
for his colorful insults like “skunk monkey” during game play.

He was very proud of his children and grandchildren and adored his wife, Carol, of 54 years.
He received Christ as his savior and will be waiting for our family reunion in Heaven.

He is survived by his wife Carol, daughters: Carrie Beth and Cecil Turner of South Carolina,
Jessica and Gabe Cameron of Gladstone, MI, Amanda and Kenn Cushman of Ovid, MI, grand-
children: Jessie Ruth (Eric) Willor, Aiden Cushman, Reagan Cushman, Opal Cushman, Ian
Turner, Charlie Cameron, Chloe Cameron, Brady Cameron, Brittney (Mike) Babirad, Ashley
Turner, Kristina Turner, 7 great grandchildren, sister Dawn and Ron Miller, brother Clifford and
Janet Batterbee, and sister Joyce and Art Fox.  Jim was preceded in death by his parents, son
Cleatus Batterbee, and sister Wanda Mapes.

Funeral Services were held at The Batterbee Farm, 8342 Simpson Road, Ovid, MI, 48866,
on Sunday, August 30, 2020 with Pastor Cal Emerson, Pastor Clifford Batterbee & Pastor Birt
Cooper officiating.  Burial has taken place at Middlebury Township Cemetery, Ovid, MI. 

Memorials may be made to Our Daily Bread Ministries, 3000 Kraft Ave SE, Grand Rapids,
MI 49512. Online condolences can be made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The fami-
ly is being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes - Houghton Chapel, Ovid, MI.

Country and Gospel Concerts Announced 
OWOSSO — A pair of nationally known country music performers will appear Sept. 12 and

13 at the Don and Metta Mitchell Amphitheater.
“Dave and Daphne” are set to host a free concert at 7 p.m. Sept. 12 featuring classic coun-

try and pop songs.
Dave Salyer formerly performed with Barbara Mandrell and has appeared on numerous TV

shows, and at the White House. He appears regularly at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville.
Daphne Anderson has toured with the Bill Gaither Group, The Cathedrals, The Hinsons and

many others. She was previously the Southern Gospel Music
Association Female Vocalist of the Year.

The First Church of God, which is sponsoring the event,
invites the public to bring chairs or blankets and enjoy the con-
certs. The church, 2100 N. M-52, is the rain site.

At the 10:30 a.m. Sept. 13 service, the duo will perform
God’s country and gospel music at the church. The public again
is welcome. A donation will be requested. Face masks and social
distancing will be required.

Furniture
Restoration

Wooden 
Nickel 

1125 Mak-Tech Drive, #D
Lansing 48906 • 517-708-0507
woodennickelrefinishing.com

Call For Appointment

• Repair

• Stripping

• Upholstery

• Canning

• Refinishing

• Free

Estimates

• Pick up &

Delivery

Available

WE’VE
MOVED!

FALL SPECIAL

OFF ANY $100 SERVICE

$20 OFF

“Life imposes things
on you that you can’t
control, but you still
have the choice of how
you’re going to live
through this.” 

— Celine Dion
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Roy Sylvester Harger 
Roy Sylvester Harger, age 89, of St. Johns, MI, passed

away Thursday, August 27, 2020, at Sparrow Health Systems,
Lansing, MI. 

Roy was born in Clinton County, MI, on November 11,
1930, the son of Frank Sylvester and Maybelle (Taylor) Harger.
He graduated from Maple Rapids High School with the class of
1949. On June 14, 1951 he married DeLoris Jean Wilber in
Ovid, MI. 

Roy retired from the Clinton County Road Commission in
1991. He farmed his fathers land for several years and raised
cows, pigs and horses. He took many trips with his horses
across the state. Roy and his daughter Mona enjoyed wood-
working together and they traveled to many craft shows to sell
their projects. Roy enjoyed camping trips with his family to
Ludington. He coached his sons little league teams for many
years.  He volunteered with God's Outreach Mission in Maple
Rapids, taking many trips to Detroit, Flint and West Virginia
delivering food and clothing to people in need. 

He was a proud member of the Ithaca VFW and Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Roy
was a member of the Maple Rapids United Methodist Church. He proudly served his country
in the United States Army during the Korean War.  

He is survived by his wife of 69 years DeLoris Harger of St. Johns, MI, children: Mona and
Marlin Kindel of Maple Rapids, MI, David and Nancy Harger of Ithaca, MI, Keith Harger of
St. Johns, MI, Trina and Richard Fitzsimmons of Ottawa, Canada, 6 grandchildren, and 13
great grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by his parents, grandson Chad Harger, brother
Edwin (Betty) Harger, sister Imogene (Oliver "Bud") Beck, brother Vernon (Beverly) Harger,
nephews: Donald (Debbie) Beck, Ronnie (Bonnie) Harger, Dale Harger, Pat Wilcox.

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes - Osgood Chapel, St. Johns,
MI, on Monday, August 31, 2020 with Pastor Kathy Leydorf-Keck officiating.  Burial has taken
place at Eureka Cemetery, Eureka, MI. 

Memorials may be made to Maple Rapids United Methodist Church. Online condolences
can be made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith
Family Funeral Homes - Osgood Chapel, St. Johns, MI.

Obituaries
What a morning this has

been……..and it is only 9:30!  I
was up at the office at 5:45 AM
to get the bulletins done, print-
ed, and stuffed……. I did have
them delivered by 9:15.  This
involved making changes on
the inserts and making up new
inserts, printing both the inserts and bulletins for all three churches which also needed to be fold-
ed.  Just before I left to deliver them I got a text which wanted more changes to be made.  I felt
bad………but told them it was too late for this week everything was already printed.  So, I’m
probably in Dutch somewhere with someone…….such is life.

Have I told you the zucchini story?  Mine have been troubled this year and from what I hear
other folks are having problems with them also.  Any who, I planted more seeds in a couple of
different spots in the yard.  William and I were also weeding in the garden and I didn’t have any
pockets to put the rest of the zucchini seeds.  So William put them in his pocket and there they
stayed until they went through the washing machine and the dryer.  Of course I found them as I
removed the clothes from the dryer.  Several fell to the floor and the rest had to be recovered
from the dryer drum.  I almost pitched them……..but I decided to try planting them in bare patch
of ground which had just been rain soaked.  This was at 8AM………the next morning three
plants had sprung up.  They must have liked their pre-wash and dry cycles………three days ago
after the rain showers these plants had sprung up a good two feet and blossomed.  Apparently
Arm & Hammer laundry detergent put through a large wash cycle is good for your seeds?

This has been another canning week………forty-one quarts and one pint of stewed tomatoes
on Sunday.  Sunday night my sleep was interrupted by obscene Charlie horses.  Thank goodness
I still had a bottle of Tei-fu oil to sooth the horses.  I ended up sleeping on the recliner for half
the night.  On Monday I had to pick more tomatoes and only put up another fourteen quarts.  On
Tuesday I had a houseful………Diane, Ryan, Isabella, and Zach.  During the visits Diane and I
managed to can another twenty-eight quarts of stewed tomatoes.  Ryan helped me straighten up
the old granary and she also scrubbed up a set of shelves and their contents.  Wahoo, I just found
some of my missing four o’clock seeds and acorn caps!  I also worked at the office to get the
Parables out in the mail.

It would appear that I have had another one of those busy weeks.  Last night I canned four-
teen pints of sweet chunk pickles. The recipe that I use came from my Great Grandmother who
had measured everything with tea cups.  Lucky for us, we had one of those cups and it measure
out to be three fourths of a cup.  These pickles always turn out crisp, which makes me happy.
Last night I also got my hair cut and finished mowing the yard in the dark.  I was surprised about
how well the headlights worked on the mower.  I think that I made it back into the house around
nine.  

I need to bring in a couple dozen more quart canning jars to wash.  I have to pick the toma-
toes and the Hungarian Hot peppers which were supposed to be sweet banana peppers.  They do
shock your taste buds and I’m glad that Tammy wants them.  Technically I’m on vacation…….I
will be at Clare on Friday then all bets are off.  It would appear that Diane and I will be doing
another long tomato day on Saturday.  Hopefully I will finish up the peaches on Sunday.  At any
rate I’m looking forward to the city wide yard sales in Ovid on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
this coming week.  

May your days be filled with purpose and with many blessings.  One of which I hope is good
common sense, God bless you.

Crystal Mitchell©2020

A Little 
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

“Why did Jesus have
to die?” 

Another way to look at
this is to ask, “Why can’t peo-
ple just have relationships
with God without faith in
Jesus?”

Throughout the Bible we
see the teaching that all people are sinners. Some sin more, some sin less. But all of us are sin-
ners before God.

The ramifications of this are many; the main one is that we are separated from God.
Isaiah 59:1-2 says, “Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull

to hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face
from you, so that he will not hear.”

This separation is automatic the moment we are conceived. It is confirmed whenever we
choose to sin, especially and primarily when we refuse to believe in God.

God is infinitely holy. He is infinitely pure. Totally sinless. Absolute perfection.
When comparing us to God, it’s easy to see that something's got to give.
And what gives is us. Our sin separates us from God.
What can those do who want to have a personal relationship with God but are separated from

Him?
To believe in the one way that God has provided for us to know Him; faith in Jesus Christ.
As Jesus says concerning Himself, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes

to the Father except through me.”- John 14:6
If you do not know God, know that the way into a personal relationship with God, and to

have all of your sins completely forgiven, is to believe in the Gospel. That Jesus was fully God
and fully human. That He lived a sinless life, that He died on the cross and rose bodily from the
dead for your sins. 

Salvation is received by faith in the Lord. No good works. No baptism. But by faith alone.

Religious 
Thoughts

by Chris Hearn
www.letsmeetgod.com

Editorial...cont’ on page 9

You are never too old
to set another goal
or to dream a new
dream.” – C.S. Lewis

Dirk Duane Galehouse
Dirk Duane Galehouse age 88 of Elsie, MI, passed away

Wednesday, September 2, 2020, at The Meadows Assisted
Living, Owosso, MI.

Dirk was born in Elsie, MI on September 2, 1932, the son
of Lloyd and Iva Mae (Pierce) Galehouse. He graduated from
Elsie High School with the class of 1950. On September 14,
1952 he married Joanne Earegood in Elsie, MI.  

Dirk enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in 1950.
He served in Korea in 1951 and 1952, where he was wounded
three times in ten days, once on his birthday.  He worked at
Auto-lite in Owosso, MI, Milk Producers Association in Ovid,
and he & his brother operated Gales Tire and Wrecker Service
in Elsie for many years.  He was a member of American
Legion Post 502, Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of
Foreign Wars and Masonic Lodge #238.  Dirk enjoyed hunt-
ing, coin collecting, and sports. 

He is survived by his wife Joanne Galehouse of Elsie, MI,
and many nieces and nephews.  He was predeceased by his parents, and brother Stanley. 

A Graveside Service will be held at Riverside Cemetery, Elsie, MI, on Tuesday, September
8, 2020 at 11:00 A.M., with Pastor JD Paik officiating. 

Memorials may be made to
Elsie United Methodist Church.
Online condolences can be sent
to www.smithfamilyfuneral-
homes.com  The family is being
served by Smith Family
Funeral Homes, Elsie, MI.

It’s Back...
Burger & Fries

Main Bar
113 N. Main St., Ovid

989-834-5389
“Where the wildlife meet”

On Mondays

$500

1/4 Pound Burger & Fries
Add Cheese 75¢ Add Bacon $100

Dine Inside, Patio
or Take-Out
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Saving for the 
American dreams
Saving for the  
American dreams
Roth IRA can help you save for retirement 
and your children’s education
Chris and Heather want to help their young son go to college someday. They also want
to retire when they’re 65 – but they don’t know how they can save for both dreams.

A Roth IRA could provide flexibility. You can withdraw contributions tax-free from
your Roth IRA at any time. Pay only income taxes on earnings withdrawn before you’re
age 59 if the money is used for college expenses. If your child doesn’t go to college or
receives a full scholarship, the money remains in your Roth IRA for retirement.

Save for the future while maintaining some flexibility for college expenses. A Modern
Woodmen of America financial representative can help you determine if a Roth IRA
could help you achieve your dreams.

Edward J. Arthur, FIC
9790 E. M-21
Ovid, MI 48866
B 989-834-3300
C 517-896-5338
edward.j.arthur@mwarep.org

Let’s start the conversation.

Registered representative. Securities offered through MWA Financial Services Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Modern Woodmen of America. Member: FINRA, SIPC.

CSL PLASMA
We are Open!! Come in and 

Help SAVE Lives!

Bring this Ad in on your
*First Donation and receive

an additional $10.00 
*(new/lapse)

5015 S. Cedar St.

(517) 394-0016

3800 W. Saginaw Hwy

(517) 679-3326

cslplasma.com MW

OVER 

38 Years 

Experience

ELSIE LIONS FOOD WAGON
Wrap-Up Fundraiser

Fri & Sat: Sept. 18th & 19th
Located Behind Village Office in 
Parking Lot Adjacent to Fire Hall.

Due to COVID-19 this will

Wrap-Up Our Yearly

Fundraiser Efforts.

FOR LARGE ORDERS PLEASE

TEXT 517-881-0024

Thank you in advance for

your support...

OVID-ELSIE -- David Pastula is
stepping up as Ovid-Elsie's new
cross-country coach. He welcomes a
strong, veteran roster back as the
Marauders look to improve on last
year's 3rd place (girls) and 5th place
(boys) finishes in the conference.

"The boys team is a veteran
group that is hungry to take the next
step in competition. Leadership
from captain Coleton Towsley is
helping to grow emerging young tal-
ents like Ryan Gavenda and Cole
Workman," says coach Pastula. "The
girls team, while small, has some of the best chemistry I’ve
seen in my young coaching career. Led by captain Samantha
Grubaugh and emerging talent from Alexis Spitzley, this small
team has what it takes to be competitive."

Returning runners for the male Marauders are  Coleton
Towsley (12), Gavin Leavitt (12), Corbin Kelley (12), Luke
Spitzley (12), Justin Prewitt (11), Andrew Hall (11), Ryan
Gavenda (10) and Gage Kvalevog (10). 

The girls return Samantha Grubaugh (11), Alexis Spitzley
(10), Alyse Ladiski (10), Abigail Prewitt (10) and Ella Powell
(10).

Newcomers for the boys team are Kaden West (11),
Christian Schmidtfranz (11), Dalton Love (9), Joseph Humrich
(9) and Cole Workman (9). The girls club welcomes Rachel
Spitzley (9) and Kaia Spiess (9), new to the fold.

Sports

Marauder Cross-Country Team Welcomes New Coach, Strong,
Experienced Contingent Back for 2020 Season 

Pastula looks for about the same conference finishes for his
Marauders as he continues to build the program. This is
Pastula’s first year as a high school cross country head coach.
His previous experience comes from Ovid-Elsie Middle
School, Owosso High School, and Woodrow Wilson Middle
School in Roanoke, Virginia. 

He explains, "The boys team still needs to develop its top
end talent. Without multiple runners below 20:00, it will be
hard to compete for first. As for the girls, opposite of the boys,
I believe the top end talent is emerging, but our small team
leads to a lack of depth for the team. This is likely due to being
such a young team and I expect to see this team take big steps
during the year."Coach David Pastula

Front (l-r): Gayvn Leavett, Ryan Gavenda, Cole Workman, Corbin Kelley, Luke Spitzley, Joe
Humrich. Second row (l-r): Coleton Towsely, Christian Schmidtfranz, Andrew Hall, Kaden
West, Justin Prewitt, Gage Kvalevog. Back row: Coach David Pastula. Missing: Dalton Love

Front (l-r):Alyse Ladiski, Kaia Spiess, Abigail Prewitt, Samantha Grubaugh. Second row 
(l-r): Ella Powell, Rachel Spitzley, Alexis Spitzley. Back row: Coach David Pastula.
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CALL TODAY

725-5515

Receive a no obligation

WATER
ANALYSISFREE

Try any Culligan System for only

$10PER MONTH
FOR 6 MONTHS

Waugh’s Culligan
Owosso

(989) 725-5515

Ken’s Culligan
307 E. Superior St., Alma

(800) 868-4937

$10

Must Present Coupon. 
Canʼt Be Combined With Any Other Offers.

PER MONTH
FOR 3 MONTHS

WATER
ANALYSIS FREE

We Focus on EYE Health

Dr. David L. Peters
(989) 224-6651

611 W. State St., Suite A
(At the corner of Morton & M-21)

St. Johns, MI 48879

Call Today for Appt.
Accepting Most Insurances

1605 Vandekarr Rd.
Owosso

Encouraging optimal 
functioning in spirit, 

body and mind.

(989) 723-3807
Kimberly Bowen, RN, BSN

Aging brings about
many changes, includ-
ing some that may com-
promise seniors’ ability
to remain independent.
In such instances, many
families consider assist-
ed living facilities for
their aging relatives.

More than 835,000
Americans currently
reside in assisted living
communities, according
to the National Center
for Assisted Living.
While communities and
homes provide various
services, one service in
particular may be need-
ed for seniors with
Alzheimer’s disease, other dementias or memory problems.
Memory care units are separate facilities that cater to people
with dementia or other memory issues.

According to the senior residence referral and resource
guide A Place for Mom, memory care is a distinct form of long-
term skilled nursing. Also called special care units, memory
care facilities provide 24-hour supervised care for individuals.
This care is often carried out in a separate wing or floor of a res-
idential facility or community.

Memory care facilities aim to provide a safe and secure
environment for residents. This means limiting entry or egress
to other areas of the facility for those who may have trouble
navigating and remembering where they started out. The
Alzheimer’s Association notes that six in 10 people with
dementia will wander and become disoriented. This is danger-
ous for the individual and others. Memory care units often have
alarms and “wander guard” precautions in place to make sure
residents cannot roam unsupervised and risk injury.

Another goal of memory care is to provide a stress-free,
structured lifestyle that has set
schedules and routines, states
Brookdale Senior Living. This
can help keep distress minimal
and make for more comfort-
able and happy residents. 

In addition, memory care
units offer programs that help
slow the progression of demen-
tias and cultivate cognitive
skills. Fitness exercises,
games, specialty food pro-
grams, activities, and much
more may be offered to make
residents more comfortable.
Memory care facilities include
common spaces for socializa-
tion, meals and activities. 

“Alzheimer’s patients must
maintain their activity, walk-
ing, interacting with music,
and art,” says Lory Bright-
Long, MD, CMD, of the
American Medical Directors
Association. “We have to
awaken the senses so that the
memory can have a hook. This
is accomplished in the memory
care setting.”

It is important for those
considering assisted living and
nursing home facilities to
inquire about specific memory
care units if a loved one
requires this environment.
Start the search at
APlaceForMom.com. 

Memory Care a Component of
Assisted Living 

If You’re Looking for Quality Care,
You’ve Found It!

Assisted Living Rehabilitation Center Fine Dining

  Our hometown staff deliver 24 hour a day care delivered by
Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses and Certified
Nurse Aids. Come in and let our Hometown Staff take care 

of your loved one like they are our family.

We accept Managed Medicare Plans i.e. Humana, Med Plus Blue, McLaren, etc.

201 S. Front St. • Chesaning, MI • 989-845-6602

P Physical Therapy
P Speech Therapy
P Fractures & Wound Care
P Post-Surgery Recovery

P Occupational Therapy
P Orthopedic Therapy
P Stroke Rehabilitation
P Cognitive Therapy

HHHH Four Star Rating

Why the Flu Shot is so
Important in 2020 

Millions of people across the globe get flu shots each year.
Flu shots protect people against influenza, but they might pro-
vide even greater benefits in 2020.

As the world continues to confront the outbreak of the
COVID-19 virus, it’s imperative that people everywhere take
every step necessary to protect themselves and others. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention notes that a flu vac-
cine will not protect people against COVID-19. However, flu
vaccines have been shown to reduce the risk of illness related
to the flu. Those illnesses weaken people’s immune systems,
making them more vulnerable to other viruses, including
COVID-19.

Flu vaccines have also been shown to reduce the risk of
hospitalization. That’s a significant benefit of being vaccinated,
as people who get their flu shots can indirectly help hospitals
conserve potentially scarce resources. As the COVID-19 virus
rapidly spread late in the winter of 2019-20, many hospitals
across the country and even the globe were stretched incredibly
thin. So anything ordinary citizens can do to alleviate such bur-
dens can help save lives while also making hospital workers’
jobs easier and less stressful. 

Many people may be concerned about going out and getting
a flu shot in 2020. That’s especially likely for people who live
in communities where the COVID-19 virus is spreading.
However, the CDC notes that getting a flu shot in 2020 is an
essential part of protecting your health and the health of your
family. Many doctor’s offices are now insisting patients wait in
their cars until doctors are ready to see them, and masks may be
required when entering the doctor’s office. Such measures can
reduce the risk of getting the COVID-19 virus when visiting a
doctor’s office for a flu shot or another visit, so patients should
not be hesitant to receive their vaccinations in 2020. Patients
can follow such protocols even if their doctors are not insisting
they do so. The same safety measures can be followed by peo-
ple who intend to get their flu shots from neighborhood phar-
macies.

Flu shots are vital to individual and public health every
year, but the importance of being vaccinated against influenza
in 2020 is heightened as the world continues to confront the
outbreak of the COVID-19 virus.  
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We Are Your 
Smile Specialists!

• Evening Hours
• Children & Adults

Dr. Tammy A Mika
Dr. William P. Horal
Dr. Richard Halliday

Healthy Kids/MI Child/Healthy MI

114 N. Main St., Perry 
perrydental.org

517-625-4163

New Location in 
Downtown Laingsburg
Phone (517) 651-1777 

Fax (517) 651-1779

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 9-2

Flu 
Shots

Available
No appointment 

necessary

How Illnesses are Stopped from Spreading in
Nursing Homes 

Millions of elder-
ly and incapacitated
individuals find
long-term care facili-
ties are the safest
places to reside and
receive both medical
care and assistance
with daily living
r e q u i r e m e n t s .
Nursing homes aim
to keep residents safe
and healthy, and in
order to do so impor-
tant precautions need
to be taken not only
by staff members,
but by friends and
family who visit
their loved ones in
nursing home facili-
ties.

Infectious dis-
eases can spread easily through nursing homes if visitors are not careful. Age and compromised
immune systems which are common among many people who live in long-term care facilities,
elevate residents’ risk for disease. A nursing home outside of Seattle was the site of one of first
cases of COVID-19 on American soil. As of early March 2020, thirteen residents of the facility
contracted and died from COVID-19, an additional 11 deaths were being investigated but had
not yet been attributed to the novel virus that dominated headlines. 

In many nursing homes, residents share rooms, and common areas are small, making resi-
dents vulnerable to infections that are transmitted from person to person, advises the Association
for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology. And the open-door policy of many
facilities can make it easy for diseases to find their way in. These pointers can help reduce the
risk for disease transmission.

• Visitors should not come into the facility if they have symptoms of respiratory infections
or other illnesses that are easily transmissible.

• Employees should stay home if they are sick.
• Good infection prevention and control techniques always should be implemented. These

include cleaning hands before and after touching another resident. Cleaning and disinfecting
environmental surfaces, removing soiled items, and wearing personal protective equipment is
advised.

• Residents, workers and visitors should practice proper cough and sneeze etiquette by
coughing and sneezing into the crooks of their elbows rather than into their hands.

• The CDC says alcohol-based hand rub should be available in every resident’s room.
• Restrict residents with any contagious illnesses to their rooms. If they need to be moved

for testing or other reasons, have them wear correct safety items, like facemasks.
• Healthcare personnel who may work other jobs, such as those in other facilities, should

exercise extreme caution after caring for an individual with an infectious disease.
• Guests should wear gowns when visiting someone who has a virus or type of bacteria that

can be transmitted through direct contact.
Infectious diseases can be problematic in nursing home settings since residents are vulnera-

ble due to their proximity to others, ages and potentially compromised immune systems. 

Social Security Disability?
Let Us Protect Your Rights.

33 Years Trial Experience
Free Consultation

No Fee Unless You Collect

CALL
989-725-8118

• Workers Compensation • Auto Accident • All Injury Claims

Specializing in Personal Injury • Aggressive Trial Attorney

Injured? 

Did You Know?
According to the National Council of State Boards of Nursing, nurses are the second largest

group of licensed professionals in the United States. While laws vary depending on where nurs-
es work, many nurses must have their licenses renewed at certain intervals. State boards of nurs-
ing, sometimes referred to as “BONs,” were established to oversee and assure the safe practice
of nursing in an effort to protect the public’s health. Part of the responsibilities of a BON is to
evaluate licensure applications, and some BONs, depending on the state laws, will handle
license renewals as well. The goal of license renewals is to ensure licensed nurses are up to date
on the latest best practices and procedures. In addition, nurses who have not practiced in some
time but want to return to practicing may need to take a refresher course to ensure they can still
serve as competent nurses. In
states where renewals are
required, nurses who continue
to practice without renewing
their licenses may be subject to
discipline. Nurses are urged to
stay abreast of the licensing
laws where they practice and to
contact their BON if they have
any questions about the licen-
sure process.
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Owosso Ready Mix

Competive Prices

(989) 723-1295

800-442-4541

Owned & Operated 
by Bob Ardelean

The team includes: Dawson Shastal, Kadin Beck-Kusnier, Nolan Gregg, Aden Baynes, Brad
Dedic, Jacob Slider, Tyler Scanlan, Caleb Clark, Garrett Mathews, Dan Miller, Miguel
Ramirez, Tanner Scanlan, Sawyer Shastal, Zach Slider, Levi Stevens, Dano Winnans, Shaily
Baynes, Emily Gutzman, Saige Wurm, Danielle Winans, Daisy Wilson, Sierra Price, Hannah
Brooks, Sophia Dittrich, Kezzie Dietz, Desire Knoblauch, Emma Kribs, Hayleigh Mertens. 

Photo by Clint Hawks

Wolfpack Cross-Country teams Look to Finish
in Top Four of Tough CMAC 

LAINGSBURG -- A top 3 of 4 finish by both of his cross-coun-
try teams. That's what veteran coach Shawn Baynes is looking for
from this year's Wolfpack edition.

"We've got a good depth of strong runners on the boys team, and
we are senior-strong with a lot of experience with the girls team,"
says Baynes, as he looks to steer his Wolfpack in the top half of the
Central Michigan Athletic Conference (CMAC) in 2020.

The Wolfpack boys are coming off a 6th place showing in the
league, led this year by returning runners Tyler Scanlon, Miguel
Ramirez, Nolan Gregg, Kadin Beck, Caleb Clark, Sawyer Shastal,
Dawson Shastal, Dan Miller and Zach Slider. Newcomers are Garrett
Matthews, Levi Stephens, Dano Winans, Brad Dedic, Jacob Slider,
Aden Baynes, Lucas Woodruff and Wyatt Stanfield. "The CMAC is a
strong running conference," says coach Baynes. "Our boys team hopes
to finish in the top four, but it will be tough."

The Wolfpack girls are striding to move up from their 4th place league finish from 2019.
They return Sierra Price, Danielle Winans, Emily Gutzman, Hayleigh Mertens, Saige Wurm,
Daisy Wilson, Kezzie Dietz, Emma Kribs and Shaily Baynes. There are two newcomers to the
team: Desire Knoblauch and Sophia Dittrich. "Our girls are small in numbers and a young team,"
explains coach Baynes, "But we're shooting for a top 3 finish."

The future of the Wolfpack program looks bright. "We have 40-plus Middle School run-
ners in cross-country. We are looking forward to a big class of runners next year," says the coach.

Coach Shawn Baynes

Laingsburg Harriers Kick Off 2020 Season by
Hosting Early Burg Invite 

LAINGSBURG — Perry’s girls were the top area performer at the Laingsburg Early Burg
Thursday, finishing sixth as a team.

Junior Grace O’Neill paced the Ramblers with a 11th-place finish in 22:09.5. Ella Kloeckner
was 17th in 22:51.2.

Laingsburg, which finished eighth, was led by senior Shaily Baynes (23:29.6) in 22nd.
Emma Kribs took 29th in 24:06.1.

Marshall won the girls scoring with 33 points. Battle Creek Harper Creek was second with
65. Perry had 144 points and Laingsburg tallied 192.

Laingsburg’s boys finished
seventh as a team with 169
points, led by Lucas Woodruff
in 13th (18:34.8). Miguel
Ramirez (19:52.2) was 29th for
the Wolfpack.

Perry took ninth with 188
points. The Ramblers’ top fin-
isher was Ethan Smith in 16th
(18:51). Benjamin Hinkley was
24th (19:32.1).

Fowlerville edged Harper
Creek 73-74 for the team victo-
ry. Leslie was just behind in
third with 78 points.

12775 Escanaba Drive Suite 1
Dewitt MI 48820

Kari Dickenson
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS-DEWITT

Associate Broker

Cell: 517-819-6139
Office: 517-669-8118
karidrealtor®gmail.com
karidickenson.remax-michigan.com

Each office Independentally Owned & Operated

SportsLaingsburg Knights of Columbus 
Yard Sale Is Cancelled

submitted by Gary Lundquist
Traditionally, the Laingsburg Knights of Columbus has had a Yard Sale the first Saturday

after Labor Day (9/13) at the St Isidore Church (Laingsburg).  Unfortunately, this event is can-
celled this year due to the Coronavirus.

Please pass the word to people you know who attend this yard sale.

Serving the Community for 45 Years

FALL FILL SPECIAL

108 N. Mill St., Ovid •  834-2828
603 E. Steel St., St. Johns •  224-3875

September Fill on Fuel Oil & Propane!
Get a 8¢ Discount if Paid in Ten Days 

• Commercial • Farm • Residential 
FUEL UP FOR WINTER!

Fuel Oil, Gasoline, Batteries, Propane, Motor Oils & Tires
24 HOUR SELF-SERVICE CARD SYSTEM

SAVE
$$$
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The Weekly 
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Editorial...cont’d from page 4

and

TAX

B
B

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
Income Tax Service • Electronic Filing

Offering Investments, Insurance
& Complete Range of Retirement Plans

Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm
Other hours by appointment

Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, MI 48866

DANIEL BUKOVCIK
101 N. MAIN ST., OVID
Phone (989)834-2270

Fax (989)834-2279

CALL

203 S. Water St., Owosso 989-723-4220
maurerheating.com

Free Estimates

“ A Tradition
of Quality”

The Squirrel Master
The Michigan squirrel opener is a little over a week away

so the Weekly Sportsman thought he would introduce readers to
America’s Squirrel Master.  Jonathan O’Dell may well be the
first and only hunter in North America to complete the Grand
Slam of Tree Squirrels in 2009.  It has been almost ten years
since his accomplishment was featured in Field & Stream.

Back in ‘15 The Weekly Sportsman met O’Dell in person
while  attending a National Pheasant Fest in  Des Moines, Iowa.
A very outgoing and cheerful individual he introduced himself
as Arizona’s small game biologist  while he hung out around
the cooking stage primarily watching his friend Hank Shaw’s
cooking demonstrations.  The Weekly Sportsman also spent the
weekend around the cooking stage while serving as a wildgame
sous chef for Uncle Millie.  O’Dell seemed like a familiar fig-
ure and it was as if maybe the Weekly Sportsman had met him
before but this was not possible as he was from the far away
state of Arizona.  Following dinner on the very first day of
Pheasant Fest it finally came to the Weekly Sportman why
O’Dell seemed so familiar.  Could this be the same small game
biologist that was in a magazine a few years back who hunted
many different species of squirrels in America’s southwest?

The next morning the Weekly Sportsman quietly
approached O’Dell during a cooking demonstration  and whis-
pered to him, “I think I know who you are…. Mr. Squirrel
Master.”  It was if someone had injected O’Dell with a million
gallons of caffeine.  He snapped to life with a smile and stood
like he was ten foot tall. The Weekly Sportsman had just deliv-
ered the biggest compliment possible by acknowledging his
accomplishment of shooting the American Grand Slam of Tree
Squirrels.  Slipping away from the cooking stage, O’Dell and
the Weekly Sportsman nerded out about squirrels and small
game hunting for about an hour and discussed  what Arizona
and Michigan has to offer.

Now about this Grand Slam and Squirrel Master title.
There is no governing squirrel association or published record
book. In 2009 O’Dell had the opportunity to travel to
California, Missouri, and Kansas and thus was able to hunt all
eight species of tree squirrels.  The state of Arizona itself is
home to four of the species of which some are only found there.
The list for the Grand Slam includes Western Gray, Douglas,
Arizona, Abert’s, Red, Eastern Grey, Eastern Fox, and the
Mexican Fox.  O’Dell is a shotgun man and totes a Remington
870 and uses #6 shot.  He uses calls and does a lot of scouting
to locate movement and sign such as cracked nut hulls at the
base of trees.  Much like his colleague from Arkansas, Clifton
Jackson, he believes that squirrel hunting may be the key to
recruiting new hunters.  There is something unique that hap-
pens when a young hunter spends time in the woods honing
marksmanship and fieldcraft skills.

The Weekly Sportsman and O’Dell have both offered to
host each other for hunting trips in their home state but busy
calendars have not been able to mesh.  The Weekly Sportsman
looks forward to an Arizona squirrel hunting trip with dove and
prairie dog possibilities although O’Dells discussion of the edi-
bility of prairie dogs is of some concern.  Take some time and
hit the woods this Tuesday, September 15th for the opening of
Michigan’s 2020 squirrel season.

-WS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

September and Back to School
Dear Andy,  
Our 2 grandchildren, 5th grade and 2nd grade have cried

every day since school started.  Likely, out of frustration and
probably feeling my tension and frustration, as well.   Their
maternal grandmother is recouping from cancer treatment; their
mother has been ‘exposed’ and have sent the children to live
with their father during the Covid -19 challenges.  And, she said
she would not do the online school with their children, (Not
part of her job) The kids Dad, my son, is at work until 5:00
every day so Papa and Meme were the “lucky” ones to home
school the grandkids.  We are in our late 70’s and neither one of
us is all that computer savvy.

We are at our wits-end as to how the chrome book works
and the kids will not sit still to focus.  There is so much back-
ground noise from other participants, it is tough hear all the
information and then I am yelling at them all the time.   This is
not working out!  Any thoughts? 

Mean Papa
Dear Mean Papa,  
You are not alone.  I have heard many stories as to the chal-

lenges of some students using the Chrome Book for the very
first time. I just heard from a mom that her 8 yr old son has 3
other classes on Zoom and it was not until day 10 they realized
he was not attending the online class.   Just one of the many
horror stories I have heard.  Students have many styles of learn-
ing.  Some may need to record the teacher and listen to it again
later. Some may need to take notes the entire time.  Some just
listen.  Most all will need to go back to review the assignment.
It is a learning style in progress.   Be patient and
Relax…gramps and grams… you’re not the teacher.

Suggestions on getting children to focus.  Let them sit
where ever they are comfortable….the hammock, a beanbag
chair or upside down on the couch or on the trampoline.  And
if you have fidgeter, give them a fidgeter hand spinner, a stress
ball or a sensory toy.  

Organization is going to be a key to their success.  Get fold-
ers for each class; place all textbooks and supplies in a small
bin.   Most all children have a short attention span. You can get
them excited to learn by showing interest in their accomplish-
ments and asking questions about what they learned.  Know
what subject is up next and know the time.  Set a timer.  Ask
them questions after they finished the instructions from their
teacher.   No yelling!  If background noise is distracting.
Students can mute the other students and still hear the teacher.
Have your students make a paper with a question mark and one
with a check mark meaning they understand; tape it to a pencil.
When the teacher asks for questions, your student can hold up
the question sign and unmute.  When they understand the can
hold up the check mark without hearing all the background
noises of other students. 

Do what works:  Make sure they have a visual schedule of
classes and assignment.  A white board with wipe off marker.
Schedule with times for each class.  Know the daily agenda.
Know when assignments are due.  When you check into atten-
dance for each class, you are given the zoom time and other
information.  Do it prior to class time. Know your kids log in
and password. 

As for the students, it is frustrating for them, too.
Especially, your grandchildren.  At that age they carry pressure
and worry about their parent’s mortality.   They have a grand-
mother who is fighting cancer and the ‘rejection’ from their
mother has got to be stressful for them.  They are likely to be
worried that their mother is going to die. It is important you
keep them informed about family personal struggles and ask
them if they have any concerns. Educate them regarding
Novisvirus  Covid 19 and Pandemics so they know there is a
history of deadly pandemics every generation.  Be Positive.
What you do not know, Google it!

Make sure they have snacks and water nearby and take
advantage of the breaks the teachers give them.  They should
stretch and rejuvenate with some exercise or jumping.  It gets
tiring to look at a screen; it can be uncomfortable, or the neck
could be hurting.  Have them gently bend their heads to the
back, left and right and stretching forward holding the position

for 3 seconds and slowly turning.    Don’t forget to stretch their
hands.  Clasp them together: stretch and wiggle the finders.
All of you take deep breaths to destress.

And, it is ok if they need their blanket or a special stuffed
animal nearby.  It will bring them comfort trying this new chal-
lenge of virtual computer-generated education.  And, it’s ok to
call the school or text the teacher if you have questions or need
assistance on the protocols and expectations of the students.
(Do not call during class time) Most students and many teach-
ers are learning for the first time, too.   Be patient, don’t hover,
use encouraging words and compliments.  Back off
some…they will get it eventually. 

Your grandchild’s education is important.  For most, this
will be a temporary situation.  We need to make the best of it,
especially if the only choice we have is staying home to be safe
until a cure or vaccine is available.  It could take many more
months and maybe years.  So, my FINAL suggestion is to
enjoy the new experience by being positive and excited to
learn something new.   Andy

Readers: Thank you to the teachers and staff who are doing
their best.  Thank you for the hands-on support from family
members and friends.  Thank you to the students who want to
learn and do their best.  You can do it!   AskAndy@aol.com

Ask
Andy

Have a Question 
for Andy?

Submit them to:

ask_andy@aol.com

You can also mail or drop questions
off to: Meridian Weekly 

P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI 48866

Dave Sanders

For Your Best Deal

On a New or Used Vehicle!

Located at the Corner of M-52 and M-57 • CHESANING, MI
989-845-3057 • 800-882-4563

989-725-7096

GARBER
Chevrolet - Buick
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WEEKLY ONLINE AUCTIONS:
Firearms, Sporting Goods,
Tools, Lawn & Garden, Antiques
& Collectibles! Go to:
SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com

for details. Contact Auctioneer
Joe Sherwood for your LIVE
ONSITE Auction Needs. 
(989) 763-7157.             CPM
-----------------------------------------
ONLINE AUCTION, Bid Sept.
10-14 at NarhiAUCTIONS.com
Dracula pinball machine, Philco
console radio. 14K gold/dia-
mond/sapphire ring, Coins,
Steam Whistle, Oscar Mayer
pedal car, commercial style
applicances & More! 
810.515.0710         CPM
-----------------------------------------
LIVE ESTATE and Real Estate
Auction, Saturday,
September 12, 10:00a.m. 336
Dick St., Midland, MI. Large list
of items and photos at:
www.FurloAuction.com Real
Estate questions, call Tony at
989-513-9405.                CPM
-----------------------------------------
HUGE LIVE/Simulcast
Construction Equipment
Auction Thurs., Sept. 17, 2020
10:00a.m. 750 Kapplinger Dr.,
Farwell, MI. For info, call Jack
989-429-0936. Equipment
Inspection Sat., Sept. 12, 9am-
3pm. www.SykoraAuctions.com

CPM
-----------------------------------------

AUCTION

BUSINESS SERVICE
METAL ROOFING regular and
shingle style. HALF OFF ON
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available.
Licensed and insured builders.
Quality work for 40 years! 
517-575-3695.                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

MEDICAL

OXYGEN - Anytime.
Anywhere.  No tanks to refill.
No deliveries.  The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds!  FAA approved! FREE
info kit: 855-970-1066      CPM
-----------------------------------------
VIAGRA & CIALIS Alternative,
60 pills for $99. 100 pills for
$150 FREE shipping.  Money
back guaranteed! Save Now!
Call Today 1-844-743-8144    

CPM
-----------------------------------------
VIAGRA & CIALIS USER! 100
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
8 8 8 - 8 3 5 - 7 2 7 3 . H a b l a m o s
Espanol                           CPM
-----------------------------------------

GENERAC Standby
Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be
prepared for power outages.
FREE 7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!) Schedule your
FREE in-home assessment
today. Call 1-855-922-0420
Special financing for qualified
customers.                         CPM
-----------------------------------------

HAVING MEN’S HEALTH
ISSUES: Thanks to science,
ED can be optional. Try HIMS.
Connect with a medical profes-
sional online. If approved, your
prescribed medication is deliv-
ered to your door. FREE online
visit http://himsnow.com/mich

CPM
-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

MEET SINGLES: right now!
No paid operators, just real
people like you. Browse greet-
ings, exchange messages and
connect live. Try it free. Call
now: 855-247-5909         CPM
-----------------------------------------

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED:
Internet. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today! 
1-844-275-3510                CPM
-----------------------------------------
AMISH BUILT: mini cabins or
storage sheds delivered to your
site anywhere in Michigan!
Starting at $2,500.00.
mynextbarn.com 
989-832-1866                    CPM
-----------------------------------------
STAY IN YOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to
$1,500 off, including a free toilet
and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-
855-271-8452.                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

ADJUSTABLE BED: Brand
New with Imcomfort gel memo-
ry foam mattress. Retail Cost
$3,995.00, sacrifice for $875.oo
Call for showing or delivery:
989-615-2951                   CPM
-----------------------------------------

FREE AUTO INSURANCE
QUOTES for uninsured and
insured drivers. Let us show
youhow much you can save! 
Call 888-330-4197.            CPM
-----------------------------------------

MATTRESSES

HIGH SPEED INTERNET: We
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best
service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from
top providers.1-844-290-4041        

CPM
-----------------------------------------

CASH FOR CARS: We buy any
condition vehicle, 2002 and
Newer. Competitive offer!
Nationwide FREE pick up! Call
now for a free quote! 
888-366-5659.                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

REACH ACROSS MI: with a
MegaMarket Statewide
Classified Ad!  Over 1.9 million
weekly in-home circulation just
$249 per week!  Buy 3 ads –
Get 1 Free!  Call 800.783.0267               

CPM
-----------------------------------------

DISH Network $59.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed
Internet for ONLY
$19.95/month. Call Today for
$100 Gift Card! Best Value &
Technology. FREE Installation.
Call 1-866-950-6757 (some
restrictions apply)              CPM
-----------------------------------------

ELIMINATE GUTTER:
cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-844-369-
2501                                 CPM
-----------------------------------------

BECOME A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR: Publications sold at
all major secular & speciality
Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission
kit. 1-866-945-3813           CPM
----------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY: Receive maximum
value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-413-9672        CPM
-----------------------------------------

ARTHRITIS, COPD: Joint Pain
or Mobility Issues on the
Stairs? **STOP STRUG-
GLING** Give Your Life A Lift!
An Acorn Stairlift is a perfect
solution! A BBB Rating. Call
now for $250 OFF your pur-
chase. FREE DVD & brochure. 
1-855-280-6240              CPM
-----------------------------------------
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for [350+]
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance -NOT just a discount plan.
[Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 
1-877-253-3162
www.dental50plus.com/55 #6258   

CPM
-----------------------------------------
DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-
Included Package. 155
Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand.
FREE Genie HD DVR
Upgrade. Premium movie
channels, FREE for 3 mos! Call
1-888-351-0154              CPM
----------------------------------------BOY SCOUT COMPENSA-

TION FUND - Anyone that was
inappropriately touched by a
Scout leader deserves justice
and financial compensation!
Victims may be eligible for a
significant cash settlement.
Time to file is limited.  Call Now!
855-221-2258                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

C L A S S I F I E D  D I R E C T O R Y

MISCELLANEOUS

HEATING & 
COOLING

204 S. Main Street,
P.O. Box 463, Ovid, MI

48866

(989) 834-6288
www.billsheatingcooling.com

Sales & Service

Licensed and Insured
Fireplaces

Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Holes - N - More - LLC
6 in. 12 in. 18 in.  24 in. 30 in. Holes

Bobcat Service of All Types

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

Ron Keck

Cell 517-896-5261

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

FERRALL’S TREE

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.

We beat all LOCAL competitors rates GUARANTEED!

SPECIALTY SALVAGE

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors. 
Serving Clinton • Gratiot • Saginaw Counties.

989-725-8062Owosso:

Buying all scrap metals: 
Autos & Junk Equipment. 

One stop for all your 
recycling & waste needs.

Miller/Bartz
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations
Ovid

834-2733
Owosso

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

Ron’s Seamless Gutters & More
• Roofing • Siding • Kitchens • Baths • Decks • Pole Barns 

• Wood Basements • Concrete/Flatwork
• Interior/Exterior Painting • Skidster Work

Ron Orweller Serving Clinton &
Shiawassee Counties

(989) 640-8258

• Full Service 
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-5031

MATT’S TOWING &
ROAD SERVICE
(989) 640-7381

Auto Repair (989) 834-5511

9055 E. M-21 • Ovid

Lloyd McMaster Jr.
213 W. Pearl St. • Ovid, MI 48866

smacbender@aol.com
(989) 413-1778 or

(989) 413-9676

McMaster Demoliton
& Handyman Services

MILLER’S SOFT WATER
For Clean, Rust-Free Water. 

Save on Soaps & Detergents
WE RENT OR SELL
TruSoft Fully Automatic Water 

Softening Service
We Service All Makes. (Salt Sales & Deliveries)

9450 E. M-21, Ovid • 989-834-5012
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C L A S S I F I E D  D I R E C T O R Y

SERVICES

HANDYMAN: Power washing
houses and decks, eavestrough
cleaning, re-coating driveways,
general painting and tree serv-
ice.  Call Jim 517-881-9977.

1537tf
-----------------------------------------

PAYING TOO MUCH FOR
PROPANE? Call Beck’s
Propane at 1-800-I-GOT-GAS
and start saving today. $50 refer
a friend.                       1520tf
-----------------------------------------

PROPANE

J & M WELL DRILLING &
Service, Inc. Emergency
Service. Perry 517-675-5956
Owosso 989-743-5626
Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC
Well Drilling, Well Repairs,
Pumps and Tanks,
Chlorinating and Testing.
www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD:
Good quality hardwood.
$50/face cord plus delivery. 
Family owned & operated since
1978. (989) 862-4453; (989)
666-0561                            1534t2

HELP WANTED

WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on
high barns. Free estimates. Ask
for John 616-527-3635.

1525tf
----------------------------------------

FARM 

LAND WANTED
WANTED: Farm land wanted to
rent for 2020 & beyond. Also
farm land to purchase on land
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert
at (517) 881-1724, or e-mail
don.cuthbert@yahoo.com.  

1450tf
-----------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Bartender.
Tues, Wed, Thur - Nights; Sat.
days. Approx. 15-20 hrs a week,
possibly more. Minimum wage.
Apply in person at American
Legion Post #248, 1240 E.
Grand River, Laingsburg. 

1538t4
-----------------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Lawn care
Worker, Part-time, residential
and commercial. Call Maximum
Pride Lawn Care, Ovid. 
517-749-1622 1539tf
-----------------------------------------

BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL:
Full service garage & house
cleanouts and estates. yard
clean-up, home and business.
Not a free service.
Call Jay 517-980-0468.

1540 EOW
--------------------------------------

Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 

The Weekly
989-834-2264

GARAGE SALE

DON’T MISS THIS YARD
SALE!: 310 W. 1st St., Ovid.
Sept. 10 thru 13; 8:30am-6pm.
New and used items; lots of
xmas, clothing & accessories;
books & CDʼs, household items,
RV accessories and More.

1541
-----------------------------------------
GARAGE SALE: 2895 Loomis
Rd., St. Johns. Sept. 10-11,
9am-5pm. Antiques, high chair,
chamber pot, walker, floor lamp,
crafts, ktichen items, clothes,
picture frames. 

1541
-----------------------------------------

CHIMNEY AND BRICK
REPAIR: Grind & tuck. New
cement caps, flues and hoods.
Liners available. MACC
Masonry. Call Tony 989-277-
7625. 1540tf
--------------------------------------

Meridian Weekly
Phone: 989-834-2264

Email: ads@meridianweekly.com

FOR SALE

THOMAS ORGAN -
Troubadour 184 Playmate 3.
Excellent condition. New speak-
ers. $400 obo. 989-224-7640
Leave Message.            1541
-----------------------------------------

Applebee Oil
& Propane
108 N. Mill St.,

Ovid

989-834-2828 or
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN
LIVESTOCK

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 2

Ovid-Elsie
Animal
Clinic

3900 N. Hollister Rd.
Ovid, MI

989-834-5333

Scharnweber
Well Drilling

517-651-2211
Family Owned Business
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding

Communities for Over 20 Years.

Pump
Technician

Furnace
Technician

HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING
Sales & Service

989-834-5554
DAVE BENO

Ovid, MI
Cell # 989-798-7052

Answering 
Service 

Available

Ovid Lions/VFW
Hall

214 S. Main St., Ovid
Available for rental.
(989) 834-2551

Self-Storage Units

9596 E. M-21, Ovid

Open Units Available
•4 Sizes Available

989-862-4102

Storage Solutions

BNM TRAILER
SALES, INC.

989-862-5252

We Do Sandblasting
7577 N. Hollister Rd. Elsie

Custom Trailers
Enclosed • Utility • Lawn 

• Construction

only $32 per week!
For More Info Call:

989-834-2264

Advertise Your
Business Here!

CONCRETE

• Concrete Flatwork
• 4’ Foundations
• Driveways & Sidewalks
• Stamped Patios
• Pole Barns

989-666-1839
Owner Doug Hall                                                Owosso, MI

REBATES and TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
HEATING & COOLING

Licensed & Insured
Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF EVICTION AND REMOVAL OF

PERSONAL PROPERTY FROM
STORAGE UNIT

Storage facility location: 9446 E. M-21
Ovid, MI 48866 Unit #C14(72)
Timeline and actions taken
Communication to Tenant: 
USPS 7014 2120 001 0269 4304
Notice of non-compliance mail out: 2020-
08-17
Notice of non-compliance received: 2020-
08-17
Settlement date to resolve non-compliance
dispute: 2020-08-31
Public notice of sale or other disposition-
FIRST NOTICE: 2020-09-06
Public notice of sale or other disposition-
SECOND NOTICE: 2020-09-13
Newspaper contracted to publish notice to
the public: The Weekly
Contents of the unit will be removed: 2020-
09-21
Description of unit contents:
Miscellaneous items with or without
personal or familial value. Some items
may or may not be in individual contain-
ers.
Owner/manager actions: All items will be
sold and/or discarded. Upon removal of
all items the unit will be restored to a
functional, safe condition, making this
unit available to other prospective ten-
ants.
This action is pursuant to self-storage facil-
ity act 570.521 1986-March-31, State of
Michigan.

Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 

989-834-2264

The
Weekly

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Office: 517.676.9800 
www.sheridanauctionservice.com

Auctioneers - Realtors - Appraisers 
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Stk 943B

3.5L, V-6
FWD-3RD ROW SEAT

‘10 FORD FLEX SE

Stk 19654A

1.5T
LEATHER - SAVE

‘17 FORD FOCUS SE

Stk 19680

4DR SEDAN
ONLY 4,000 MILES 

CERTIFIED

Stk 1051A

SUPER CREW, 4X4
3.5L V-8

NAVIGATION

‘18 FORD TAURUS SEL

Stk 19621

3.5L V-6
LEATHER - POWER MOONROOF

‘15 FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CREW

Stk 1015A

4X4, 2.7L, V6
ONE OWNER

‘09 FORD F-150 XLT CREW CAB

Stk 371A

5.4L, V8
ONE OWNER

www.sigautogroup.com

‘17 LINCOLN MKX RESERVE AWD

Stk 19659

ONE OWNER
LINCOLN CERTIFIED

BUY NOW!
$24,495

BUY NOW!
$7,895

BUY NOW!
$48,595

BUY NOW!
$17,795

BUY NOW!
$30,995

BUY NOW!
$9,495

BUY NOW!
$15,395

BUY NOW!
$17,995

PLUS TAX TITLE LIC DOC PROC FEE

SIGNATURE SAVINGS • SELECTION  • SERVICE

SIGNATURE OWOSSO
FORD  • LINCOLN

‘18 FORD F-150 PLATINUM

‘19 HONDA ACCORD SPORT

1960 E. MAIN ST., OWOSSO, MI

(989) 725-2888  ~  800-364-2868

Ga Ga Pit 
On Saturday, August 22nd, members of the Laingsburg Lions Club installed a second GaGa

Pit and Laingsburg Elementary School. Pictured here (L-R) are Terry Fraidenburg, , Mike Foster,
Club President, Cindy Arthur, Lori Leonard, Mike Danek and Ed Arthur.

Laingsburg Lions White 
Cane Sale

The Laingsburg Lions will be holding their annual White Cane Sale
on Saturday, September 12th from 9am-3pm at the Main Four corners
in downtown. They have constructed six foot white canes that will
allow for easy access and social distancing. Please stop and support
your local Lions Club.

Laingsburg Reports Second Student 
COVID-19 Case

LAINGSBURG — The weekend of August 29-30, a Laingsburg Middle School student was
diagnosed with COVID-19, and may have had “close contact” with one class of other students
before staying home for the second part of last week.

Laingsburg Community Schools officials informed district families of the positive test
August 30. The student was not identified, officials said, to protect their privacy. “We’ve been
in communication with both the Clinton County (Mid-Michigan District) Health Department
and the Shiawassee County Health Department throughout the day (Monday),” Superintendent
Matt Shastal said. “I think it is important to communicate that we have reason to believe that the
student did not contract the virus while attending school and that our strict safety protocols that
we have in place will help prevent the spread of the virus to other students or staff members.”

This is the second instance of a single positive test at Laingsburg; the first reported a week
ago was a high school student. Corunna, Durand and Perry all also have reported positive tests
among either students or staff. According to an email sent to families in the Laingsburg district
Sunday, “(The district) recently became aware of a student in our middle school that tested pos-
itive for COVID-19. We found out late Saturday evening, Aug. 29, that the test came back pos-
itive.

“This student was not in school on Thursday, Aug. 27, or Friday, Aug. 28. With that said,
some students may have been in “close contact” with this student during one class period on
Wednesday, Aug. 26, in which case we will be in contact with those families within 15 minutes
of this email,” the notifiction said.

Shastal’s email said the district is responsible for informing all staff and students who are
considered “close contacts” by the CDC guidelines. “However, we feel that it is important to
notify all families in our district in an abundance of caution,” the email said.

A close contact typically is someone being within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15
minutes.

Shastal said the latest infected student does not ride district-provided transportation.

Photo by Dane Nichols


