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Ovid-Elsie Board of Action Decides the
Tentative 2020-2021 School Year Opening

by Dawn D. Levey
ELSIE – The Ovid-Elsie Area Schools Board of Education held a special meeting Monday,

August 10, 2020 to approve “Return to Learn Plan” for the fall of 2020, noting that the guide-
lines and parameters are ever changing.

Officials were presented and reviewed the Ovid-Elsie “Return to Learn” plan.  The plan
reflected two plans, Plan I face-to-face hybrid model and Plan II totally online education pro-
gram, Marauder Virtual Program.  The new online programing will be very robust and far more
vigorous than the emergency learning plan put into action the spring of 2020.  It was noted that
administration and staff were active in the development of the plans presented and with the end
goal to meet the needs of the parents and students of the district

Prior to development of the plan a number of surveys were sent to parents.  The Clinton
County survey reflected 60% wanted to return to the classroom and 40% a different option.  A
second survey was developed and sent out by O-E with 822 or 60% students who would attend
face-to-face and 33% or 459 students preferring online and 7% undecided, 130 families.  A town
hall meeting was held August 3, with 195 people participating, it was a very productive meet-
ing.  It was noted that the plans must be submitted to the Clinton county RESA by August 14,
2020.  

The face-to-face plan developed is a hybrid plan with students attending  Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday with  Wednesday online and buildings deep-cleaned, this will run until
September 30, the date the seat-time waiver expires.  This will also give the administration an
opportunity to evaluate the plan and what is happening at the State level.  The priority is the
health and safety of students and staff, ppe will be provided.    The plan also reflects the imple-
mentation of social distancing and the wearing of masks 3-12 and staff.  In addition, each stu-
dent will be provided an electronic device for instruction.  

Plan II is totally online instruction; there will consistent contact with educators, attendance
and participation mandatory, and assignments will be graded.

At any point if a students would like to change plans steps are in place to make that change.
Dr. Cunningham, superintendent, noted that if the State of Michigan goes back to Phase 3 all

content will be online and our staff will be prepared.
First action on the agenda was approval of the amended calendars for the district that includ-

ed Ovid-Elsie High and Middle schools, E.E. Knight and Leonard elementary schools.  In addi-
tion approval of the Ovid-Elsie Alternative High School calendar.  All calendars reflecting a
September 8, 2020 start date.    The request was approved.  

Action was taken to approve the Return to Learn Plans as presented by Dr. Ryan
Cunningham, approved unanimously.  

Next, a number of employee resignations were received, the following teachers opted to
retire or take positions in other districts:  Ms. Bonnie Ott business educator retired, Ms. Kaitlyn
Malachowski, special education, and Ms. Ashley Frechen middle school language arts.  All were
individually accepted with regrets.   

Board members once again approved the offering of a Voluntary Severance Package to
teachers, three teachers must participate,  the package is graduated with the most a teacher could
receive is $30,000 ($10,000 each year for 3 years) requests due by August 26, 3:30 pm.   The
timely date will allow for the posting of vacant positions. 

In addition, monthly action was taken to approve the consent agenda that included the meet-
ing agenda, minutes of the previous meeting and payment of expenditures.

There was an opportunity for public comment, the comments were read to officials by
Randy Barton, assistant superintendent.  Questions were asked with a focus on health and safe-
ty of students and staff.  Also, the taking of temperatures was asked repeatedly.  Mr. Josh Miller,
board president, noted that the prepared plan addresses many of the concerns presented.  

Laingsburg Graduation 
On Friday, August 7, 2020, the Laingsburg Class of 2020 held its Graduation Ceremony. Due

to COVID-19, the ceremony was held outside and spread out over a three hour time period
between 7 and 9 pm. Students were assigned a time to receive their diplomas and have family
present to witness the accomplishment of their loved one. Now that all three school districts in
the Meridian Weekly coverage area have completed graduation ceremonies, the graduates will
head to college, a trade school or to a job to start their next step in life. As for the Class of 2021
and the rest of students in the districts, a non-traditional way of receiving an education is before
them. Weather it be in-person, online or home-schooled, our future students will come thru this
unprecedented time successfully. The parents, administrators, educators and others who love our
children will see to it that we come out the other side of this Pandemic together and strong.

In the August 9, 2020 paper there
was an error in the reporting of the
Primary Election Results. On Page 2,
it was reported that Tony Spagnuolo
would be the new Prosecuting
Attorney in Clinton County.
Republican Spagnuolo defeated his
opponent, Sarah Huyser, 6279-4621 in
the Primary Election on August 4,
2020. He will face Democrat, Brian
Ameche who received 6,911 votes in
the Primary. We apologize for the error
in reporting.

Brian Ameche Tony Spagnuolo

Laingsburg Schools will Return with Half-Day
and Online Formats 

LAINGSBURG -- The Laingsburg Community Schools will return with a half-day class-
room format as well as a fully online model of instruction this fall, offerings Superintendent Matt
Shastal believes will ensure the safety of students while also providing them with robust learn-
ing opportunities. 

Both instructional formats were unanimously approved by the district’s board of education
during a special meeting Thursday. District families are now in the process of selecting a learn-
ing format for their children prior to the first day of school Aug. 20. Families are asked to com-
mit to a plan through at least Sept. 30.

Laingsburg settled on its face-to-face and virtual offerings after surveying district families in
mid-July, according to Shastal. At the time, approximately 62 percent of Laingsburg families
expressed a desire for a face-to-face learning option while 38 percent preferred moving instruc-
tion entirely online, he said.

The models of instruction the district is ultimately allowed to implement at the beginning of
the school year will depend upon what phase Shiawassee County is in with regard to Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s MI Safe Start Plan.

continued on page 8
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Beauty and
Barbershop

Directory
If you would like to place your

ad in our directory, please
call us today at:  
(989) 834-2264

Country Styles
Hair Studio

Hair Care!

Handicap Accessible

989-862-5848
109 S. Ovid St. Elsie

Open 5 days M. & W. 9-8; 
Th. 9-5; Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-1; 

Closed Tues. & Sun.

Owner/Stylist Meri Smith
Manicurist/Stylist Erica Nichols

Appointments Suggested

Whirlpool Pedicure Spa
Tanning Facilities • Tanning Lotions • Gift Certificates Available.

Call for an appt. 
Mon.-Sat. 834-2587

Matrix, Paul Mitchell, Malibu, Redken, Biolage 

Stylists:  Patty Coleson, Colleen Pennell, 
Grace Ruckle, Loni Plowman

Full line of Hair & Nail Care Products

Corner Carousel
133 S. Main St. Ovid

COMPOSITE
PALLETS

FOR SALE 
Available at 
The Weekly 

(989) 834-2264
Roughly 
48” x 48”

Great 
for 

Storage
$10 

Each

and

TAX

B
B

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
Income Tax Service • Electronic Filing

Offering Investments, Insurance
& Complete Range of Retirement Plans

Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm
Other hours by appointment

Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, MI 48866

DANIEL BUKOVCIK
101 N. MAIN ST., OVID
Phone (989)834-2270

Fax (989)834-2279

Canopies: 10x20 - $65; 20x20 $85; 
20x30 - $95; 20x40 - $110

R & M Rental

RENTAL AGENT, ROGER DERSHEM
3701 N. DEWITT ROAD

(989) 224-4072  -  (989) 640-1313

Tables 32’x8’ - $5, Round Tables - $9, Plastic Chairs 60¢,
Outdoor Sign $10, Ice Trays $10, 
Drink Coolers $10, Roasters $10. 

Longs Celebrating 70 Years 
Gaylord and Shirley (Seelhoff) Long of Elsie will celebrate

their 70th wedding anniversary on August 19th, 2020.  They
were married at the Salem Lutheran Church in Owosso on
August 19th, 1950.  

Gaylord spent a lifetime as a dedicated dairy farmer and
Shirley as a devoted homemaker for the family.  The couple
spent their winter months in their retirement years in
Zephyrhills, Florida.  

The couple have four children, David (Sally), Dennis
(Carloyn), Doug and Debra.  They have 6 grandchildren, Mike
(Val), Amy (Brad), Christi, Brad (Kerri), Travis (Sandy) and
Heidi (Randy).  They also have 12 great grandchildren, Cayleb,
Dylan, Braxton, Nickolas, Ellyanna, Hunter, Owen, Oliver,
Emmylou, Griffin, Mitchell and Grace.  There will be a family
get together at the couple's home to celebrate.   

Online Drawing Class through
the Shiawassee Arts Center 
submitted by Linda Ruehle
The Shiawassee Arts Center will offer another virtual draw-

ing class and the theme will be Landscape & Wildlife Drawing.
Philip Ruehle, MFA, Artist/Instructor August 26 - September
23 ( video sent to you on 5 Wednesdays). 

Learn to draw the landscape and various forms of wildlife
at your convenience through this online five-week course. Each
week a tutorial video and other learning materials will be sent
directly to you. Students can work on their drawings at the time
of their choosing and correspond with the instructor via email
or text to receive assistance with it.

Call the Arts Center at (989) 723-8354 for more informa-
tion or to register. A short supply list follows.

Materials: Drawing Pad  approx. (11′′x14′′), Graphite
Pencils: 4H, 2H, HB, 2B, 3B, Kneaded Eraser, Pink Pearl
Eraser or Plastic Eraser.

Drive-thru Food Distribution
Announced 

OWOSSO -- The Greater Lansing Food Bank is distribut-
ing fresh and non-perishable food items at a drive-thru mobile
food pantry from 9 to 11 a.m. Aug. 22 at the Shiawassee Family
YMCA in Owosso.

Shiawassee County residents should stay in their cars to
register and bring proof of residency. Food will be placed in
vehicle trunks or hatchbacks.

Registration begins at 8 a.m. at the YMCA, 515 W. Main St.
For more information, call the Greater Lansing Food Bank

at (517) 908-3680.

DuPlain Township Voters
Approve Millage Requests 

by Dawn D. Levey
DUPLAIN - The regular meeting of DuPlain Township was

held Wednesday, August 12, 2020, 7:30 pm.  Once again to
adhere to the Executive Order and to ensure that the ten-person
limit for inside in person public gatherings was met, a confer-
ence call venue was utilized.  Officials thanked voters for sup-
porting the Emergency Services and Road millage requests.

The three ballot proposals that were on the August 4, 2020
primary ballot were passed by DuPlain Township voters.  The
renewal of the Emergency Services millage passed with 404
yes votes and 95 no.  The new request for Road Millage also
passed, 323 yes, and 177 no.  And finally, the Clinton County
Transit passed in DuPlain Township as well, 324 yes and 156
no votes.

The August 4, 2020 primary voter participation results are
as follows:  a total of 518 ballots were cast.  It was reported that
375 vote-by-mail were issue with 292 were returned, reflecting
77.87% participation.  In addition, there were 226 walk-in vot-
ers totaling 518 total ballots cast or 29.3% out of 1767 voters
participating in the process.

On a related issue official took action to move the DuPlain
township polling site for the November 3, 2020 general elec-
tion if needed.  Richard Bates, township clerk, requested that
the polling site be moved from DuPlain Township Hall to the
Elsie American Legion located at N. Ovid Street, Elsie,
Michigan.  The move will be implemented if the State remains
in the current phase due to COVID.  If moved all voters will be
notified.

Bruce Levey, supervisor, shared two road complaints with
officials.  First, French Road off Shepardsville Road a few driv-
ers are using it like a race track.  Levey reported that the County
Road Commission has been notified and signs will be installed
indicating that children are in the area and signs and the area
may be patrolled more regularly.  The second, the shoulder on
Island or the lack of a shoulder.   Since the road was widened
there is no shoulder and there have been three serious accidents.
The Clinton County Road Commission has been notified and
there will be changes made after the crops are harvested.

Monthly action was taken to approve the meeting agenda,
the minutes of the July 8, 2020 meeting, and financial reports.
Richard Bates, clerk, requested that the expenditures be amend-
ed for the July 2020 meeting because of bills received after the
meeting.  There was an increase of $8,102.97 with a final total
of $29,937.92.  The August expenditures were approved total-
ing $38,332.51.  
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WE BUY CARS!
SHIAWASSEE

COUNTYʼS

“We want
to buy 
your 

vehicle
today!”

AUTOMOTIVE
BUYER

#1

WE BUY CARS!
WE PAY MORE AND PAY YOU ON THE SPOT TODAY FOR ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS, ANY CONDITION!
PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL, POLITE AND WE PAY THE MOST FOR YOUR CAR

FAST SAFECONVENIENT
• 30 MINUTES 
OR LESS

• NO HASSLE

• WE HANDLE 
LOAN PAYOFF

• GET PAID NOW!

• NO WASTING TIME    
WITH TIRE KICKERS

• WE TAKE CARE OF   
THE TITLE 
TRANSFER

• NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY

• LOCAL

• PROFESSIONAL

• NO PRESSURE 
ENVIRONMENT

• NO STRANGERS 
AT YOUR HOME

• NO BUYERS REMORSE
• REPUTABLE

PAID ON THE SPOT!
WALK-INS WELCOME • OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

1108 EAST MAIN STREET • OWOSSO, MI 48867

989-725-2184 Tony Young

OPEN REGISTRATION & SHOE FITTINGS
August 17th & 18th from 6:30-8pm

at Spirit Expressions Dance Family 
256 E. Grand River, Laingsburg

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Lyrical • Contemporary 

• Acrobatics • LEAPS with Spirit 

• Baby Stars For PreSchool Age Students • Bigs

& Littles For Ages 5-10 With An Adult  • Musical

Theater • Senior Citizen Stretch-N-Tone 

Any questions? E-mail Miss Jen:
jen@spiritexpressions.biz

Please see our website for more information: 
www.spiritexpressions.biz

Classes Begin Friday, September 14th and are likely to
begin on Zoom, moving to in person classes as soon as

we are cleared to do so.

Please wait outside, socially distanced, until
someone greets you. Shoe fitting on the 

East side. Registration on the West. 
Masks are required inside at this time.

Elsie Village Council Holds Virtual Meeting 
by Dawn D. Levey 
ELSIE – In compliance with the recent executive order limiting attendance at public meet-

ings to ten the Elsie Village held its regular meeting, Tuesday, August 11, 2020, utilizing a tele-
conference format.  During the meeting officials addressed a wide variety of topics.

A proposal to update village ordinances was presented to officials.  The cost quoted by
Municode to review and update all Village ordinances is $8,950 to be paid over two budget
years, plus $375 to make ordinances gender neutral, and $450 per year to maintain the ordi-
nances online.  The entire process will take approximately two to three months. 

A zoning appeal request was received regarding the variance issued to 321 W Second Street.
The appeal was submitted by Dave Witter an adjoining property owner.  The process includes a
public hearing prior to the next regular council meeting.  No action will be taken at the public
hearing; action will be taken during the regular meeting.  It was noted that letters will be sent to
all adjoining property owners prior to the public hearing.  The public hearing is slated for 6:30
pm, September 8, 2020.

Officials accepted the resignation of Officer Travis Ross from the Elsie Police Department.
The resignation was accepted with regrets.

Shane Grinnell, village manager, reported that the auditors will be in Monday, 17.  In addi-
tion, the Department of Public Works found and repaired a chronic water main leak at the cor-
ner of Church and Pine Street.

The grant for the Village of Elsie Police Department was approved.  The 2021 SUV will cost
$57,053, 73% covered by the USDA grant with the Village responsible for approximately
$15,073.  The vehicle should be in service by the end of November.

Grinnell is seeking prices for a digital information sign from Agnew Graphics, Owosso.  It
was indicated that Ovid-Elsie Area Schools and the Elsie Lions Club may be interested in con-
tributing towards this project. The site will be determined at a later date.

Next Grinnell reported that the stop signs have been installed and have been received with
mixed reviews.  There are residents that are happy with the four-way stops and there are those
that are very angry.  

The Elsie Lions Club was granted permission to utilize the Village parking lot September 17
and 18 for their food trailer during the Warrior Appreciation event.  The annual event is spon-
sored by the Elsie American Legion.  

Once again officials discussed the proposed ordinance addressing rentals within the Village
of Elsie.  It was noted that Village counsel had a number of recommendations.  The first of two
public hearings will be held immediately following the September 8, 2020 regular meeting and
the second prior to the October meeting.  

Monthly action was taken to approve the agenda with multiple additions, the minutes of the
July 10 and 27, 2020 meeting, financial and department reports.  In addition, officials approved
expenditures totaling $63,909.38.  

Rep. Frederick Issues
Statement After Governor

Vetoes Legislation
submitted by Christina Guenthner
State Rep. Ben Frederick  issued the following statement

after the Governor’s veto of legislation providing protection
from excessive lawsuits for healthcare and frontline workers
battling the pandemic.

“I am deeply disappointed in the governor’s decision to
veto a measure that would have provided critical legal protec-
tions for health care workers on the front lines of the COVID-
19 pandemic in Michigan.

“Doctors and other health care professionals have been
forced to make incredibly difficult decisions while caring for
patients under strained circumstances due to the coronavirus.
The plan vetoed by the governor this week would have protect-
ed them from unwarranted COVID-19 lawsuits, ensuring they
can focus their time and energy on providing the best care pos-
sible to patients. 

“The measure also protected patients by ensuring that med-
ical personnel would continue to be held liable in cases of will-
ful misconduct, gross negligence or intentional infliction of
harm.

“This legislation closely reflected the medical liability pro-
tections the governor previously included in her executive
orders, which she rescinded on July 13, while also extending
those protections to the beginning of this unfolding situation
and throughout the pandemic. 

“This veto is completely unwarranted as we look to show
support for our frontline heroes.” 

Concealed Pistol License Class
submitted by Norm Martin
The Shiawassee Conservation Association, 4247 N. M-52, Owosso, is hosting concealed

pistol license classes on Saturday, Saturday, August 29. Class hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
All firearms, ammunition and classroom materials furnished. 
N.R.A. Certified Instructors.
Class fee is $100.00 (15% to support SCA). 
Pre-register by calling Norman Martin at 989-834-5628 (home) or 989-277-1002 (cell).

“I’ve missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I’ve lost
almost 300 games. 26 times I’ve been trusted to take the
game winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over and over
and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.”

– Michael Jordan
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LAINGSBURG
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
210 CRUM ST.

517-651-5531
Children's Sunday school: 9am

Adult Sunday school: 9am 
and 11:45am

Worship: 10am
Pastor Brian West

laingsburgumc@gmail.com

Middlebury United
Methodist Church

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573

Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.

Rev. Melanie Young

ELSIE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: JD Paik St. Cyril Catholic

Church

Mass: Sun 10:30am, 
Wed. 9:00am,

Word & Communion 
Every 3rd Friday at 9am

Confession: 
Sun 11:30am

We Welcome You to Come...

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

163 W. Main St., Elsie

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Roger Numerich

Bannister

131 West Front Street 
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958

www.unitedchurchofovid.org 
or on Facebook

Rev. Melanie Young

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing
11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-Noon Mon - Fri

United Church of Ovid

Duplain
Church of Christ

5565 E. Colony Rd.
(3 mi. W. of O-E H.S.)

Sunday School
10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Senior Minister: Chuck Emmert

Associate Minister:Andrew Goodrich 
www.duplainchurch.org

Bannister United
Methodist Church

103 Hanvey Street
Pastor: Zella Daniel

Sunday Worship 11:00am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE CHURCH

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns
Pastor: John Jakus

Sunday School: 9:00am 
Worship Service 10:00am

517-651-6210

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Grove Bible Church
Loving God & Loving People

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:45 am in the

Activity Center.
6 pm

Youth Group 6 pm
Wednesday 

AWANA  6:30 pm
Prayer Meeting 7 pm

517-651-5729
www.grovebiblechurch.org
6990 E Price Rd, St. Johns

Eureka Christian
Church

2619 E. Maple Rapids Rd., Eureka
Sundays:

10:00 a.m. Worship Service and
Children's Church

6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
(Sept. - May)

Pastor Keith Whipple: 
989-763-9675 (cell)

Office: 989-224-7709

Advertise In Our 
Church Directory!  
Call (989) 834-2264

Joseph Charles “Joe” Malek 
Joseph Charles "Joe" Malek, age 80, of Ashley,

MI, passed away Wednesday, August 12, 2020, at his
home. 

Joseph was born in their family home in
Washington Township, MI on March 19, 1940, the son
of Charles and Anna (Havelka) Malek. Joe graduated
from Ashley Schools in 1958. Joe married his high
school sweetheart Ruth Kimmel on November 22,
1958. Together, side by side, they farmed for 48 years
when Joe retired due to his health. 

Joe farmed all his life in Gratiot County only mov-
ing 3 miles from the family farm to set up his own
homestead. Joe and Ruth took great pride in their
home and farm on M-57 near Ashley. Joe worked at
GM for 31 years retiring in 1989. 

Joe and Ruth enjoyed traveling and spending time
with family and friends. They enjoyed the farm tours
that were offered to farmers, and went to Hawaii and
various states to see production on farms. 

Joe was an avid toy tractor collector. He loved
hosting groups into his home to view his collection. He
spent many Saturdays attending toy shows with Ruth and his grandson Ben and in later years his
great grandson Deacon. He enjoyed this hobby with his neighbors Larry Whitford and Jose
Whitford. He took a lot of pride in the collection of larger riding toys given to each of his grand-
children and great grandchildren. 

Joe took pride in starting the Ashley Sportsman’s Club in 1967 with 13 other members. He
held many offices, but the Treasurer's position was his for 20 years. Joe enjoyed skeet shooting
and playing cards with the guys at the club. He was an important facilitator when the club held
Bingo every week. He retired as Treasurer in 2018. He is a lifetime member of the Ashley
Sportsman’s Club. 

Joe worked at the Gratiot County Commission on Aging helping with the Home
Chore/Repair Program. He enjoyed helping seniors to repair their homes. He and Ruth would do
window washing for a few special friends. Joe & Ruth along with his sister Sally and husband
John delivered Christmas Baskets to seniors for many years provided by the Commission on
Again. 

Joe and Ruth have been very involved with the ZCBJ Lodge #225 as was Joe's family from
the time of his parents and grandmother's involvement with volunteering for various activities.
Joe has held many offices with the Lodge and retired as Treasurer in 2018. He is a lifetime mem-
ber of the Lodge #225. Joe and Ruth have worked at the Ashley Country Christmas since its
beginning in 2012, selling cookbooks and working at the Czech Bakery for the Polar Express
Train. He enjoyed volunteering and cooking for the large dinners that the Lodge held in August
and October, and with the Chicken BBQ at the Ashley Fire Department every summer. 

Joe and Ruth toured many countries in Europe when their son Monte was stationed in
Germany in the Air Force. Many fun filled trips were taken with Joe's brother Bob and Kendy
Malek, and sister Sally and John Stoll around Michigan. Joe and Ruth also enjoyed traveling
with Ruth's sister Waneta and Alton Bigelow to Alaska. Many casino bus trips were taken to the
UP and various casinos around Michigan with Joe's sister Sally and the ZCBJ Lodge members.

Hunting was a major part of his life until 2018. Many trips up north to hunt with his dad and
brothers provided meat for many families. Many deer were harvested from his own farm. His
nephew JC Stoll was his hunting companion for the last 10 years. 

Joe and Ruth attended as many sporting, church, and family events as possible. Their grand-
children and great grandchildren were such blessings to them. 

Joe was very proud of and loved his wife Ruth of 61 years, and his children: Tamey (Dave)
Skinner, and Monte (Tara) Malek. They were blessed with 8 grandchildren: Benjamin (Lindsay)
Skinner, Amber (Troy) Bovee, Jared (Abby) Malek, Amanda, Dylan, Lucas, Mengsi, and Luci
Malek, and special cat Babe. They especially enjoyed their 5 great grandchildren: Easton and
Ebby Bovee, and Deacon, Bentlee, and Sawyer Skinner.  Other family surviving are; sister Sally
(John) Stoll, brother Bob (Kendy) Malek, sisters in law: Waneta (Alton) Bigelow, Sharilyn (Jim)
Chilcoat, Judy Kimmel, Rosemary Bancroft, Sandra Kimmel, and Judy Cramer. He is also sur-
vived by many nieces and nephews.  Joe was preceded in death by his grandparents, parents
Charles & Anna Malek, in laws Clinton & Hazel Kimmel, brothers Jerry and Charles, and sister
Mary Ann, brothers in law: Duane, Lester, Ivan and James Kimmel, and Russell Nieman.

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes Ithaca, MI, on Friday, August
14, 2020 at 10:00 A.M., with Mr. Thomas Bradley officiating.  Burial hasl taken place at Collier
Cemetery, Ashley, MI.  

Memorials may be made to the ZCBJ Lodge #225 Bannister or Gratiot County Commission
on Aging. Online condolences can be made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family
is being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Ithaca, MI.

Richard Lewis “Dick” Loynes 
Richard Lewis "Dick" Loynes, age 71, of Elsie, MI,

passed away Friday, August 7, 2020, at Hospice House
of Mid Michigan, Lansing, MI. 

Richard was born on June 3, 1949, the son of Billy
Loynes and Bertha (Bearup) Acre-Whitaker. He graduat-
ed from Ovid Elsie High School with the class of 1967.
Dick married Rosemary Ann Barrett on June 15, 1968, at
Duplain Church of Christ.  Rosemary passed away on
July 1, 2000. 

Dick retired from Lear Corporation in Elsie after
many years of service. He enjoyed hunting and fishing.
He enjoyed watching all sports especially the ones his
grandkids played in. If you ever wanted to find him, he
could be found at a field or court supporting his grand-
children. He was an avid Michigan State fan and was
proud that his granddaughter was an MSU cheerleader.
Most of all Dick loved spending time with his family.  

He is survived by his sons: James and Sherry Loynes
of Rainbow Lake; Mike and Heidi Loynes of St. Johns;
grandchildren: Austin, Courtney, Jakob, Shayne, and
Isabella Loynes; sister Martha Kadolph of Drummond Island; and several step siblings. He is
also survived by many brothers and sisters-in-law.  He was preceded in death by his parents, wife
Rosemary, and brother Kelly Loynes.

Funeral Services were held at Smith Family Funeral Homes Elsie, MI on Monday, August
10, 2020.  Burial has taken place at Riverside Cemetery, Elsie, MI. 

Memorials may be made to Ovid Elsie Sports Boosters. Online condolences can be sent to
www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral
Homes, Elsie, MI.

Memorialize your loved one
in The Weekly

phone: 989-834-2264  • fax: 989-834-2066 
ads@meridianweekly.com 
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THANK-YOU VOTERS...
The Greenbush Township Board would like to

thank our residents for the passing of the road

milage at the August Primary. We feel your 

confidence in your Board and how we antici-

pate to keep the roads up to a good standard

will benefit us all! We also are looking forward

to 

another 4 years of serving our township with 

responsibility and trust to our residents. 

Supervisor Lee Thelen; Clerk Ramona Smith;  

Treasurer Denise Roof; 

Trustee's Larry Kindel and Kyle Graham.   

Gary M. Rehm 
Gary M. Rehm, 65, of

Ashley, MI, passed away
Sunday, August 9, 2020, at
Butterworth Hospital, Grand
Rapids, MI.

Gary was born in St.
Johns, MI on September 21,
1954, the son of Jerold and
Alberta (Cook) Rehm. He
graduated from Fulton High
School with class of 1973.
Gary proudly served his coun-
try in the United States Army.
On May 3, 1999, Gary married
Sheryl Dringenberg Kostal in
Ithaca, MI. They recently cel-
ebrated 21 years of marriage.  Gary enjoyed working on and
maintaining vehicles for himself and others. He always took
great pride in a job well done.  

Gary is survived by his wife Sheryl; his mother Alberta
Diehl of Lansing; sister Nelda Rehm of Lansing; step-son Jason
(Nikki) Kostal and their children Jena and Tatem of Bannister;
and several nieces and nephews.  Gary was preceded in death
by his father, brothers: Duane and David Rehm, and step-son
Jimmie Lee Kostal.

Cremation has taken place and no services will be held at
this time. 

Memorials may be made to the wishes of the family. To
leave an online condolence, please visit Gary's obituary at
www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is being
served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, Ithaca, MI.

Keck-Coleman Funeral Home Inc.
“Familiar faces and trusted friends”
1500 Waterford Parkway, 

St. Johns

989-224-4422

Pre-Arrangements have you wondering?
www.keck-colemanfuneralhome.comCurtis Keck Joe Coleman

Please call us for answers.

Keep Calling, Mom
“To the unknown god” (Acts 17:23)
“I just don’t know”, her voice soft, shaky, and perhaps a lit-

tle exasperated. In that moment my respect for her only grew.
“I just don’t know”, she repeated. A conversation with Mom
about God is difficult when she believes nothing is known or
can be known about eternal realities, especially about the per-
son of God. This is an agnostic position, that has a measure of
humility - and I appreciate that. She didn’t know and she was-
n't going to pretend she did, although in her most honest
moments, she wished she had this question nailed down. 

It’s the same spot the Athenians found themselves in near-
ly 2000 years ago. The Apostle Paul is giving a TED talk in the
midst of a crowd with an appetite to wrestle with deep ques-
tions, the nature of God certainly included. There were lots of
novel ideas and options to choose from in the culture. The tra-
ditionalism of the Jews, the moral earnestness of the Stoics, and
the pleasure seeking of the Epicureans were all on the table. As
Paul walked through a city full of people wanting clarity on the
question of God, he came across an altar with some refreshing
honesty. The inscription on the altar read, “To the unknown
god”. 

“I just don’t know” is the backdrop of an inscription that
has an interest in the supernatural. Perhaps they are ‘spiritual’
or traditionally ‘religious’ in some way, but there is an unset-
tledness in their mind and heart that pens an inscription to an
unknown god. “I just don’t know.” The Apostle Paul is pro-
voked by a deep concern for these fellow humans to speak into
their lives an answer... you can know.

This is the great promise and good news of the Gospel of
Jesus. God has revealed Himself in the creation of Heaven and
Earth. Even now he sustains all things, despite many having a
lack of knowledge or belief in Him. What was once unknown
about His character is changed into heavenly realities: good
standing, forgiveness, joy, and certainty, all activated through
faith in Jesus. 

Quoting the Bruce Springsteen and Katy Perry of their
time, Paul points to the poets and artists of their culture to show
them that their personal stories and lives are wrapped up in a
much bigger story at play. We have Bruce telling us “every-
body’s got a hungry heart” and Katy is teaching on the human
condition “You’re gonna hear me roar”. They point to larger
realities, that we are people feeling our way toward God, to find
Him and know Him. We were made by Him, for Him, to be
with Him.

“I just don’t know.” She still calls, she still wonders, she’s
still unconvinced. However, I see her wandering toward Him
and “he is actually not far from each one of us.” (Acts 17:27)

Keep calling, Mom.  

Religious 
Thoughts
by Matt Nagel, Associate Pastor

Graham Community Church

Misinformation 
Letter to the Editor:
I am incredibly disappointed by the misinformation at the

end of Crystal Mitchell’s column, A Little Common Sense.
Saying that a mask won’t stop a a virus that is clearly carried
by respiratory droplets is dangerous to the health of our com-
munity. If people want to be ignorant on their own time fine,
but any publication with integrity should not print such non-
sense. This anti-mask crap is why we as a country are not able
to control the coronavirus like other countries do and why we
cannot get back to living our lives. The Weekly should print a
condemnation of the column and print an article on the benefits
of wearing a mask.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Antes
Ovid

Editorial...cont’d on page 9

Your Hometown Paper 
Since 1992

The Weekly
phone: 989-834-2264  fax: 989-834-2066 

ads@meridianweekly.com 

Ovid Public Library 
In light of the recent library

closings because of the COVID
19 virus, Ovid Public Library
will still be offering curbside
service only.  The staff have
been ordering new books and
these titles are now ready for
sharing.  If you would like your
name added to the list of any or
all of these titles, please call the
Ovid Public Library at 989-834-5800 and leave a message or
call Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00 – 5:00 to speak to a staff
member.  Feel free to clip this article for future reference.

The Book of Longings, by Sue Monk Kidd
Too Much and Never Enough, by Mary Trump (yes, they

printed over 1,000,000 copies of this title)
If It Bleeds, by Stephen King
The Lions of Fifth Avenue, by Fiona Davis (these are the

New York Public Library lions)
Outsider, by Linda Castillo
Deadlock, by Catherine Coulter
Half Moon Bay, by Jonathan Kellerman
Daddy’s Girl, by 
Danielle Steel
The Summer House, 
by James Patterson
Deadly Touch, by 
Heather Graham

THANK YOU

I look forward to
THIS CHARGE IN 
NOVEMBER 2020.
PATRICIA HIBBARD

FOR YOUR VOTES

FOR ME AS
OVID TOWNSHIP

TRUSTEE!
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Home Improvement

Farm Lumber Sawn To Order
BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER

Bark & Chips Available

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evenings: 989-875-4565

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evenings: 989-875-4565 www.sunbeltrentals.com

(517) 487-3055 Office
Josh Cole - Manager

From Air Tools to Heavy
Equipment. We’ve Got the
Gear to Get the Job Done!

14485 N. US 27
Dewitt, MI 48820pcm315@sunbeltrentals.com

R  E  N  T  A  L  S

CONCRETE

• Concrete Flatwork
• 4’ Foundations
• Driveways & Sidewalks
• Stamped Patios
• Pole Barns

989-666-1839
Owner Doug Hall                                              Owosso, MI

Get Ahead of Chimney Repair
this Season 

Woodburning fire-
places or fuel stoves
can add warmth and
ambiance to a home.
These appliances are
particularly coveted in
the cooler months when
people spend more time
indoors. Maintenance
is necessary in order for
fireplaces and stoves to
function safely, and that
upkeep must include
paying close attention
to the functionality of
the chimney.

Chimneys are
designed to last for
decades. Cracks and
spalling in brick chim-
neys are common con-
cerns that can cause
significant damage if left unchecked. 

Chimney maintenance involves more than cleaning the
flue. Rather than running the risk of costly repairs, which can
cost several thousand dollars, homeowners can take some sim-
ple steps to keep their chimneys in tip-top shape. Certain com-
ponents of chimney maintenance are do-it-yourself tasks, while
others may be better left to the professionals.

• Start from the inside and ensure that dampers are working
properly. When using fireplaces and other appliances, dampers
need to be open to allow smoke to vent outside; otherwise,
smoke will be trapped in the home and could lead to carbon
monoxide buildup. Dampers need to be fixed or replaced if they
are not operational. Replacement fireplace dampers should be
snug and not have any gaps, states Vertical Chimney Care.

• Conduct a visual inspection of the chimney to check for
any cracks or spalling. Spalling is the wearing away of mason-
ry due to water, weather and time. If enough of the material
erodes, that erosion can adversely affect the structural integrity
of the chimney. Some repairs can be made by patching up
cracks or replacing missing bricks. Chimney tuckpointing is the
process of repairing mortar. 

• Think about waterproofing the chimney to prevent dam-
age. A water sealant applied to the outside of the chimney can
prevent moisture from breaking down the masonry. 

• Inspect and replace the chimney cap if it is worn out. A
chimney cap is a contraption that sits atop the chimney to allow
the smoke to vent while also preventing critters and water from
going inside the flue, helping to extend the flue life. The chim-
ney cap attaches to the flue liner, so outside dimensions should
be taken to ensure the cap is the right size for the chimney.

• Have the chimney swept. Sweeping helps remove the soot
and debris that clings to the inside of the flue, known as cre-
osote. The amount of time the fireplace is used will determine
how often the chimney must be cleaned. Generally speaking,
the chimney liner needs to be cleaned if it has 1⁄8-inch or more
of soot.

Regular inspection and maintenance can help keep a chim-
ney working safely for decades. For those who do not like
working at such an elevation, leave exterior chimney repair to
a certified professional. 

Signs Your Gutters are in
Need of Repair 

Fall is a great time to
tackle projects around the
house. The weather each fall
allows homeowners to make
improvements to their
homes’ exteriors without
worrying about extreme heat
or cold, while interior proj-
ects like painting are made
easier because homeowners
can open the windows to
allow for proper ventilation.

Fall also marks a great
time to prepare for upcom-
ing projects that can make
winter work that much easi-
er. For example, fall is a
great time to take stock of
your gutters so you can
address any issues before
leaves begin to fall or the first snowstorm touches down.
Compromised gutters can contribute to water issues in base-
ments and adversely affect a home’s foundation if not
addressed immediately, so it behooves homeowners to learn the
signs that gutters are in need of repair or replacement.

• Gutters hanging off the home: Gutters were once installed
predominantly with spikes. However, many industry profes-
sionals now install gutters with hanger brackets. Why the
change? Spikes loosen over time, leading to the gutters hanging
off the home. That can contribute to serious issues if left
untreated. Gutters hanging off the home need not necessarily be
replaced, but rather secured to the home, ideally with hanger
brackets instead of spikes. Brackets hook into the front of the
gutter and are then screwed into the fascia of a home. A profes-
sional who specializes in gutter repair can perform this task rel-
atively quickly, and it’s an inexpensive yet highly effective
solution.

• Gutter separation: Gutters that are no longer fastened
together can leak and contribute to issues that affect the home’s
foundation, siding and appearance. Clogs and the accumulation
of debris can cause gutters to separate because they are not
designed to hold too much weight. Replacement of separated
gutters may or may not be necessary depending on how big the
problem is and the condition of the existing gutters. If replace-
ment is not necessary, separated gutters may be remedied by
securing the joints, another relatively simple and inexpensive
fix.

• Peeling exterior paint: Paint that appears to be peeling off
of your home may indicate that water is seeping over the edge
of the gutter closest to your home. When that happens, water is
coming down the side of the house, causing the paint to peel. In
such instances, replacing the gutters is often necessary.

• Basement flooding: Not all signs of deteriorating gutters
are outside a home. Many a homeowner has been flummoxed
by flooding in their basements, and such flooding can be caused
by aging, ineffective gutters. That’s because deteriorating gut-
ters sometimes allow water to leak near the foundation of a
home, contributing to basement flooding.

Fall is an ideal time to inspect gutters and have any issues
fixed before leaves begin to fall or harsh winter weather arrives.

The Value of Mulched Leaves 
Homeowners who don’t look forward to dusting off their

rakes each fall might be happy to learn that mulching fallen
leaves with a mower may be a healthier and less labor intensive
way to confront a yard covered in leaves. For 20 years, turf-
grass specialists at Michigan State University studied how
lawns reacted to having ground up leaves left on the lawn and
the results were overwhelmingly positive. Researchers found
that tiny pieces of mulched leaves eventually sifted down
through the turf and provided the lawn with essential nutrients.
Mulched leaves also served to control future weed growth by
covering up bare spots between turf plants. Such spots typical-
ly provided openings for weed seeds to germinate and ultimate-
ly infect lawns. In fact, researchers found that mulching leaves
for just three years could produce a nearly 100 percent decrease
in dandelion and crabgrass growth. Homeowners with
mulching mowers that also have bags can even help their gar-
dens by alternating using the mower with and without the bag
on once leaves begin to fall. When mowing with the bag on,
mulched leaves can then be used as mulch in landscape beds
and vegetable gardens.
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Home Improvement

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Well Drilling
Three 

Generations
of Experience

• Rock Wells • Gravel Wells
• Plastic Well Screens

“We Use the Finest Quality Materials”
Submersible, Jet
& Shallow Well
Pump Repair

Jake Hall
(989) 723-1104

Rod Hall
(989) 725-5735

2517 W. Dewey Rd., Owosso

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Sewer and Water Line 
Installation, Repair & Replacement

Storm sewer 
Installation, Repair & Replacement

Drain Field Replacement & Repairs

Septic Tank Pumping 

Septic Tank Replacement

Pump Repair & Replacement 

G.A. Hunt Excavating & Septic Services
1220 E. Taft Road • St. Johns, MI

P: 989-227-1222  • F 989-224-1828
gahuntseptic.com

GA Hunt
Excavating & Septic
St. Johns

PINE CREEK RENTALS
(989) 236-5346

Rte. 57 Middleton (look for signs on M-57)
• Bobcats (with many attachments) • Backhoes/Loaders 

• Concrete Tools • Contractors Tools • Dozers • Excavator • Tree
Chippers • Floor Sanders • Log Splitters • Post Hole Diggers 
• Pressure Washers • Scaffolding • Trenchers • Tree Spade

Hour, Day, Week& 4 Week Rates!

What to do to Prepare Your
Garden for Winter 

Gardens provide an
idyllic escape from the
hustle and bustle of
everyday life. In fact,
many gardening enthu-
siasts typically cannot
wait for the spring thaw
so they can spend the
next several months
tending to their plants
under the warm sun.
But a gardener’s work
is never truly done, and
the work to make gar-
dens stun in the spring
actually begins during
the preceding fall.

Preparing gardens
for winter is an impor-
tant step that can help
homeowners ensure
their gardens return to full strength in the spring. The tasks nec-
essary to prepare gardens for winter may depend on what
homeowners are planting, but the following are some general
maintenance suggestions that can keep gardens safe this winter.

• Remove weeds and debris. Weeds and debris are unsight-
ly and detrimental to plant life in spring, but they also can be
harmful in the winter. Weeds and debris left to linger in gardens
through the winter provide overwintering spots for insects and
can contribute to disease. So it’s imperative that weeds and
debris are removed before the ground hardens in winter. Don’t
wait until the ground hardens, as that can make it hard to
remove the roots of weeds, adversely affecting the garden as a
result.

• Prepare the soil. The Farmer’s Almanac advises home-
owners to gently till the soil in their gardens so they can expose
any insects before they settle in for the winter. Once garden soil
is exposed, add a layer of compost, leaves, aged manure, and,
if necessary, lime, gently tilling it into the soil. According to the
North Carolina Cooperative Extension, the only accurate way
to determine if lawn or garden soil needs lime is to test it. Lime
makes soil less acidic and reduces soil pH. Low soil pH makes
it hard for certain plants to grow, but acidic soil is ideal when
growing blueberries. Test the soil for lime and amend it
depending on what you hope to grow in the spring so it’s ready
to thrive when winter ends.

• Remove dead or diseased plants. Dead or diseased plants
should not be left in the garden through the winter. These plants
can attract insects and are vulnerable to disease, which can
make it hard for the garden to thrive in the spring.

• Protect fruit trees. If you have fruit trees, install mouse
guards around the base to prevent mice and voles from killing
the trees over the winter. If left to their own devices over the
winter, mice and voles may eat the bark of fruit trees, killing the
trees as a result. The Farmer’s Almanac notes that mouse
guards made of fine mesh hardware cloth can effectively pro-
tect fruit trees from hungry mice and voles over the winter.

A gardener’s work is never done, and the work to create
beautiful spring gardens begins in the fall.

Did You Know? 
Dog owners often find that having a fenced-in space gives

pets an opportunity to run around off-leash and enjoy time out-
doors and can make it easier for pets to go out on bathroom
breaks. Still, pet owners must recognize that inquisitive dogs
can get into trouble even in seemingly safe yards. One potential
danger is ingestion of potentially toxic mushrooms. It is essen-
tial for homeowners to check their yards for mushrooms all
year long, but especially during wet springs and in the fall.
Mushrooms can pop up overnight. Depending on the type of
mushroom and the size of the dog, ingesting even a small
amount can result in gastrointestinal distress or more dire cir-
cumstances, like liver failure. Certain mushrooms give off a
fishy smell and they may entice dogs who are prone to indis-
criminate eating. According to the animal care resource
Preventative Vet, signs of mushroom toxicity include vomiting,
salivating, yellowing of the skin and “whites of eyes,” coma,
seizures, and loss of balance. Other dogs may experience diar-
rhea or refuse to eat. Any pet owner who has suspected a dog
has eaten wild mushrooms should consult a veterinarian. Early
treatment can help and prevent more serious organ damage or
death. Pet owners who cannot trust their dogs unattended in the
yard should bring their pups out on leashes or keep careful
watch on them while they’re outdoors.

Outdoor Living 
Outdoor living is wildly popular, as more and more home-

owners are bringing elements once reserved for home interiors
into their backyards. When designing outdoor living spaces,
homeowners may learn about biophilic design, an architectural
concept that aims to incorporate natural elements into outdoor
living spaces. Proponents of biophilic design say it satisfies an
innate human need to affiliate with nature, thereby helping to
reduce stress that people may experience after being stuck
indoors for much of their days. Biophilic design is often part of
a home interior design, but many homeowners also embrace it
when designing their outdoor living spaces. For example, sur-
rounding outdoor living areas with noninvasive plants, flowers
and trees and using natural materials like wood and stone when
building such spaces are great ways to embrace biophilic
design and create a tension-free ambiance in outdoor living
spaces.

Did You Know? 
Just like certain exercises, home improvement projects may

involve heavy lifting, bending, moving, and stretching. After
spending much of the winter indoors and largely sedentary,
some homeowners may be tempted to jump into projects with
gusto when the warm weather returns. But that can be a recipe
for injury that can sideline DIYers for a while. Instead, home-
owners can start slowly and then gradually work longer hours,
just as they might do when returning to exercise after some
time off. Homeowners can see how their muscles feel after an
hour or two while not concentrating on one task for too long.
Homeowners who vary the tasks they tackle will use different
muscle groups, which can reduce strain and limit injury risk.
Whenever possible, opt for ergonomic tools that can reduce
users’ risk of repetitive stress injuries.
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Rep. Frederick: Plan Makes
Personal Protective

Equipment More Affordable
for Michigan Job Providers 
submitted by Tim Martin
Rep. Ben Frederick of Owosso is co-sponsoring a plan to

make personal protective equipment and disinfecting products
more affordable and widely distributed during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The legislation recently introduced in the state House
would exempt these purchases from Michigan’s 6 percent sales
and use tax for employers with COVID-19 safety protocol
plans. The bipartisan package also would allow qualified job
providers to offset a portion of their PPE purchases with a cor-
porate income tax credit for 2020.

“These proactive measures would help Michigan continue
to reopen its economy safely and sensibly,” Frederick said of
House Bills 6033-35. “Helping job providers obtain the person-
al protective equipment their employees need and deserve is
simply the right thing to do. These measures make PPE and
related COVID-19 supplies more affordable, which means job
providers can buy more of it to protect their workers and cus-
tomers.”

Frederick noted that a sales and use tax exemption is a good
way to prompt more purchases overall, which would help
Michigan’s economy bounce back from the pandemic. He also
helps sponsor House Bills 5680-81, which would provide a
‘sales tax holiday’ in the state – waiving Michigan’s 6 percent
sales and use tax on a variety of purchases made at physical
locations. Dates and other specifics for the sales tax holiday
would be determined at a later time.

The sales tax exemption bills are pending in the House Tax
Policy Committee.

No EMU, CMU, WMU
Football in 2020: MAC is first

FBS Conference to Cancel 
Fall Sports 

By going last, the Mid-American Conference actually went
first, the Detroit News is reporting.

The MAC on August 8 became the first FBS conference to
officially cancel all of its fall sports, including football, citing
player and health and safety, though the member schools' finan-
cial outlook was a strong consideration as well.

The MAC, with athletic directors and presidents meeting
twice a week for months and four times over the past week, has
sat back and watched as all the other FBS conferences have
announced some plan for college football, many of them hop-
ing for conference-only schedules or something similar.

Finally, on August 8, a unanimous decision was reached by
the MAC presidents.The MAC has 12 football teams, including
Eastern Michigan, Central Michigan and Western Michigan. 

"If you told me in March we would be here today, I would
never have believed it," MAC commissioner Jon Steinbrecher
said. "I'm crushed by this decision. I'm so disappointed. "We're
making decisions for the right reasons. That's the bottom line."

The cancellation of fall sports, amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic, also affects men's and women's cross country, men's and
women's soccer, field hockey and women's volleyball.

The decision impacts about 2,500 student athletes, many of
whom will seek an extra year of eligibility from the NCAA.
The NCAA and schools' continue to work through the eligibil-
ity issues, which are mighty complex.

One notable casualty of the announcement: Rivals Central
Michigan and Western Michigan were to play their annual foot-
ball game at Ford Field on Oct. 17. It's unclear if that down-
town Detroit game is rescheduled for a future year.

Lansing School District
Cancels Fall Sports 

LANSING — The Lansing School District Board of
Education announced Thursday it is canceling all fall extracur-
ricular activities, including sports, “until further notice” due to
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

The Lansing School District operates Eastern, Everett and
Sexton high schools. LSD had announced last month it would
begin the school year with online-only instruction starting Aug.
31.

“I know how disappointing the cancellation of sports and
extra-curricular activities may be for students, coaches and par-
ents, but the school district must make decisions moving for-
ward that makes safety our top-priority,” LSD superintendent
Sam Sinicropi said in a statement.

Multiple area schools had games scheduled against Lansing
School District teams this fall, including Owosso, which was
scheduled to play Lansing Eastern in the first game of the foot-
ball season. The two teams played last year, a 35-0 victory by
the Quakers that broke a 38-game losing streak. 

Laingsburg Graduates Finally Get Their Day to Shine

Laingsburg School Board
Meeting 

submitted by Krissy Pratt
Laingsburg Community Schools Board of Education will

conduct a regular board meeting on Wednesday, August 19,
2020.  The meeting will begin at 7:00pm Virtually via Zoom,
please see our website at www.laingsburg.k12.mi.us/ for log-in
information.

The major tentative agenda items for this meeting include
the following: legislative update, district staffing, 2020/21
budget, personnel, bond design and finance update, annual loan
repayment resolution, board bylaw and policy update and any
other business that may properly come before the board. 

Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make
reasonable accommodation for a person with disabilities to be
able to participate in this meeting.

The MI Safe Start Plan encompasses six phases, ranging
from uncontrolled growth of the virus — Phase 1 — to post
pandemic — Phase 6. Shiawassee County is currently in Phase
4. Within Phase 4, Laingsburg is able move forward with both
its learning formats, though with several precautions in place
for those learning face-to-face, including a mask requirement
for all staff and students, K-12.

The mask requirements stem from Gov. Whitmer’s Return
to School Roadmap, announced June 30, that sets specific
requirements and guidelines schools must adhere to in order to
reopen. All students would be required to wear masks through-
out the school day unless they are deemed medically exempt,
which would require a doctor’s note, Shastal said.

The district would provide face shields to medically
exempt students for the duration of each school day, he added.

According to the district’s half-day plan, K-12 students
enrolled in face-to-face learning would attend school in the
mornings, five days a week, for approximately three hours per
day. The district is still working out a precise schedule in terms
of how classes would be divided up, Shastal said, with options
ranging from a six-class, 28-minute period schedule each day
to a three-class, hour-long period schedule. To accommodate
social distancing, end-of-day dismissal times among the ele-
mentary, middle and high schools would be staggered, Shastal
continued. The district is also currently exploring a “grab-and-
go” lunch option for students, as well as potentially offering
affordable daycare for working families, with parents having
the option to either pick their students up at 3 p.m. each day or
have their students transported home by a district-provided
bus. Shastal indicated the district is awaiting further guidance
from the Michigan Department of Education before rolling out
those plans.

A fully online option will also be available to Laingsburg
students under Phase 4, and would be mandated for all students
if Shiawassee County transitions back to Phase 3 of Gov.
Whitmer’s MI Safe Start Plan during any point during the
school year, according to Shastal. The online curriculum will
be led by Laingsburg teachers, with students having the oppor-
tunity to access and complete work throughout the day rather
than at a certain, designated time. Teaching staff will dedicate
time in the afternoons to work on the digital curriculum and
answer any questions online students may have regarding
assignments.

To facilitate online learning, the district has invested
nearly $40,000 in technological upgrades, according to
Shastal, which include a new learning management system as
well as access to digital content and curriculum.The district
will also have devices available — Chromebooks, iPads — for
students who need one, though students are welcome to use
their own devices if they choose, Shastal said.

LBG Schools...
cont’d from Front

2020 Oktoberfest in Owosso
Cancelled 

submitted by Sue Kadlek
Due to the recent Executive Order affecting outdoor gather-

ings, the Oktoberfest planning committee has made the difficult
decision to cancel this year's event. Oktoberfest requires sever-
al months of advance preparation, therefore the decision to can-
cel the "Biergarten" and polka dance had to be made now.  The
committee is working hard to coordinate a few fun events for
Saturday, October 10th, so stay tuned to the Oktoberfest in
Owosso Facebook page for event listings. 

"We are saddened to announce the cancellation of
Oktoberfest 2020. Eighty percent of the event’s budget is spent
locally and hundreds of out-of-town visitors also add revenue
to our local economy. Local festivals, fairs and events have far
more economic impact than many may realize,” said Chamber
President/CEO Jeff Deason. 

He continued, “We were hopeful that we could celebrate
with everyone in October but our current situation makes that
impossible. We thank all of you, whether you’re one of our
many sponsors, local business vendors, volunteers or patrons
and we look forward to celebrating Oktoberfest with you once
again on October 8-9, 2021. Stay Safe and Ein Prosit!”
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Editorial...cont’d from page 5

Well, I just finished mowing the yard…….and it is still a bit
on the dry side.  It does have a decent amount of green but it is
still shadowed by spots of dried vegetation.  It has a minute set
of green, yellow and brown stripes.  It looks rather interesting
and is bordered with Queen Anne’s lace and Chicory.  The lawn
has its share of rolling that was caused by the settling of ground
where the old barn sat.  I even have been told that it looked like
a marvelous meadow.  I can live with that!  I don’t know what
I would do with a well-manicured lawn and perfectly trimmed
shrubs, I’m more of a ‘work with what you got’ person.

Finally I finished transplanting the apple trees, now I need
to work three more trees into my yard.  I’ve got to call Marsha
to see when I can drop by to get the three White Pines that she
offered me.  I’m excited to get them and will know where I can
plant them once I have seen them.   Of course I do need to dig
and move them out of Marsha’s yard and then fill in the holes
with some good top soil.  I have been visualizing them in all
areas of my yard which is fairly open and ready for new addi-
tions.

Today is also coop day and I had placed a rather weighty
order.  I have a fifty pound bag of unbrominated flour and a
fifty pound bag of bread flour coming, plus twenty pounds of
blue berries and about twenty pounds of dehydrated onions.
Oh……..and a fifteen pound carton of bacon to be used on
those heavenly BLT’s.  It’s the season to enjoy the fresh toma-
toes anyway that I can.  I have several varieties that are ripen-
ing; some heritage tomatoes look almost purple and have a rosy
pink flesh that is delicious.  Also have a lemon yellow variety
that is bright and appealing and Early Girls that are small but
delectable. The Marglobes are turning nicely and have a won-
derful appeal, the Zebras are small but tangy and the Rutgers
are filling out and up…….late but bountiful.  

Kitten rescues run in the family……..a couple of weeks ago
it was me and now this week it is my daughter and family that
rescued one known as ‘The Traveler’.  That cute young kitten
is white and blue gray and also has a large scab that covers its
cheek.  Looks like a burn, seems like the recent drop offs will
bear scars for a life time.  The Traveler is friendly and purrs up
a storm of contentment now that someone is caring.

Thank you for voting.  I didn’t win the primary……..such
is life.  I understand that it was a straight ticket voting and there
was a choice of candidates.  I was pleased with the support that
I received and undaunted with the results.  I’m relearning how
our government works and will do what I need to do.  I’m made
up my mind about becoming a write in candidate in
November….then it won’t matter which side of the ballot I’m
on, just need folks to put me in the slot for Elba township treas-
urer and spell my name correctly.  Life is interesting and I will
pursue my expectations.  I hope that all of you will be ready to
vote in November, keep and use your privilege.  Thank you.

I would like to thank my readers for taking the time to chit
chat with me.  I’m please to meet you and find out what is
important.  Through the years I have found the needed mixer,
canning jars, and a great deal of laughter because of you.  You
are a great blessing to me and add a bit of spice to my life.  May
you all be blessed daily by God.  Sometimes we don’t get to
connect through no fault of ours………these pesky techno
things don’t always work as expected.  So try to spend time
enjoying the little things that bring smiles to your faces.  God
bless.

Crystal Mitchell©2020

A Little 
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

Sharing our faith in God with others can be a scary thing.
When I was a new Christian, I thought that there was only

one way to tell others about Christ. I felt that there were no
other options and I had to force myself to be that type of per-
son. Of course, that meant that I was frustrated with myself and
I rarely shared my faith with others.

Thankfully, this is not true. God uses you, just as you are,
to tell others about Him. God has given you your personality
and character so you can tell others about Christ. You can tell
certain people about God where others can't, because you are
more comfortable in sharing specifically with them.

In the book, “Becoming a Contagious Christian,” by Bill
Hybels and Mark Mittleberg, they list 6 different types of evan-
gelistic styles or approaches. There can certainly be more than
these, but they list six which get the ball rolling-

1.Direct. You are confrontational and can say the tough
things that people may not like to hear, but need to hear. 

2.Example- Peter.
3.
1.Intellectual. You are great at answering objections to the

gospel and reasoning with people. 
2.Example- Paul.

Religious 
Thoughts

by Chris Hearn
www.letsmeetgod.com

Durand Manufacturing 
This past week the Weekly Sportsman was given the oppor-

tunity to speak to the Durand Rotarians  about pheasants and
their history in Michigan.  After introductions, and before
pheasant talk, the Weekly Sportsman surprised attendees with a
quick lesson on Durand Manufacturing and .22 rifles produced
in the late 1800’s just across the train tracks from Durand
Union Station where the lunch meeting was being held.  

The Weekly Sportsman first ran across a fine specimen
allegedly made in Durand for sale in a Lansing gun shop about
fifteen years ago.  After a very small sum was placed on the
counter to hold the firearm research began immediately.
According to a page in Jim Perkins book American Boy’s
Rifles just such a rifle was made at the turn of the century.
Primitive in nature, small BB or CB cap rimfire shells were
loaded in a chamber about six inches from the muzzle.  Small
in size and with wood of low quality it resembles more of a toy
cork gun or a third world zip gun made underground in a dark
tunnel factory.  The book states that modern ammunition may
be too powerful and these rifles should not be fired.  The rifles
are covered with patent applied for stampings and Durand
Manufacturing in the varying metal components as well as the
wooden stock.   

Examples come up for sale from time to time and are most-
ly incomplete and of poor quality.  The Weekly Sportsman has
found three different models that bring anywhere from $50-
$200.  Clearly, local historic significance far exceeds the finan-
cial value these little rifles bring on the gun market.  Research
has indicated very little other than the company was once under
the leadership of  A. B. Upton, T. R. Chapin, and C. C.
DeCamp.  The company may have been purchased and or relo-
cated in the 1900’s to Plymouth which is not surprising as this
area produced early versions of Daisy BB guns and Hamilton
.22 rifles which look very similar to the Durand Manufacturing
models.

If you happen to know any information about Durand
Manufacturing or have one of these locally produced rifles
stashed away please contact the Weekly Sportsman to help cre-
ate additional written documentation about this locally pro-
duced firearm.

-WS                                                                                                                                                 

The Weekly 
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Can’t sleep At Night…
Andy, I cannot sleep at night.  I am getting out of bed at

least 10 times a night.  I walk, make lists, clean, fold clothes
and try drinking warm milk.    I am at a loss counting sheep
until 3:00am and then I get up at 7:00am to start my day.  I am
groggy until lunch time and require a lot of caffeine every
morning.  Any peaceful thoughts?  Sleepless in Clinton County

Dear Sleepless,
A good night’s sleep is imperative to a productive day.

According to Neuroscientist Tara Swart, MD, adults need to
seven - ten hours of deep sleep and children need  ten – twelve
hours  every night on a  schedule.  Some of her suggestions
include:  No television, no night caps, no late night snacks and
no binge watching Netflix's. 

Alcohol before bedtime impairs the quality of sleep neces-
sary to function throughout the day.  A glass or two of wine
with or after dinner but no drinking after dinner or into the
evening.  Also, many people think watching a movie or televi-
sion is relaxing but after a long work day, using electronics,
reading a book, being on the computer and texting should stop
an hour before bed time. (Regardless, of your age.)   Reducing
electronics will calm your mind to get into a comfortable state
of mind so your brain can power down.  No late night snacks.
Food stimulates brain activity.  Stop eating at 6:00 pm to lose
weight.  Caffeine can be a significant stimulate that can lasts up
to 16 hours for some people.   You may need to drink more
water and cut out the coffee and colas.

Some great ideas to get some sleep without a prescription
or an expensive otc  supplement:  Smell lavender before bed-
time.  I put some oil on my wrists so I can peacefully nod off
quickly.  Lavender oil and floral is a powerful neuromodulator.
It relaxes you and lowers your blood pressure.  If you are going
to drink milk, drink a nut milk with a pinch of turmeric which
is full of magnesium that helps reduce your stress hormones
and calms the nervous system.

A good night’s sleep can regulate your circadian rhythms
and contribute to a healthier immune system. Use honey to
boost your immunity and sweeten your fruit and drinks.  All
good sleep needs to be in a quiet dark room without stimuli.
Having a nightly routine include a hot bath or shower an hour
before bedtime can also contribute to a better night’s sleep.  If
these suggestions do not work, see your family physician to
determine if there is something more serious than over-activity
contributing to your sleepless nights.  

If you continue to have difficulties, you may have some caf-
feine in some of your night time prescriptions.  Check with
your doctor, if you continue to have sleepless nights.   Recently,
I found I need an antacid to keep from having reflux or prob-
lems with my supplements causing restlessness.  On my way to
spray some lavender mist on my pillow. Good Night, Good
Luck and Sweet Dreams.  Andy  ask_andy@aol.com

3.
1.Testimonial. You have a great story about how God has

saved you and changed your life. 
2.Example- The blind man in the Gospel of John, chapter

9.
1.Interpersonal. Relationships are important to you and

you know and get along with a wide-variety of people. 
2.Example- Matthew the tax collector.
1.Invitational. You are great at inviting people to events or

to church activities, etc. 
2.Example- The Samaritan Woman or the woman Jesus

talked to at the well in John, chapter 4.
3.
4.Service. You love to meet the needs of others, even if you

don't get a lot of credit for it. 
5.Example- Tabbatha or Dorcas from Acts, chapter 9. 
God has gifted you in at least one of these areas and quite

possibly more than one. Or one that they haven’t listed.
Let the Lord use that gifting, along with the personality that

He has given you, to tell others about Him today.

Ask
Andy

Have a Question 
for Andy?

Submit them to:

ask_andy@aol.com

You can also mail or drop questions
off to: Meridian Weekly 

P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI 48866
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LIVE ON-SITE & SIMULCAST
RETIREMENT FARM AUC-
TION: Saturday, August 22,
2020, 10:00a.m. 3985 S. Gera
Road (M83) Frankenmuth, MI.
Tractors; Dump Truck;
Combine; Farm Equipment;
Miscellaneous. Details at:
SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com

989-763-7157.              CPM
-----------------------------------------
LIVE AUCTION: Saturday,
August 29, 2020, 10:00a.,. 7556
North Mason Rd., Merrill, MI.
1950 Ford Street Truck; Polaris
500 ATV w/plow; Firearms;
Equipment. Complete details
and photos at:
SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com

989-763-7157.              CPM
-----------------------------------------
AUCTION: 116 acres of recre-
ational or agricultural land in
beautiful Presque Isle County.
Online bidding begins Aug. 24
and ends Aug. 27. Starting bid
of just $60,000.
MichiganAuction.com          
833-323-2BID                CPM
-----------------------------------------

AUCTION

BOATS & MARINE
POND/LAKE WEED
REMOVAL TOOLS: (The #1
alternative to chemicals.)
Performs C.P.R. Cuts-Pulls-
Rakes. Made in Michigan. 
989-529-3992.
WeedgatorProducts.com Enter
promo code GATORMI for 
discount.                         CPM
----------------------------------------

BUSINESS SERVICE
METAL ROOFING regular and
shingle style. HALF OFF ON
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available.
Licensed and insured builders.
Quality work for 40 years! 
517-575-3695.                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

MEDICAL

OXYGEN - Anytime.
Anywhere.  No tanks to refill.
No deliveries.  The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds!  FAA approved! FREE
info kit: 855-970-1066      CPM
-----------------------------------------
VIAGRA & CIALIS Alternative,
60 pills for $99. 100 pills for
$150 FREE shipping.  Money
back guaranteed! Save Now!
Call Today 1-844-743-8144    

CPM
-----------------------------------------
VIAGRA & CIALIS USER! 100
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
8 8 8 - 8 3 5 - 7 2 7 3 . H a b l a m o s
Espanol                           CPM
-----------------------------------------

GENERAC Standby
Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be
prepared for power outages.
FREE 7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!) Schedule your
FREE in-home assessment
today. Call 1-855-922-0420
Special financing for qualified
customers.                         CPM
-----------------------------------------

HAVING MEN’S HEALTH
ISSUES: Thanks to science,
ED can be optional. Try HIMS.
Connect with a medical profes-
sional online. If approved, your
prescribed medication is deliv-
ered to your door. FREE online
visit http://himsnow.com/mich

CPM
-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

MEET SINGLES: right now!
No paid operators, just real
people like you. Browse greet-
ings, exchange messages and
connect live. Try it free. Call
now: 855-247-5909         CPM
-----------------------------------------

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED:
Internet. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today! 
1-844-275-3510                CPM
-----------------------------------------
AMISH BUILT: mini cabins or
storage sheds delivered to your
site anywhere in Michigan!
Starting at $2,500.00.
mynextbarn.com 
989-832-1866                    CPM
-----------------------------------------
STAY IN YOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to
$1,500 off, including a free toilet
and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-
855-271-8452.                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS

ADJUSTABLE BED: Brand
New with Imcomfort gel memo-
ry foam mattress. Retail Cost
$3,995.00, sacrifice for $875.oo
Call for showing or delivery:
989-615-2951                   CPM
-----------------------------------------

FREE AUTO INSURANCE
QUOTES for uninsured and
insured drivers. Let us show
youhow much you can save! 
Call 888-330-4197.            CPM
-----------------------------------------

MATTRESSES

HIGH SPEED INTERNET: We
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best
service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from
top providers.1-844-290-4041        

CPM
-----------------------------------------
CASH FOR CARS: We buy any
condition vehicle, 2002 and
Newer. Competitive offer!
Nationwide FREE pick up! Call
now for a free quote! 
888-366-5659.                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

REACH ACROSS MI: with a
MegaMarket Statewide
Classified Ad!  Over 1.9 million
weekly in-home circulation just
$249 per week!  Buy 3 ads –
Get 1 Free!  Call 800.783.0267               

CPM
-----------------------------------------

DISH Network $59.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed
Internet for ONLY
$19.95/month. Call Today for
$100 Gift Card! Best Value &
Technology. FREE Installation.
Call 1-866-950-6757 (some
restrictions apply)              CPM
-----------------------------------------

ELIMINATE GUTTER:
cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-844-369-
2501                                 CPM
-----------------------------------------

BECOME A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR: Publications sold at
all major secular & speciality
Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission
kit. 1-866-945-3813           CPM
----------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY: Receive maximum
value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-413-9672        CPM
-----------------------------------------

ARTHRITIS, COPD: Joint Pain
or Mobility Issues on the
Stairs? **STOP STRUG-
GLING** Give Your Life A Lift!
An Acorn Stairlift is a perfect
solution! A BBB Rating. Call
now for $250 OFF your pur-
chase. FREE DVD & brochure. 
1-855-280-6240              CPM
-----------------------------------------
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for [350+]
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance -NOT just a discount plan.
[Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 
1-877-253-3162
www.dental50plus.com/55 #6258   

CPM
-----------------------------------------
DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-
Included Package. 155
Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand.
FREE Genie HD DVR
Upgrade. Premium movie
channels, FREE for 3 mos! Call
1-888-351-0154              CPM
----------------------------------------

BOY SCOUT COMPENSA-
TION FUND - Anyone that was
inappropriately touched by a
Scout leader deserves justice
and financial compensation!
Victims may be eligible for a
significant cash settlement.
Time to file is limited.  Call Now!
855-221-2258                  CPM
-----------------------------------------

C L A S S I F I E D  D I R E C T O R Y

MISCELLANEOUS

Applebee Oil
& Propane
108 N. Mill St.,

Ovid

989-834-2828 or
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN
LIVESTOCK

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping 
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For!

BIGGER’S COMPLETE

FLOOR COVERING, INC.
100 North Delaney Rd.

Owosso, MI 48867
Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood • Ceramic

Free Estimates
Terry Bigger • Owner

Ph. 989-729-1800 • Fax: 989-729-9000

2

Scharnweber
Well Drilling

517-651-2211
Family Owned Business
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding

Communities for Over 20 Years.

KEVIN’S BODY SHOP & TOWING
“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”“YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP”

Body Work • Auto Repair • Towing • Mufflers • Tires • Alignments
Brakes • Diagnostics • Tune Ups • Engine Work • Suspensions • Air
Conditioning • Lube & Oil • Performance & Stock Mufflers • Custom

Pipe Bending • Interstate Batteries • Rims • Courtesy Cars

(989) 862-5026
7575 N. Hollister Rd., Elsie

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5
After Hours By Appt.

MIDSTATE SALES AND SERVICE
Outdoor Power Equipment

3251 W. M-21
St. Johns, MI 48879
(989) 224-2711
(800) 582-8152
(989) 224-1781 Fax
email:mehney@frontier.com

P O W E R   T O O L S

www.midstatesalesandservice.com

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

SELL IT FAST
The Weekly

989-834-2264

OE Sports Booster Golf Outing 
The 27th Annual OE Sports Booster Golf Outing will be held on Sunday, August 13th at The

Emerald in St Johns. The cost is $260 per four person team. If you can’t be part of a foursome,
donations are being accepted for raffle prizes, golfer prizes and hole sponsors($50). For more
information Mike Loynes at (989)640-4298 or Felicia Gingrich at (517) 652-3662. Mark your
calendars now and make plans to take part in this fund raising event.
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C L A S S I F I E D  D I R E C T O R Y

SERVICES

HANDYMAN: Power washing
houses and decks, eavestrough
cleaning, re-coating driveways,
general painting and tree serv-
ice.  Call Jim 517-881-9977.

1537tf
-----------------------------------------
BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL:
Full service garage & house
cleanouts and estates. yard
clean-up, home and business.
Call Jay 517-980-0468.

1538 EOW
-----------------------------------------

PAYING TOO MUCH FOR
PROPANE? Call Beck’s
Propane at 1-800-I-GOT-GAS
and start saving today. $50 refer
a friend.                       1520tf
-----------------------------------------

PROPANE

J & M WELL DRILLING &

Service, Inc. Emergency

Service. Perry 517-675-5956

Owosso 989-743-5626

Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC

Well Drilling, Well Repairs,

Pumps and Tanks,

Chlorinating and Testing.

www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD:
Good quality hardwood.
$50/face cord plus delivery. 
Family owned & operated since
1978. (989) 862-4453; (989)
666-0561                            1534t2

Meridian Weekly
Phone: 989-834-2264

Email: ads@meridianweekly.com

ELSIE: Elsie American Legion
Hall Rental. 220 S. Ovid, St.,
Elsie. Call for more information
989-494-6987.   EOW
--------------------------------------------

AIR CONDITIONED HALL: $500
and $300 for 1/2 hall rental. St.
Johns K of C. Call rental agent
Roger Dershem (989) 224-4072,
(989) 227-2233 or (989) 640-
1313.  EOW
--------------------------------------------

HALL RENTAL

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: Construction
worker, will train. Call Ed
Thornton. 989-666-0359

1538
-----------------------------------------

FOR SALE: Broil King Grill with
gas tank, tables on each side,
on wheels and grill cover. Like
new. Phone: 517-651-5457. 

1538
----------------------------------------

FOR SALE

WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on
high barns. Free estimates. Ask
for John 616-527-3635.

1525tf
----------------------------------------

FARM 

POND STOCKING
FISH FOR STOCKING: Most
varieties pond, lake. Laggisʼ
Fish Farm. 269-628-2056 Days;
269-624-6215 Evenings. 

1520t13 EOW
----------------------------------------

LAND WANTED
WANTED: Farm land wanted to
rent for 2020 & beyond. Also
farm land to purchase on land
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert
at (517) 881-1724, or e-mail
don.cuthbert@yahoo.com.  

1450tf
-----------------------------------------

HELP WANTED: Part time labo-
ratory technician working with
plants. 16-24 hrs. per week.
$11/per hour. No experience
necessary. Flexible hours. Call
Orchid Origins at (989) 224-
6876. 1537t2
-----------------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Bartender.
Tues, Wed, Thur - Nights; Sat.
days. Approx. 15-20 hrs a week,
possibly more. Minimum wage.
Apply in person at American
Legion Post #248, 1240 E.
Grand River, Laingsburg. 

1538t4
-----------------------------------------

POND SUPPLIES
POND SUPPLIES: Live game-
fish for stocking.large selection
of lake,pond and watergarden
supplies. Free catalog! Stoney
Creek, Inc., Grant, MI Since
1970. (800) 448-3873
www.stoneycreekequip.com

1538EOW
----------------------------------------

HEATING & 
COOLING

204 S. Main Street,
P.O. Box 463, Ovid, MI

48866

(989) 834-6288
www.billsheatingcooling.com

Sales & Service

Licensed and Insured
Fireplaces

Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Holes - N - More - LLC
6 in. 12 in. 18 in.  24 in. 30 in. Holes

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

Ron Keck

Cell 517-896-5261

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

FERRALL’S TREE

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.

We beat all LOCAL competitors rates GUARANTEED!

SPECIALTY SALVAGE

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors 
Serving Clinton • Gratiot • Saginaw Counties.

989-725-8062Owosso:

Buying all scrap metals: 
Autos & Junk Equipment. 

One stop for all your 
recycling & waste needs.

Miller/Bartz
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations
Ovid

834-2733
Owosso

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

• Full Service 
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-5031

Floors - Sidewalks - Driveways - Pole Barn
Garages - Foundations

989-834-2997

Brand Builders
Jerry Orweller

CONCRETE

Residential - Commercial
ROOFS

Bobcat Service of All Types

MATT’S TOWING &
ROAD SERVICE
(989) 640-7381

Auto Repair (989) 834-5511

9055 E. M-21 • Ovid

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

Salt Sales
MILLERʼS
Soft Water
9450 E. M-21

Ovid

834-5012

REBATES and TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
HEATING & COOLING

Licensed & Insured
Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233

COMPOSITE
PALLETS

FOR SALE 
Available at 
The Weekly 

(989) 834-2264

Roughly 
48” x 48”
Great for 
Storage

$10 Each

$16 for 20 words. 25¢ each
addtʼl word. Contact us today!
Deadline Thursday at 4pm.

Read us online at
meridianweekly.com
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Fast, Friendly, Local!
Since 1916, Auto-Owners has been 

teaming up with local independent 

agents—people focused on you, the 

customer. That’s the quality of your 

agent, and the company that stands 

behind them.

Service you  
can count on.

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

  

 

  

   

Service you
can count on.

THE 
INSUR  

 

  

   

Service you
can count on.

OCALLBESTTHE 
GENCYANCE AINSUR  

 

  

   
  

 

  

   
INSUR

CITY
.bestinsurwww

  

 

  

   
GENCYANCE AINSUR

CITY  •  000-000-0000
om.ceagencyanc.bestinsur

Ovid Service Agency
Serving You Since 1963

Phone 989-834-2288

Stk 19661

“FORD CERTIFIED”
NAV-MOON-TOW-ONE OWNER

SAVE 1,103!

‘17 FORD FUSION TITANIUM “HYBRID”

Stk 19666

LANE KEEPING ASSIST
ONE-OWNER

SAVE  $1,703!

‘16 LINCOLN MKC PREMIERE

Stk 743A

LINCOLN CERTIFIED
WARRANTY

SAVE $1,303!

Stk 19649

1.4L TURBOCHARGED 
4 CYL

SAVE $1,003!

‘18 LINCOLN MKC SELECT FWD

Stk 19637

LINCOLN CERTIFIED
ONE-OWNER

SAVE $2,680!

‘17 FORD C-MAX ENERGI SE “HYBRID”

Stk 19590

ONLY 12,000 MILES
ONE-OWNER

SAVE $3,180!

‘18 FORD FLEX SEL FWD V-6

Stk 19644

ONE-OWNER
LEATHER-NAV-MOON

SAVE $2,003!

www.sigautogroup.com

‘18 FORD TAURUS SEL V-6

Stk 19634

ONE-OWNER
LEATHER-NAV-MOON

SAVE $1,980!

BUY NOW!
$18,995

PLUS TAX TITLE LIC DOC PROC FEE

SIGNATURE SAVINGS • SELECTION  • SERVICE

SIGNATURE OWOSSO
FORD  • LINCOLN

‘15 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT

‘18 FORD FLEX SEL AWD

1960 E. MAIN ST., OWOSSO, MI

(989) 725-2888  ~  800-364-2868

WAS
$20,698

BUY NOW!
$26,495

WAS
$27,598

BUY NOW!
$14,695

WAS
$15,998

BUY NOW!
$6,995

WAS
$7,998

BUY NOW!
$26,795

WAS
$29,475

BUY NOW!
$14,995

WAS
$18,175

BUY NOW!
$18,395

WAS
$20,375

BUY NOW!
$22,995

WAS
$24,998

Pictured are 1st Place: Kevin O'Reilly, Bill O'Reilly, Bob Brown, Art Brown

Pictured are  3rd Place: Eric Rasch, Leah Rasch, Jason McCreery, Lora McCreery

Lions Club Golf Outing Winners 
The Laingsburg and Ovid Lions Clubs hosted their annual golf outing at Pine Hills Golf

Course on Saturday, August 8th.
Fifteen four person teams played in the 18 hole scramble and enjoyed a steak dinner after

golf. Proceeds from the fundraising event will be going to the Lions of Michigan Foundation and
Bear Lake Camp.

Taking first place honors were Kevin O’Reilly, Bill O’Rielly, Bob Brown and Art Brown.
Second place winners were Don Plotner, John Saller, Jeff Hendley and Matt Farr. Coming in
third was Eric Rasch, Leah Rasch, Jason McCrerry and Lora McCrerry.

Winners of the hole contests were: Wesley Schultheis, longest putt, Chris Newman, longest
drive, Jim Walters, Closest to the pin in one shot and Jason McCrerry, closest to the pin in one
shot.

The Lions Clubs in both Laingsburg and Ovid would like to thank all who participated and
donated prizes.

Jeff Daniels Online and Unplugged
submitted by Bob Hoffman
EAST LANSING, MI — Join Emmy award-winning and Tony® nominated actor, director,

singer/song-writer Jeff Daniels on Friday, August 28, 2020, at 8:00pm, for an intimate concert
experience full of original songs, personal stories from his stage and movie career that only he
can tell - and plenty of smiles.  Following the concert Jeff will do a short Q & A. 

Tickets to the virtual concert are on sale now and will be processed through Crowdcast.com.
Ticket purchasers will receive a private link to the event via an email. To purchase tickets, visit
www.crowdcast.io/e/jeffdanielswhartonaug28/register or visit the Wharton Center website at
www.whartoncenter.com for the Crowdcast link.

Jeff Daniels is probably best known to audiences as a film, television, and stage actor, from
his Emmy-winning roles in Netflix’s Godless and the HBO series The Newsroom to the popu-
lar film series Dumb and Dumber.  He also received a Tony® nominee for his recent year-long
role on Broadway as Atticus Finch in To Kill A Mockingbird.  


