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Laingsburg Schools’ Construction Plan Enters
Phase 2 as Summer Heats Up

LAINGSBURG --  Daily work is under-
way as the Laingsburg Community Schools'
ambitious construction plan enters Phase 2.

The LCS District Office issued a June 18
deadline for bid packages pursuant to phase
2b, which includes architectural, masonry and
MEP (mechanical, electrical, plumbing) sys-
tems.

Ground was broken in late May at
Laingsburg High School for a large new addi-
tion, north of present gym complex. This will
house, among other things, a long-desired
auditorium, a new auxiliary gymnasium and
locker rooms.

All four facilities -- LHS, middle school,
elementary school and Early Childhood Development Center (ECDC) -- have barricades con-
structed to begin work on security vestibules at the main entrance of each building.

"Construction is progressing nicely," explains superintendent Matt Shastal.  "All secure
entrances, office renovations and air conditioning units for the elementary classrooms will be
completed by the opening of school this August.  The site work for our new performing arts cen-
ter and auxiliary gym are also underway.  We should begin foundation work in the coming weeks
and we hope to have the addition closed in by December / January. Our bids for the remaining
work (interior renovations for the band room, wresting room, finishes for our auxiliary gym and
performing arts ) closes on June 18."

Elsie Village Council Proceedings 
by Dawn D. Levey
ELSIE - The first face-to-face meeting since March 2020 was held by the Elsie Village

Council, Tuesday, June 9, 2020.  The highlight of the meeting was updating officials on the
activities of Village departments.

Shane Grinnell, village manager, reported that the Village business office began normal
office hours Monday, June 1st, though it got off to a slow start the office is now beginning to
get busy.  It was noted that the service window in the business office has been replaced with
a locked window and at the bottom is a slot for bills or paperwork to be submitted.  There is
also a touch free intercom system.

Tom Frink, village president, welcomed newly appointed trustee, Cory Witt to his first
face-to-face meeting of the village council.  Frink announced that a new police officer has
joined the Elsie Police Department, Officer Zach Travonen.  

Shane Grinnell, village manager, presented a number of requests involving the use of
Village property for events.  There is a community group working on a Village wide garage
sale July 9-11, the time period the Dairy Festival is usually scheduled.   The Lions Club
would like to use the Village Parking lot for their food trailer lot for this event.  Village offi-
cials were happy to approve the request and encouraged the community group to continue
planning Village activities.

Officials also approved a request from the Elsie United Methodist Church to block off
Main Street from Church Street to the middle of the block Sunday, June 28, 9-11 am for an
outside church service.  If the attendance is too large or the service conflicts with residents
or the Elsie First Baptist Church the event would be moved to the Elsie Village Park.  

Tom Frink, Village President, informed officials that Ms. Bonnie Ott, zoning administra-
tor, submitted her desire to resign from the position, which was accepted with regrets.  The
position will be posted interested parties should send a letter of interest to the business office
then candidates will be interviewed by the Personnel Committee.  The Village Manager will
serve as interim Zoning Administrator.

Grinnell reported that the 2020 Tax season is upon us tax bills will be mailed to village
residents and businesses after July 1, 2020, with taxes are due by September 14, 2020.

Next, Grinnell updated officials on the grant that was submitted for the sewer camera to
be utilized by the Department of Public works, funds were denied and unlikely to be avail-
able this year.  The cost of the camera is $10,500.  Alternate funding possibilities - Plan B:
Village of Elsie $3,500; Ovid-Elsie Area Schools $3,500; and Maple Rapids DPW $3,500.
Plan C:  Village of Elsie $2625; Ovid-Elsie Area Schools $2,625; Maple Rapids DPW $2,625
and Ashley DPW $2,625.  The Village of Elsie would house the equipment.  Officials
approved plan C with all entities paying $2,625

The Department of Public Works has been busy mowing, caring for the grounds and
Round-up sprayed for weed control.  Three of the four of the employees have taken vacations
on and off, however the department is back to full staff.  The DPW recently completed a
major flush to the water system, approximately 600,000 gallons of water. There will be rou-
tine flushes completed the 2nd week of July, August, September, and October, and flushing
the dead-end section every Thursday.

Grinnell, also reported that there are problems with two manhole covers on S. Ovid
Street.  This is a major issue and will involve conferring with the manufacturer, East Jordan.
and the insurance company.  It was noted that MCL 691.1403 that states that no government
agency is liable for damages or injuries caused by defective highways.  It was noted that two
vehicles have lost tires. The area has been barricaded to prevent further damage. 

Joe Ondrusek, chair, set meeting dates for the ordinance committee Tuesdays, June 16
and 23, 6 pm at the Village.  An alternate site, if there are too many attendees to safely meet,
the Elsie EMS Base will be utilized.   

Monthly action was taken to approve the agenda with the addition of ordinance commit-
tee meetings, United Methodist Church property use, and resignation; the minutes of the May
12, virtual meeting, financial reports and the Elsie Police Department report.  Officials took
action to approve expenditures totaling $42,716.23. 

Construction at Laingsburg Schools wil continue throughout the summer

Having Your Ducks in a
Row: On Monday, June
8th, this family enjoyed an
evening stroll while fol-
lowing golfers on the Guys
& Dolls League at Pine
Hills in Laingsburg.
Photo by Pam Morgan

High winds and heavy rain brought the temperatures down in the area but created havoc on Thursday, June 11th in the process. Down trees were found in Ashley and in the City of Ovid. Once
the rains subsided, a beautiful rainbow was present. Photos by Chuck Prikasky, Deb Price and Jaclyn Smith
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Social

WE’RE OPEN...COME ENJOY OUR PATIO!!!

Live Outdoor Music
Coming Soon

TACO TUESDAY
DOLLAR BEER

SUNDAY
DOLLAR BEER

WINGS ON THURSDAYMain Bar

Daily 3 p.m. - Close
• Enjoy Outside Dining

• Enjoy a Game of Corn Hole
• Enjoy Conversations with Friends

Bud Light
Miller Light

22oz.

“Where the Wildlife Meet”

113 N. Main St., Downtown Ovid
989-834-5389

$275

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 3pm-7pm
50¢ OFF Bottle Beer 

& Mixed Drinks
25¢ OFF Drafts

Daily Food Specials

Open Father’s Day!
6am - 3pm

June 26th Last Fish Fry for the Summer

Treat Dad to Breakfast or Dinner...

Mary’s 
Country Kitchen

Mary’s 
Country Kitchen
M-21 Ovid • (989) 834-9640M-21 Ovid • (989) 834-9640

2/$22
Includes: Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable, Roll and Dessert

Turkey or 
Chicken Dinner

w/Homemade Dressing

REBATES and TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE
HEATING & COOLING

Licensed & Insured
Laingsburg ~ 517-282-4347 ~ 517-651-2233
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1071 S. US27
Southpoint Mall, St. Johns

989-227-5800

Cancun Mexican Grill
~ Under New Management ~

OPEN 7 Days
11am-9pm  

Jumbo
Marquita
$100 off

NOW OPEN  FOR DINE-IN!
32oz.
Draft

$100 off

Your always there when we need
you. We thank you for 

everything you have done for us
and continue to do! Wishing 

you many more years together.

Love, Jenifer, Lisa, Melissa and Nadine

Happy 64th Anniversary to the Best Parents
Anyone Could Ask For!

Harold & Joanne Zimmerman

Elsie Public Library Adventures
submitted by Ann Trierweiler
Come join us for unique programs and great reading. This

summer let us help you enjoy     “ Imagine Your Story!!!” at the
Elsie Public Library! Involving fairytales, fantasy and folklore.

Any patron may register for the Summer Reading Program
online now, but it will officially begin on June 15, 2020, and
end on August 15th. We will be using a new online program
called Wandoo Reader, through DEMCO. You can sign up to
participate in the annual reading challenge from our website
(elsiepubliclibrary.weebly.com). Also, tune into Facebook to
catch our weekly storytime, which will be posted at 2 pm on
Thursdays. So, sign-up to be eligible to win amazing prizes.
Rules may be found on our Facebook page or website!

The Elsie Public Library is now open in Phase 1, which
includes Breezeway Pickup. Items can be ordered by phone or
by using our online form, which is found on the website. Check
out our eCatalog for new books and movies. Please remember
that some items might not be available upon the time of request. 

Until we can get things back to normal, check out our new
digital resources: Monday Morning Digital Storytime on
Facebook and if you like AUDIOBOOKS, COMICS OR
MAGAZINES check out the new RBDigital link, which can be
found on the opening page of our website.
(elsiepubliclibrary.weebly.com).

For more information about any and all programs or other
Summer 2020 activities, please visit the Elsie Public Library
website, check FACEBOOK or call 989-862-4633.

Ovid Public Library 
The Ovid Public Library will continue to offer curbside

service only for the week of June 15-19.  
Please call in your requests and you will be given a desig-

nated time to pick up your reading materials at the curb in front
of the library.  

This service is part of the library board’s reopening policy
for the safety and good health of patrons and staff.  The CDC
recommends 24 hours for the virus to become less dangerous,
so the curbside service hours will be Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday from 10:00 – 5:00.  

Other times may be made by appointment.  Please call the
library at 989-834-5800.

Shepardsville UMC 
Re-Opening June 14th

submitted by Judy Hazel
Shepardsville UMC will be re-opening Sunday, June 14 for

regular church service at 10:00 a.m.  We have put Covid pre-
cautions in place.   Masks recommended but not mandatory.
Please come and join us as we celebrate gathering and worship-
ping God. We are located at 6990 Winfield Road, Ovid.
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COMPOSITE
PALLETS

FOR SALE 
Available at 
The Weekly 

(989) 834-2264
Roughly 
48” x 48”

Great 
for 

Storage
$10 

Each

Elsie American Legion Post 502 
submitted by Cmdr. Gene Nethaway
Our American Legion Post and the Dollar General in Elsie have started taking donations to

help the people that went through the floods when the Eden Dam broke and eventually 5 Dams
broke.  I’ve contacted the commander of the Sanford American Legion Post that is handling
donations and they are requesting that the people are asking for the following items: they’re ask-
ing for cleaning supplies (such as soaps, bleach, dish soap and etc), drinking water, hygiene
items (baby wipes, tooth paste hand soap and etc.), insect repellent and sun block.  You can also
donate money and we will take these items up there directly to them and they will get the items
out to the people in need.  The Elsie Dollar General is open 7 days and has a money donation
container and a box if you purchase items.  The American Legion will have boxes outside or
come inside on the north side of the Post in the Meeting room where we are collecting the items
on tables.

As their needs change, we will keep everyone notified as to what their new needs are.  Thank
you in advance for caring about our fellow Michiganders that is in need of support.  If you have
any questions contact Gene Nethaway at (989) 834-2438.

St. John’s Lions Club Recycling Center
Expands Hours

submitted by Roger Dershem
The St. John’s Lions Club Recycling Center, 605 N. Swegles St., St. Johns is now OPEN 24

hours Monday thru Friday. No Weekends. 
Accepted materials: #1 clear plastic bottles, #2 natural plastic bottles, #2 colored plastic bot-

tles (no other plastic expect bottles); cardboard, newspapers, styrofoam and metal. Eye glasses
and ink cartilages. 

We also accept refrigerators, freezers, washers and dryers. Absolutely NO TVS and NO
TRASH.

A BIG thank you to everyone for your patience. 
Any questions call Roger at (989) 640-1313.

Never above you. Never
below you. Always beside
you.

- Walter Winchell

Photo of Eden Dam after it broke devastating the Sanford area

Are you having a
Garage Sale

Call 989-834-2264
to put it in our 

classified 
section

Rep. Filler Presents Tribute to EMT   
submitted by Shane Carnagie
State Rep. Graham Filler presents an offi-

cial state tribute to Susan Payne, an EMT with
CORE Safety Group, LLC, which has been
working with Shambaugh & Son, L.P. to pro-
vide services to MWC. “Susan has been an
inspiration to our community during this
time,” Filler said. “Despite the challenges that
come with being an EMT during a global pan-
demic, Susan has gone above and beyond to
ensure the health of those on the job site and
keep everyone safe during the course of their
duties. My hope is that she’ll always remem-
ber this document as a symbol of appreciation
from our grateful community.”
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Obituaries

LAINGSBURG
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
210 CRUM ST.

517-651-5531
Children's Sunday school: 9am

Adult Sunday school: 9am 
and 11:45am

Worship: 10am
Pastor Brian West

laingsburgumc@gmail.com

Middlebury United
Methodist Church

8100 W. Hibbard Rd., Ovid
989-834-2573

Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.

Rev. Melanie Young

ELSIE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
160 W. Main St., Elsi e(989) 862-5239

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: Ava Williams St. Cyril Catholic

Church

Mass: Sun 10:30am, 
Wed. 9:00am,

Word & Communion 
Every 3rd Friday at 9am

Confession: 
Sun 11:30am

We Welcome You to Come...

FIRST BAP TIST
CHURCH

163 W. Main St., Elsie

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Roger Numerich

Bannister

131 West Front Street 
Ovid, MI 48866 • (989) 834-5958

www.unitedchurchofovid.org 
or on Facebook

Rev. Melanie Young

Sundays am:  10:45 - Hymnsing
11:00 - Worship

Office Hours: 9-Noon Mon - Fri

United Church of Ovid

Duplain
Church of Christ

5565 E. Colony Rd.
(3 mi. W. of O-E H.S.)

Sunday School
10:00 a.m. 

Worship Service
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Senior Minister: Chuck Emmert

Associate Minister:Andrew Goodrich 
www.duplainchurch.org

Bannister United
Methodist Church

103 Hanvey Street
Pastor: Zella Daniel

Sunday Worship 11:00am

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE CHURCH

Corner of Price & Chandler, St. Johns
Pastor: John Jakus

Sunday School: 9:30am 
Worship Service 10:30am

517-651-6210

Advertise In Our Church Directory!  
Call (989) 834-2264

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Keck-Coleman Funeral Home Inc.
“Familiar faces and trusted friends”
1500 Waterford Parkway, 

St. Johns

989-224-4422

Pre-Arrangements have you wondering?
www.keck-colemanfuneralhome.comCurtis Keck Joe Coleman

Please call us for answers.

Wilfred “Bill” Dean Smith 
Wilfred “Bill” Dean Smith of Alma, Michigan passed

away of natural causes at his home on June 4, 2020, at the
age of 76 years. Bill was known to many as "Doc Smith". 

On July 27, 1943, Bill was born to Elmer and
Josephine (Rasmussen) Smith of Laingsburg, Michigan.
He attended Laingsburg Schools until the eighth grade and
then graduated from Ovid High School in 1962 as presi-
dent of his class. Bill went on to attend Michigan State
University and earned his Doctor of Veterinarian
Medicine in 1967. He moved to Alma, Michigan in 1968
to join in partnership at State Road Animal Hospital. Bill
eventually became owner until his “retirement” in 1993 to
focus on his farm.

Bill was an accomplished horseman and had a lifelong
passion for raising, training, and driving horses. He was
happiest holding a pair of lines in his hands. For thirty
years he raised Morgan horses, and then transitioned to
raising Percheron draft horses and Corriedale sheep with
his wife Cary at their home, Serenity Farms. Bill enjoyed
sharing his vast knowledge of horses with his family and the many friends he made over the
years in the horse industry. Horses and horse people were always a part of Bill's life, and he cher-
ished his memories from the many fairs, horse shows, and field days.

Bill was a 4-H alumnus, former FFA State Officer, board member of the Gratiot County Fair
for Youth, Gratiot County Sheriff Posse, and he was instrumental in establishing the Gratiot
County Animal Shelter.  Bill was a past member of the American Veterinary Association, the
Michigan Draft Horse Breeders Association, the Percheron Horse Association of Michigan, and
the American Morgan Horse Association.

Bill is survived by his wife of 27 years, Cary Ann (Wilmore) Smith; his children: Julie (Carl)
Gelderloos of Boulder, Colorado, Patricia (Daniel) Macha of St. Louis, Michigan, Nakia (Mark)
Carter of St. Louis, Michigan, and Alex Strouse of Sanford, Michigan; his grandchildren:
Amanda (Travis) Siddall, Benjamin Gelderloos, Dylan Macha,  Keith Gelderloos,  Mason
Carter, and Elliot Carter; his brother Doug (Laura) Smith, sisters-and brothers-in-law: Mary
Smith, Linda Smith, Kim (Chris) Wood, Darin (Susan) Wilmore, Michael Wilmore, and Devin
Wilmore; special nephews Eric, Wayne, Chris, Phil & Matt Smith; and many nieces and

nephews.  He was preceded in
death by his parents, his broth-
ers: Thomas Smith and Jody
Smith; and his granddaughter
Amber Fisher.

We rejoice in knowing that
he is walking again and driving
a team of horses in the eternal
green pastures of Heaven. 

A Private Memorial Service
will be held later this summer.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Gratiot County 4-H
Council (219 N. State St.,
Alma, MI 48801).

To leave an online condo-
lences for the family please
visit www.smithfamilyfuneral-
homes.com. The family is
being served by Smith Family
Funeral Homes, Ithaca, MI.

Clare Dean Parker
Clare Dean Parker, 78, of Owosso, MI, passed away

Monday, June 8, 2020, at Covenant Medical Center, Saginaw,
MI of natural causes.

Clare was born in St. Johns, MI on February 20, 1942, the
son of Henry and Opal (Kosht) Parker. He attended Ovid High
School. In his teens, Clare joined the U.S. Navy. In the early
1960's, he was aboard the USS William M. Wood, a destroyer
in the 6th fleet, in the Mediterranean Sea.

Clare worked at Oldsmobile and was a carpenter for most
of his life. He was a member of American Legion Post #502,
Elsie.

Clare is survived by 2 sons: Clint Parker and Eric (Laurie
Lynne) Parker both of Ovid; daughter Maggie Parker of VA,
step-son Jon Elwell of VA, 6 grandchildren and one great
grandchild on the way. He is also survived by sister Sandy
Kettler of Ovid, brother Keith (Patti) Parker of Ovid, 4
nephews: Gregg (Holly) Criner, Gary (Bob Sauer) Criner,
Kristopher Parker, and Kelly (Jodi) Parker; and niece Kimberly (Kip) Scott.

Per Clare's wishes, cremation has taken place and there will be no services. Burial will take
place at Maple Grove
Cemetery, Ovid at a later date.

The family requests that
memorials be made to the Elsie
American Legion Post #502 or
to the charity of your choice.
Online condolences may be left
for the family by visiting
Clare's obituary at www.smith-
familyfuneralhomes.com. The
family is being served by Smith
Family Funeral Homes -
Houghton Chapel, Ovid, MI.

In Loving Memory of 
My Dear Wife

Hazel Paulette Glosch
6/17/48 - 6/14/19 

I miss you Cookie. 
It’s been one year but it still 

feels like yesterday.
Love you always,

Ed 

12 1/2 miles north of St. Johns on US-127, 1/2 mile north of M-57 junction,
7 1/2 miles south of Ithaca on US-127

Come As You Are Expecting a Blessing
For more information call Birt Cooper at 

(989) 224-2875 or Wes Waddington at (989) 465-6176

All evening services start at 7:00 p.m.
Preaching - Music 

& Fellowship Each Evening 
7212 S. Bagley Road

June 21st - June 28th

102nd Year Celebration 
Ola Holiness Camp 
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Editorial cont’ on page 9

TOURING L
ANNIVERSARY 

EDITION!

‘16 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 

BUY NOW
$15,698

‘06 FORD EXPLORER LIMITED

Stk 682A

‘17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING 
LIMITED

LEATHER
NAVIGATION

‘16 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

4WD, V-6
3RD ROW SEAT

‘17 NISSAN PATH FINDER SV ‘17 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

3.5L, V-6, 4WD
MUST SEE!

‘09 TOYOTA RAV4 
1.5L ECOBOOST

FORD SAFE &
SMART PACKAGE

‘18 FORD ESCAPE SEL

PLUS TAX, TITLE, LIC DOC FEE  

www.sigautogroup.com

1960 E. Main St., Owosso, MI
(989) 725-2888 ~ 800-364-2868

Stk 19504A Stk 19556B

BUY NOW
$6,398

BUY NOW
$17,998

Stk 19552A

BUY NOW
$14,898

BUY NOW
$17,898

Stk 19523A Stk 19551

BUY NOW
$20,898

BUY NOW
$5,898

Stk 59B Stk 118A

BUY NOW
$18,478

4WD, V-8
LEATHER, 

NAVIGATION

3.6 L, V-6
MUST SEE!

2.0L GTD, CERTIFIED
LEATHER, P-MOON

NAVIGATION

It has been another grand week……filled with many unex-
pected and delightful times.  Started on Sunday afternoon when
we ended up having a cook-out.  Yes, it was at my home and I
only had to fix potatoes to be grilled, make the tossed salad and
fix the watermelon for dessert.  William prepped and grilled the
chicken and dogs.  Connie brought over some silo cookies
made with white chocolate chips, dried cranberries and
nuts…….they were a hit.  We laughed and talked and my son-
in-law, Brent fixed my steps and trimmed out three small
trees…….Diane and William both helped me to dig out a sec-
tion of the north deck garden.  That quack grass is horrible, I
had a rough time getting through the grass and the roots……..I
felt inadequate.

Connie left us and the rest of us played Monopoly because
William had talked us all into doing it.  William hasn’t lost a
game in over thirty years…….he is a very aggressive player.
Luck was with us; he not only lost but was the first player to be
ousted.  Yes, we all played against him.  Diane was so tickled
about his loss that she wrote it on her calendar and then sent out
some photos. We all enjoyed the game and the
company……laughter filled the air.

So today I was taking the great clumps of weeds that had
dried off and wacked them on the bottom of the wagon.
Because the bottom of the wagon is a steel mesh the dirt
became granular as it sifted through and formed a pile.  All of
the roots stayed on top of the mesh and I picked the roots out
and tossed them into the burn pile.  Finally I was able to plant
four Hostas, Lavender, Silvia, and a new Sedum.  I still have a
butterfly bush, Daylilies, and a few other plants to get into the
ground.  Then Deb stopped by at noon to pick up some sweet
pepper plants………I started some from last year’s crop and
have a plethora of yellow, orange and red.

While working on the flowers I kept hearing a great deal of
buzzing but at first couldn’t find the source.  Then Zach let out
a whoop and started racing to the house. “Look Grandma, the
bees are falling out of the trees”.  Not quite what was happen-
ing, I looked up and viewed the swarm of bees hanging in my
Maple tree.  It only lasted about three hours but it did hold our
interest.  I tried getting in touch with Ken but he must have
been out in the fields so no one was able to capitalize on the
new swarm.

I also received the estimate to install a new furnace, which
will be propane…I’ve already found someone to use the fuel oil
from the old furnace.  Now I only need to find a way to move
the empty barrel and cradle so that I can get them sold and out
of the way.  Also, I need to get with my co-op to find out how
to get a large propane tank out here installed and filled. Money,
money, money……..sure wish I had some more.  I also have to
make everyone understand where the drain field and septic tank
are located so that they are not damaged.  Life is good.

Yesterday morning my neighbor ladies and I made a run up
to the Clare Amish Hardware to pick up our canning supplies.
Since it was expected to be in the nineties I’m glad that Barb
supplied the transportation…….her air conditioning is top
notch.  Julie was the driver and I was the navigator…..we had
a wonderful time.  

And then I got caught in the downpour Wednesday as I
helped Diane put her chickens into their coop.  It was a
riot………the youngsters had figured out how to get out of the
coop but not how to reverse the process.  They were soaked and
we got soaked as we caught and passed them through into their
coop.  Diane and I both now rain soft hair……….

May your life experiences be filled with gleeful moments
where you are navigating and enjoying those unexpected
events.  Connect with others and enjoy God’s blessings. Have a
great week and use your common sense.  Bless you.

Crystal Mitchell ©2020

A Little 
Common Sense

by Crystal Mitchell

submitted by Jessy Sielski
LANSING—The Michigan Department of Agriculture and

Rural Development today announced a public input opportuni-
ty for the Rural Development Fund Grants Program.

To ensure effective program priorities, MDARD is request-
ing public input by emailing comments to mda-grants@michi-
gan.gov by Thursday, July 2, 2020.

The grant funds, established by Public Act 411 of 2012, are
aimed to promote the sustainability of land-based industries
(food and agriculture; forestry; mining, oil and gas production;
and tourism). Currently established priorities include infra-
structure development, workforce training, business develop-
ment, and rural capacity building that benefits rural communi-

MDARD Announces Public Input Opportunity for 2021 Rule
Development Fund Grants Guidelines 

ties.  
Currently, eligible counties include those with a population

no greater than 60,000 residents or micropolitan statistical
areas. Preference is given to projects in Marquette County.

All interested parties may visit www.michigan.gov/mdard-
grants for more information about Rural Development Fund
grants and to review the 2020 guidelines. Please submit all
public comments to mda-grants@michigan.gov by 5:00 p.m.
on July 2, 2020, with the subject line “2020 Rural
Development Public Comment.” The input received will be
considered when developing final grant guidelines for 2021.
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Home Improvement

LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC
A Family Owned and Operated Tractor & Equipment Company

We Are You Dealer For

3695 E. M-21, CORUNNA, MI 48817
989-743-4049   

www.lloydmillerandsons.com

• Used & New Equipment
• Parts & Service

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

PINE CREEK RENTALS
(989) 236-5346

Rte. 57 Middleton (look for signs on M-57)
• Bobcats (with many attachments) • Backhoes/Loaders 

• Concrete Tools • Contractors Tools • Dozers • Excavator • Tree
Chippers • Floor Sanders • Log Splitters • Post Hole Diggers 
• Pressure Washers • Scaffolding • Trenchers • Tree Spade

Hour, Day, Week& 4 Week Rates!

Owosso Ready Mix

Competive Prices

(989) 723-1295

800-442-4541

Owned & Operated 
by Bob Ardelean

Joe Huff • (989) 666-6529

• Roofing

• Metal Roofing

• Concrete

• Demolition

• Masonry

• Rough Framing
T&J Builders
and Excavating

3 Perennial 
Gardening Pointers 

Gardening is an engaging hobby that can provide a host of
benefits, some of which may surprise even the most devoted
gardeners. For example, the Harvard Medical School notes that
just 30 minutes of gardening activities burns 135 calories, mak-
ing gardening a fun and simple way to incorporate more exer-
cise into your daily routine. In addition, scientists have long
proven that gardening releases the hormones serotonin and
dopamine in the brain, each of which are associated with
improved mood.

Perennial gardens can be especially attractive to seasoned
gardeners and novices. Perennials are plants that come back
year after year, and committing to a perennial garden can
ensure people stick with gardening for the long haul, reaping all
of the rewards that come with making such a commitment. 

Before planting a perennial garden, those new to gardening
may want to consider these three tips.

1. Make a plan. 
A perennial garden comes back year after year, which

means any mistakes you make when planting are likely to haunt
you year after year as well. Factors like space and location must
be considered before planting. Many gardeners utilize garden
planning applications like GrowVeg to make the process of
planning a garden simpler and more organized. Such applica-
tions can be especially useful for novices.

2. Consider aesthetics. 
Gardens can be awe-inspiring, especially when gardeners

consider aesthetics prior to planting. The DIY Network advises
gardeners to consider scale before choosing which perennials to
plant. Tall plants and wide beds tend to look best outside large
homes, while short plants in small beds tend to look better out-
side small homes.

3. Work with a professional. 
Local garden centers can be excellent resources when plan-

ning perennial gardens. Representatives at such businesses can
offer tips on native plants, which will be more likely to thrive
year after year than non-natives. Such representatives also can
help you choose the right plants based on the amount of sun-
light the plants will likely get after being planted. Each of these
factors can be easily overlooked by people without much gar-
dening experience.

Perennial gardens can provide years of joy and inspiration,
especially when gardeners give ample attention to certain
details prior to planting. 

Container Gardening Tips 
Gardening is beneficial in various ways. The AARP states

that some of the health perks
associated with gardening
include improved mood,
increased vitamin D levels
(which benefits bones and
immune system) and
reduced risk of dementia. In
addition, if gardening
efforts include growing
herbs, fruits and vegetables,
it can be a cost-effective
way to eat healthy. 

For gardeners without
sufficient space or for those
with mobility issues, con-
tainer gardening can be an
ideal way to grow every-
thing from flowers to veg-
etables. Better Homes &
Gardens says most plants

are not fussy about the containers in which they grow so long
as some of their basic needs are met. This means watering cor-
rectly for the type of plant, and ensuring sufficient drainage. 

The following are some other ways container gardening
efforts can prove successful.

• Watch water. Planet Natural Research Center says plants
with thin leaves typically need ample water, and plants with
thick leaves need less. Use this as a guideline to gauge water
needs.

• Size correctly. Plants should be sized to the container.
Consider dwarf varieties of certain plants if your containers are
small.

• Choose the right soil. Fill containers with a commercial
potting soil rather than soil from the garden. Garden soil can
dry into a solid mass, while commercial mixtures have amend-
ments like peat moss, vermiculite, compost, and other ingredi-
ents to help with soil texture and moisture retention.

• Mix it up. When planting containers of flowers and other
greenery, Good Housekeeping says to include “a thriller, a
spiller and a filler” as a good rule of thumb. The thriller is the
focal point, the spiller a trailing plant, and a filler has smaller
leaves or flowers to add bulk and color.

• Poke holes. Drainage holes are essential so that soil will
not become waterlogged. Holes don’t need to be large, but there
should be enough of them so that excess water can drain out
readily.

• Select the right container material. Container materials
may be affected by gardeners’ budgets, personal taste and other
factors. For those who live in hot climates, selecting a light-col-
ored container can help prevent
further soil heat absorption.

Container gardening is a
healthy and enjoyable activity
that can pay dividends in vari-
ous ways. 

Furniture
Restoration

Wooden 
Nickel 

1125 Mak-Tech Drive, #D
Lansing 48906 • 517-708-0507
woodennickelrefinishing.com

Call For Appointment

• Repair

• Stripping

• Upholstery

• Canning

• Refinishing

• Free

Estimates

• Pick up &

Delivery

Available

WE’VE
MOVED!
SUMMER SPECIAL

OFF ANY $100 SERVICE

$20 OFF



June 14, 2020 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.com PAGE 7

Home Improvement

CONCRETE

• Concrete Flatwork
• 4’ Foundations
• Driveways & Sidewalks
• Stamped Patios
• Pole Barns

989-666-1839
Owner Doug Hall                                               Owosso, MI

www.sunbeltrentals.com

(517) 487-3055 Office
Josh Cole - Manager

From Air Tools to Heavy
Equipment. We’ve Got the
Gear to Get the Job Done!

14485 N. US 27
Dewitt, MI 48820pcm315@sunbeltrentals.com

R  E  N  T  A  L  S

$7500

Alexander
Mechanical

Service Tech: 
Luke Alexander

Ovid, MI
Call (989) 627-7941

Troubleshooting, Maintaining & Installing HVAC Equipment
FREE Installation Quotes Available

Now Thru June Lukesamaul7@gmail.com

Well Drilling
Three 

Generations
of Experience

• Rock Wells • Gravel Wells
• Plastic Well Screens

“We Use the Finest Quality Materials”
Submersible, Jet
& Shallow Well
Pump Repair

Jake Hall
(989) 723-1104

Rod Hall
(989) 725-5735

2517 W. Dewey Rd., Owosso

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Sewer and Water Line 
Installation, Repair & Replacement

Storm sewer 
Installation, Repair & Replacement

Drain Field Replacement & Repairs

Septic Tank Pumping 

Septic Tank Replacement

Pump Repair & Replacement 

G.A. Hunt Excavating & Septic Services
1220 E. Taft Road • St. Johns, MI

P: 989-227-1222  • F 989-224-1828
gahuntseptic.com

GA Hunt
Excavating & Septic
St. Johns

Improve Comfort When
Dining Outdoors 

Warm weather entices people to enjoy long hours outside
basking in the sun or relaxing on balmy evenings. Many of the
activities people once reserved for indoors when temperatures
were chilly, including dining, are moved outside as the weath-
er warms. 

Even though outdoor dining can be quite enjoyable, certain
factors need to be considered to ensure that each experience is
as pleasurable as possible. This means focusing on comfort
whenever meals are taken out-of-doors.

Address insects
Insects are equal opportunity invaders. Once they smell

sweet or savory food items, they quickly descend for an easy
bite. This means extra steps are necessary to dissuade insects
from coming by. Invest in citronella candles, which can be
placed around the patio to repel flying bugs. Clean up crumbs
and spills promptly. Bees and wasps can be lured away with
sweet traps placed around the perimeter of the property.

Offer shade
Too much sun can make outdoor meals less enjoyable. A

patio umbrella, pergola or canopy can cut down on glare and
make the dining area more comfortable. Check to see that the
shade source can be adjusted to guard against the sun as it
moves across the sky.

Dress up seating
Just because furniture is made for outside doesn’t mean it

has to be uncomfortable. Many companies now produce very
durable and attractive outdoor furniture. Weather-resistant fab-
rics mean rain or sunlight will not age items too quickly.

Reusable place settings
If you frequently dine outdoors, you may want to dine in

style. Instead of disposable paper or plastic place settings,
invest in colorful, durable, reusable plastic dishes, glasses and
flatware, which will not break if dropped and can hold up to a
dishwasher when it is time to clean up.

Create the right ambiance
Invest in outdoor lighting, candles and hidden speakers to

pipe in music and create ambiance. Install privacy screens and
foliage to establish a nice nook for outdoor dining.

Outdoor dining areas can be improved with some easy
modifications to existing spaces. 

Did You Know?
When planning spring landscapes, homeowners should

always group plants with similar water needs together.
According to the U.S. Department of Energy, grouping plants
with similar water needs together helps to conserve water,
which can be an especially useful strategy if or when drought
restrictions go into effect in summer. 

Homeowners also can embrace additional strategies to
landscape with water conservation in mind. For example, aer-
ating soil helps to improve water flow to plants’ roots and
reduces water runoff, helping to ensure that plants get all of the
water they need while reducing the likelihood that homeowners
will have to use excessive amounts of water to keep plants
healthy. In addition, using low-water-using types of grass can
help homeowners who live in areas prone to drought conserve
water while still maintaining lush, green lawns.

Avoiding Ticks & Mosquito Bites 
submitted by Grace Czubachowski 
As summer quickly approaches and we begin to spend more

time outside, it is important to protect yourself against ticks and
mosquito-borne diseases. Take precautions when walking your
dog, camping, gardening, or hunting when you are in grassy,
brushy, or wooded areas.  

After coming indoors, check your clothing and animals for
ticks. Ticks may be carried into your home on your clothing or
through your pet. If you find a tick, they should be removed. If
you need to wash your clothes, do so in hot water or tumble dry
your clothes for at least 10 minutes to kill ticks. Showering
within two hours of coming indoors can reduce the risk of
Lyme Disease and other tickborne diseases.  

Shiawassee County residents can take simple, everyday
precautions to protect themselves against vector-borne illness-
es that can be transmitted through mosquito and tick bites by
doing the following:  

• Use an EPA-approved insect repellent: When outdoors,
use insect repellent containing DEET, picaridin, IR3535 or oil
of lemon eucalyptus on exposed skin and/or clothing. Always
follow the directions on the package. 

• Wear protective clothing: Wear long sleeves and pants
when weather permits. 

• Keep mosquitoes from laying eggs near you: Mosquitoes
can lay eggs even in small amounts of standing water. Get rid
of mosquito breeding sites by emptying standing water from
flower pots, bird baths, kid’s toys/pools, and tires.  

• Landscape for tick prevention: Keep the grass mowed,
remove leaf litter, brush and weeds at the edge of the lawn.  

• Perform regular tick checks: Ticks can attach to any part
of the human body, but prefer body creases and areas with hair
such as the groin, armpit, ankle and scalp. Be sure to check
yourself, your kids, and pets for ticks after spending time out-
doors.  

Submit a tick or “tick pic” to the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services to have an expert help identify
what kinds of ticks you find or download “The Tick App” to
show you how to avoid ticks and tick-borne diseases. Find
more information about emerging vector-borne illnesses at
www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases.  
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WE BUY CARS!
SHIAWASSEE

COUNTYʼS

“We want
to buy 
your 

vehicle
today!”

AUTOMOTIVE
BUYER

#1

WE BUY CARS!
WE PAY MORE AND PAY YOU ON THE SPOT TODAY FOR ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS, ANY CONDITION!
PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL, POLITE AND WE PAY THE MOST FOR YOUR CAR

FAST SAFECONVENIENT
• 30 MINUTES 

OR LESS

• NO HASSLE

• WE HANDLE 
LOAN PAYOFF

• GET PAID NOW!

• NO WASTING TIME    
WITH TIRE KICKERS

• WE TAKE CARE OF   
THE TITLE 
TRANSFER

• NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY

• LOCAL

• PROFESSIONAL

• NO PRESSURE 
ENVIRONMENT

• NO STRANGERS 
AT YOUR HOME

• NO BUYERS REMORSE
• REPUTABLE

PAID ON THE SPOT!
WALK-INS WELCOME • OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

1108 EAST MAIN STREET • OWOSSO, MI 48867

989-725-2184 Tony Young

Farm Lumber Sawn To Order
BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER

Bark & Chips Available

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evenings: 989-875-4565

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evenings: 989-875-4565

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

When you purchase a 
life insurance policy from 
Auto-Owners Life Insurance 
Company, you can know 
you’re protecting the ones 
you love with a company 
you can trust. 

Protecting  
what’s  
important

42222 (11-16)
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Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • (989) 834-2288

by Dawn D. Levey
ELSIE - The regular meeting of the DuPlain Township

Board was held Wednesday, June 10, 2020.  The teleconference
meeting was highlighted by the appointment of election inspec-
tors for the August 4, 2020 primary and the impacts of COVID
in the township and county.

Monthly action was taken to approve the agenda; the min-
utes of the May 9 special meeting and the May 13, 2020 regu-
lar meeting; and the financial reports.  Further action was taken
to amend the budget by transferring $581.84 from unallocated
balance to line item 01977 - Computer Maintenance and
approving expenditures totaling $3,910.10.

Richard Bates, township clerk, requested that the following
election inspectors be approved for the August 4, 2020 Primary
Election:  Phyllis Moore (chair); John Lalonde, Kathleen
Pattison, JoAnn Fogarty, Emelie Schoch and Lynette Miller.  In
addition, that the following election inspectors be appointed to
the Receiving Board for the August 4, 2020 Primary election
Phyllis Moore and JoAnn Fogarty.  Officials approved the rec-
ommendations.

Bates also commented that preparation for the 2020 elec-
tion cycle is ever changing due to COVID and other changes in
election law.  

COVID-19 is having an impact on the way business is con-
ducted across the board.  Amy Bowen, treasurer, due to
COVID, requested that a drop-box be installed at the township
hall for tax-collection. All members were in agreement and
authorized that up to $200 be utilized for the purchase and
installation of the box.

Dr. Mark Holley, township assessor, reported that due to a
recent executive order and a belief that due process did not take
place regarding the March Board of Review a day will be
scheduled in July.  It was noted that Duplain Township had
completed the Board of Review prior to COVID-19 quarantine

DuPlain Township Proceedings 

orders.   A July Board of Review is slated for July 21, 2020,
10:30-11:30 pm, DuPlain Township Hall.

Kam Washburn, County Commissioner, reported that
COVID has reinvented how the county does business, as well.
The tracking of the of COVID-19 has been going on for 91
days.  The Clinton County Emergency Operations Center,
reported that there were 145 positive cases in Clinton County,
and 11 deaths.  Emergency protocols were implemented for the
court house, jail and Emergency Center as outlined by the
Governor’s office.  All employees were sent home except
essential services, all were on paid administrative leave.  Also,
instituted a daily EOC meeting, until this week, now meetings
are taking place three-days per week. All departments
remained COVID free.  The County has entered the virtual
world.  The courthouse opened up Monday, June 8, 2020, there
is a strict procedure in place that adheres to the Governor’s
guidelines before entering the Court House 

Hard decisions were made and continue to be made.  The
Clinton County fair grounds are closed until the end of the
year; 4-H Youth Fair has been cancelled.  Motz Park is open for
use and is being utilized, bathroom facilities are sanitized reg-
ularly.  Intense sanitizing is taking place at the courthouse and
the jail.  

Next, Washburn, gave a 911 update the bond sales will take
place the week of June 22.  He noted that Clinton County has
an excellent bond rating.  

He noted that challenges are continuous as parts of the
county government are reopened.  For example, jury selection
completed virtually, additionally, due process for the court sys-
tem for the accused to face the accuser, in a safe manner.

In other actions officials approved a voluntary contribution
to Michigan Township Association legal fees in the amount of
$36.56.   Levey reported that the township received a $375.07
dividend check from the Michigan Township Participating
Plan.

Laingsburg Board of Education 
submitted by Krissy Pratt
Laingsburg Community Schools Board of Education will

conduct a regular meeting on Wednesday, June 17, 2020.  The
meeting will begin at 7:00 pm in the Middle School Media
Center.

The major tentative agenda items for this meeting include
the following:  2019-20 Budget Update, 2020-21 Budget
Proposal, 2020-21 Board of Education Calendar, 2020 Tax
Levy L-4029 Resolution, Legislative Update, District Staffing
Update, Bond Design Finance Update, August Sinking Fund,
Proposal Update, MHSAA 2020-21 Membership Resolution,
2020-21 General Fund Operating Loan, 2020-21 State Aid
Note Resolution and any other business that may properly
come before the board. 

Board meetings are open to the public. Upon request to the
Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommo-
dation for a person with disabilities to be able to participate in
this meeting.
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MILLER’S SOFT WATER
For Clean, Rust-Free Water. 

Save on Soaps & Detergents
WE RENT OR SELL
TruSoft Fully Automatic Water 

Softening Service
We Service All Makes. (Salt Sales & Deliveries)

9450 E. M-21, Ovid • 989-834-5012

and

TAX

B
B

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
Income Tax Service • Electronic Filing

Offering Investments, Insurance
& Complete Range of Retirement Plans

Drop off hours will be 8 am to 5 pm
Other hours by appointment

Mailing address is P.O. Box 376, Ovid, MI 48866

DANIEL BUKOVCIK
101 N. MAIN ST., OVID
Phone (989)834-2270

Fax (989)834-2279

CITY OF OVID
SYNOPSIS OF THE 
SPECIAL MEETING

May 28, 2020

You may acquire a copy of the full set of minutes at the Municipal Building
located at 114 E. Front Street, Ovid.
Mayor Lasher, explained that due to the pandemic and the Stay Safe order by
the Governor we once again will be conducting the Special Council meeting,
practicing social distancing and via teleconference.  
Mayor Lasher opened the special meeting at 7:00 p.m.  He led the pledge of
allegiance.  
Mayor Lasher asked that the Clerk take roll call.  
PRESENT: Ms. Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Lasher Mr. Williams Miss. Mr. Zwick
(by phone), Miss Hibbard and Mr. Ordiway (by phone).
ABSENT: None
EXOFFIOS:  Liza Kusnier – Treasurer and Josefina Medina - Clerk
VISITORS: None and no one attended the teleconference other than the two
Council members.  
Mayor Lasher explained that we will be discussing the information on the mill-
age rate for the 2020 summer tax collection and the utility billing special
assessment.
Treasurer Kusnier presented her report.  Discussion was held.  A motion was
made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to accept the Treasurer’s report
as presented.
MOTION CARRIED
NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Mayor Lasher read resolution 2020-07.  Discussion was held.  A motion
was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to adopt resolution 2020-07
as
read.  Roll call was taken as follows; YEAS:  Ms. Perrien, Miss Hibbard, Mr.
Brown, Mr. Williams, Mr. Zwick (by phone), Mr. Ordiway (by phone) and Mr.
Lasher.  
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly.
2. Mayor Lasher asked that resolution 2020-08 be stipulated that it was read
into record.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second
By Mr. Williams to adopt resolution 2020-08 as read.  Roll call was taken as
follows:  YEAS:  Miss Hibbard, Mr. Williams, Mr. Brown, Mr. Zwick (by phone),
Mr. Ordiway (by phone), Ms. Perrien, and Mr. Lasher.  
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly.
3. Discussion was held on changing the date for the regularly, scheduled
meeting for June.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss Hibbard
to change council meeting from the 8th of June to the 15th of June so that we
can conduct the public hearing for the Truth in Taxation before the regular
meeting.
MOTION CARRIED
Mayor Lasher closed meeting at 7:32 pm.

Josefina Medina, Clerk
City of Ovid

Help wanted: Zoning Administrator for the 

Village of Elsie.

This is a part-time position ( $600.00 per year)

Construction and building experience is required

Phone/Email/ good contact skill required

If interested, please send a letter of interest & 

resume to:

The Village of Elsie

Shane Grinnell, Village Manager

P.O. Box 408 ▪ Elsie, MI 48831

No later than June 19th, 2020

Forgiveness
How do you feel when you are wrongly accused?
How do you feel when people talk bad about you to others?
When you’re the item of gossip?
How would you like to react?
When you’re at the center of slander, gossip, what is your

recourse or plan of action?
The first thing that we should do is to cry out to God for

help. When we have been treated unfairly or unjustly, God is
the first Place where we should turn. To God is where we
should pour out our hearts. Giving Him all of our hurt, pain and
frustration.

From there, we can pray for God to come to our aid to either
make the person stop sinning against us or to protect us or
remove us from harm.

While different circumstances call for different courses of
action, for the Christian there is always at least one thing that
we are to do- forgive.

How are we to forgive? Here are 4 basic steps-
1.Remember that it’s biblical. God is the one telling

us to do this. If we take the Bible seriously as God’s Word, then
we are going to make an effort to forgive and, where we can,
reconcile with the other person.

2.See your sin in the light of God’s holiness. We are
to always forgive because God has forgiven us the debt of our
sins against Himself. Our debts to one another pale in compar-
ison to our debt before the Lord. When people sin against us,
the wounds they create are serious and they hurt, but they can
never measure up to the pain we have caused God for all of our
sins.

3.Ask God for strength. Sometimes forgiveness, true
forgiveness, can only come from God helping us to do so.
Don’t be afraid to ask Him for strength and help.

4.Lastly, after having asked God for help against
those who hurt us, for them to stop the hurting and for us to
have the strength and ability to forgive, at the end of the day,
we focus on God and rejoice in Him. We give God thanks.
Thanks for working in our situation for good and thanks again
for forgiving us all of our sins, even when we weren't worthy of
it.

As Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
(NIV)

Religious 
Thoughts

by Chris Hearn
tohearns@yahoo.com
www.letsmeetgod.com

Editorial continued from page 5

Is it too Soon to go Back to
“Normal” Activites? 

Dear Andy,
Do you think it is too soon to send everyone back to work

and open public spaces and restaurants?  I am still afraid for my
family, myself, and others to go out into public and think I am
going to be immune to the COVID 19 virus.   I miss going
shopping, to church, to the beach and have cancelled 2 planned
vacations during this time for continued distancing.  I feel safe
at home but have anxiety attacks when I go to the grocery store.
Lately, everyone seems to be letting their guard down and I am
concerned that we are going to have a second wave due to peo-
ple not continuing to be careful or taking precautions.  Is it too
soon to go back to our normal activities?  

Scared

Dear Scared,
No one is immune to the Novel Coronavirus.  This virus is

scary because there is no evidence that if having it once, you
could be immune to contracting the virus again.   This virus is
scary because there is no specific cure or a vaccine to prevent
it.   But, there is no doubt in my mind there will be a cure and
a vaccine developed soon.  I have been following the CDC
progress in development and it appears they are closer to find-
ing a vaccine by testing antibodies from patients who have sur-
vived.

Just last week, Robert Redfield, CDC Director addressed
the same question you are asking.  Each state is making deter-
minations as the numbers drop in their state.  Each state contin-
ues to have a Coronavirus Hot Spots.  According to the New
Your Times, Michigan is #22 on the list with the Hot Spot in
Wayne County, with 21,570 cases.  Detroit was hit hardest in
the past 3 months, however as of Tuesday this past week, the
Detroit News reported less than 500 Statewide with current
data announcing 245 in critical care and 150 on ventilators.

As people are going back to work slowly and going to
restaurants, golf courses and churches it is imperative to follow
Michigan guidelines and the recommendations from our
Michigan Health Department.   People are still instructed to
wear a mask and disinfect your homes, wash your hands, and
limit the places and the number of people you come in contact
with when you are out grocery shopping or involved in outdoor
activities.   Churches are going back, asking people to sit with
their immediate family with space and personal contact 6 feet
apart and to wear a mask with only 100 in each group.

My husband and I went out to dinner for our anniversary
this week.  It was our first sit down experience since Friday
March 13, 2020.  We wore a mask into the restaurant and when
we left.  Other guests were seated at least 10 feet apart.
Greeters and wait staff wore masks and served us with a smile
underneath.  The restaurant was clean and appropriate precau-
tions were taken.  I felt liberated.  We could hear the music with
less people in the room.   It was nice to be out and we had won-
derful service.  Everyone followed the restaurant guidelines,
waiting 6 feet apart.  Respectful to each other’s space. I felt
safe.

My advice…stay home as much as you can until we have a
cure or zero new cases.  Follow the recommended guideline;
wear a mask and understand that not everyone agrees with tak-
ing precautions so use disinfectants where others have had con-
tact.   I would recommend being careful and until mandatory
testing is available or a vaccine is developed, we will not be
ready to reopen 100 % safely or be back to “normal”.  We will
make it through this together.  So, take a deep breath and relax.
Anxiety comes from worry and worry is a misuse of your imag-
ination.    

Andy @ask_andy@aol.com

Ask
Andy

Have a Question 
for Andy?

Submit them to:

ask_andy@aol.com

You can also mail or drop questions
off to: Meridian Weekly 

P.O. Box 11, Ovid, MI 48866



June 14, 2020 - THE MERIDIAN WEEKLY - FAX (989) 834-2066 - PHONE (989) 834-2264 - e-mail news@meridianweekly.comPAGE 10

Editorial 

Applebee Oil
& Propane
108 N. Mill St.,

Ovid

989-834-2828 or
800-882-0876

MICHIGAN
LIVESTOCK

SERVICE
Serving the Farm Community

989-834-2661
110 N. Main St., Ovid

M-F 9:30-3:30pm; Sat. 9:30-12:30pm

(989) 251- 8531

PERU 
Competitive Rates

Quality Work

Now Scheduling Small Indoor Projects
Bathrooms • Flooring • Kitchens 

Landscaping
& Handyman

Ray Peru

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 

double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 

circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 2

Ovid-Elsie
Animal
Clinic

3900 N. Hollister Rd.
Ovid, MI

989-834-5333
Advertise Your
Business Here

Doody Well Drilling
New Wells (Steel & Plastic) • Clean Water Systems 

• Certified Pump Repair • Well Replacement & Repair
State of Michigan #1616 Full Insured

517-651-5914
5624 W. Grand River Rd.

LAINGSBURG

Name 
Brand Pumps 

& Tanks

Scharnweber
Well Drilling

517-651-2211
Family Owned Business
Serving the Laingsburg & Surrounding

Communities for Over 20 Years.

Pump
Technician

Furnace
Technician

HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING
Sales & Service

989-834-5554
DAVE BENO

Ovid, MI
Cell # 989-798-7052

Answering 
Service 

Available

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264

Ovid Lions/VFW
Hall

214 S. Main St., Ovid
Available for rental.
(989) 834-2551

LONG’S
Transmissions

210 N. Lyon St.
Owosso

(989) 723-5580

• Automatic
• Manual • Foreign

• Domestic
• 4-Wheel Drive

Father’s Day
Turkey 

This weekend a very good
friend of the Weekly
Sportsman, Brian Began, will
be celebrating   Father’s Day
with his family by dining on a
recently harvested wild turkey.  Most families may have a cookout with steaks and or burgers
but the Began family will share not only food but also a hunting experience.   As Brian and his
father Bill prepare the turkey on the grill this weekend it  will complete a hunter’s pursuit that
started in November during firearm gun season.                                                                                  

This last year’s deer season for Brian was not as successful in terms of antlers and  inches
when compared to the previous season.  But he did spend some nice time in the out of doors
and hours watching wild turkeys wander around the woods and fields.  Little did he know that
his “deer hunting” was actually serving as beneficial pre-season turkey scouting.  A few months
later in March he hit the woods again and searched for fresh sign and set up a trail cam which
in time showed numerous toms and jakes wandering around the back corner of the farm.
Several pics from the trail cam indicated activity from several jakes and a very, very large tom.

Here is the hunt in Brian’s own words...
“I arrived maybe an hour early to put my decoys out and

get set up in my blind. Using my old box call I yelped which
I was not sure if it sounded right, I tried getting tips from
youtube videos but those guys make everything sound more
complicated than it is, so my advice is it’s best to  probably
ignore them.  Early on I heard some gobbling somewhere in
the distance behind me. It was likely several hundred yards
away, so I did my best to call it in.  Around 7:30 two hens had
walked up in front of my blind and hung out for the duration
of my hunt. They did give me some distance by walking out
no more than 25-30 yds.  I made a mistake that could've cost
me when at 7:56 my phone started vibrating as I thought I
turned off notifications and thought to myself ****. Reaching
into my pocket I fixed the problem.  Though at 7:50 I started
hearing gobbling again, this time from a different corner of the
property thinking it was going to walk over, and maybe
around the time of my cell incident I heard the gobbling again

from behind me and this time it was getting louder, a few seconds would go by and get louder
as I could start hearing the approach as I got my gun in position and out of the corner of my
eye this big Tom comes strutting out heading to the hens.  He made a slight turn giving me a
clear shot and BANG! A perfect shot to the neck/head at 8:05 from about 12 yds. Just as I was
about to fire out of the corner of my eye I saw maybe 2 toms behind him who ran off as I fired
while the hens just casually walked off.  I look forward to turkey hunting again in the fall.”

Brian did his homework and spent many hours last fall and this spring scouting.  Scouting
is probably the most beneficial preparation for bagging a turkey, especially a very large tom.
While this tom was quite large and when dressed weighed over 22 lbs but it fell just short of
making the CBM record book by about ¼ of an inch because of a ground down spur.  Brian
could really care less as he told the Weekly Sportsman he was “very happy with it.”  Hats off
to Brian for sharing part of the experience with his father and family on this special weekend.

-WS 

The Weekly 
Sportsman

by Dan McMaster
theweeklysportsman@meridianweekly.com

Wolfpack Fall Sports Practices Underway for
2020 Season 

LAINGSBURG -- Great news for fans of
Wolfpack athletics.

Things are getting ... well, somewhat back
to normal ... in the middle of a COVID-19 pan-
demic that canceled the prep spring sports sea-
sons.

LHS athletic director Jason Dykstra
announced last week that summer training
camps for the 2020 fall sports season are open
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Sessions will be held at Laingsburg Middle
School, outside from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. for var-
sity athletes, and 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. for sub-
varsity teams.

Sports

Elsie Food Bank 
The Elsie Area Food Bank has experienced double to triple activity since the COVID-19

outbreak. 
Distribution days are Monday and Wednesday beginning at 8am til 9:30am or until all have

been served. Free produce days are the first Tuesday and 3rd Thursday of each month. Food for
the Elsie Area Food Bank mainly comes from the Greater Lansing Food Bank. 

To make a donation to the Elsie Area Food Bank, please send a check or money order to
them at PO Box 311, Elsie MI 48831. The food bank is located at 225 N. Ovid Street in Elsie
(across the street from the Elsie American Legion Post 502). For more information call
(989)388-8717.



C L A S S I F I E D  D I R E C T O R Y

FERRALL’S FIREWOOD:
Good quality hardwood.
$50/face cord plus delivery. 
Family owned & operated since
1978. (989) 862-4453; (989)
666-0561.                            1156tf
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J & M WELL DRILLING &

Service, Inc. Emergency

Service. Perry 517-675-5956

Owosso 989-743-5626

Point of Sale Work, 5” PVC

Well Drilling, Well Repairs,

Pumps and Tanks,

Chlorinating and Testing.

www.waterhelpnow.com.  TF          

Meridian Weekly
Phone: 989-834-2264

Email: ads@meridianweekly.com

BUSINESS SERVICE

PAYING TOO MUCH FOR
PROPANE? Call Beck’s
Propane at 1-800-I-GOT-GAS
and start saving today. $50 refer
a friend.                       1520tf
-----------------------------------------

HAY FOR SALE: 1st and 2nd
cutting, round bales, average
650 pounds. 989-845-3343.

1526t2
-----------------------------------------

REACH ACROSS MI: with a
MegaMarket Statewide
Classified Ad!  Over 1.9 million
weekly in-home circulation just
$249 per week!  Buy 3 ads –
Get 1 Free!  Call 800.783.0267               

CPM
-----------------------------------------

LAND WANTED
WANTED: Farm land wanted to
rent for 2020 & beyond. Also
farm land to purchase on land
contract. Contact Don Cuthbert
at (517) 881-1724, or e-mail
don.cuthbert@yahoo.com.  

1450tf
-----------------------------------------

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED:
Internet. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today! 
1-844-275-3510                CPM
-----------------------------------------
COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS
ON SITE provides FREE diag-
nosis REMOTELY 24.7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19. No
home visit necessary. $40 OFF
with coupon 86407! Restrictions
apply 855-799-9814.                

CPM
-----------------------------------------
STAY IN YOUR HOME longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to
$1,500 off, including a free toilet
and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-
855-271-8452.                CPM
-----------------------------------------

BECOME A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR: Publications sold at
all major secular & specialty
Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission
kit. 1-866-945-3813           CPM
-----------------------------------------

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY: Receive maximum
value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-413-9672        CPM
-----------------------------------------

SERVICES
HANDYMAN: Driveways and
sidewalks. Also will haul away
junk. Call Jim 517-881-9977.

1499tf
-----------------------------------------
BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL:
Full service garage & house
cleanouts and estates. yard
clean-up, home and business.
Call Jay 517-980-0468. 1523tf
-----------------------------------------

WE INSTALL: Steel roofs on
high barns. Free estimates. Ask
for John 616-527-3635

1525tf
-----------------------------------------

FARM 

RECENTLY DIAGNOSED
WITH LUNG CANCER and 60+
years old? Call Now! You and
your family may be entitled to a
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD.
Call 855-603-1125 today. Free
Consultation. No Risk.

CPM
-----------------------------------------
AMISH BUILT mini cabins or
storage sheds delivered to your
site anywhere in Michigan!
Starting at $2,500.00. 
mynextbarn.com 989-832-1866

CPM
-----------------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discount. 
Call 1-844-369-2501.

CPM
-----------------------------------------
Meet singles righ now! No paid
operators, just real people like
you. Browse greetings,
exchange messages and con-
nect live. Try it free. Call now
855-247-5909. CPM
-----------------------------------------

PROPANE

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

BOATS & MARINE
POND/LAKE WEED
REMOVAL TOOLS: (The #1
alternative to chemicals.)
Performs C.P.R. Cuts-Pulls-
Rakes. Made in Michigan. 
989-529-3992.
WeedgatorProducts.com Enter
promo code GATORMI for 
discount.                          CPM
----------------------------------------

MATTRESSES

Live Fick Estate Auction,
Saturday, June 20, 2020,
10:00am. 2021 W. Pine River
Rd., Breckenridge,MI. Large
Collection of antiques; col-
lectibles; home furnishings 2 or
3 ring auction. Details at
www.FurloAuction.com 
989-835-1581. CPM
-----------------------------------------
3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath, Fully
Furnished Home, 109 N.
Grand Ave., Leland, MI.
ONLINE ONLY Auction ends
7:00 p.m. June 25, 2020.Open
House: Sun. June 21 & Tues.,
June 23. Details at
w w w . E p i c A u c t i o n s . c o m

CPM
-----------------------------------------

AUCTION

ADJUSTABLE BED Brand New
with Imcomfort gel memory
foam mattress. Retail Cost
$3,995.00, sacrifice fro $575.
Call for showing or delivery: 
989-615-2951.                    CPM
-----------------------------------------

2ND FLOOR 1 bedroom apt. in
Elsie. No smoking. No Pets.
$625/mth, $625 deposit. All util-
ities included. Call Ed Thornton
at 989-666-0359.

1527tf
-----------------------------------------

FOR RENT

FERRALL’S TREE is looking
to Hire: Enjoy work that pro-
vides instant gratification. 18
years or older, with valid driv-
ers license, reliable trans-
portation, full-time position, 40
plus hours. No experience
needed, just a willingness to
learn. Call 989-862-4453.   

1528t2
---------------------------------------
--

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

METAL ROOFING regular and
shingle style. HALF OFF ON
SPECIAL COLORS! Also, life-
time asphalt shingles available.
Licensed and insured builders.
Quality work for 40 years! 
517-575-3695. CPM
-----------------------------------------

MAXIMUM PRIDE LAWN-
CARE: Full service lawncare.
Accepting new accounts. Ovid
& surrounding area. Free esti-
mates. Also powerwashing
houses, decks, sidewalks, etc.
517-749-1622                 1526tf
-----------------------------------------

MEDICAL

OXYGEN - Anytime.
Anywhere. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds. FAA approved! FREE
info kit: 855-970-1066.     CPM            
-----------------------------------------
VIAGRA & CIALIS Alternative,
60 pills for $99. 100 pills for
$150 FREE shipping. Money
back guaranteed! Save Now!
Call Today 1-844-743-8144.

CPM            
-----------------------------------------

RIDE WANTED: Someone to
take me on a Sunday Afternoon
ride to Midland, Beaverton,
Edenville and Wixon Lake
areas. Call Lloyd McMaster Sr.
at 989-251-6901.           1529
-----------------------------------------

WANTED

BIG GARAGE SALE: Lots of
items from large to small. 7928
Tyrrell Rd., Laingsburg near
Colby Lake Rd. June 19, 20, 21.
8am-4pm. Tools, canoe, corner
desk, tiller, end tables and much
much more.                 1529
-----------------------------------------

GARAGE SALE

BUILDINGS
BEST BUILT BARNS
Michigan’s Largest Pole Barn
Company Best Quality, Best
Service, ORDER NOW  for
BEST PRICING!
License/Insured 1-877-802-
9591 (Office) 
989-205-2534 (Cell)       CPM
-----------------------------------------

HEATING & 
COOLING

204 S. Main Street,
P.O. Box 463, Ovid, MI

48866

(989) 834-6288
www.billsheatingcooling.com

Sales & Service

Licensed and Insured
Fireplaces

Thornton & Sons
Construction & Design Inc.

• Remodeling Specialists • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Wood Basements • New Homes • Architectural Design

Phone: 989-862-4889 

Licensed Builder
Lead Certified Renovator

Veterans Affairs Approved

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
The Weekly Service Directory...Where People

Find What They’re Looking For! 1

Holes - N - More - LLC
6 in. 12 in. 18 in.  24 in. 30 in. Holes

Bobcat Service of All Types

“Your Hole is Our Goal”
Insured

Ron Keck

Cell 517-896-5261

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

FERRALL’S TREE

“Old Fashioned Service with Modern Technology”

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.

We beat all LOCAL competitors rates GUARANTEED!

SPECIALTY SALVAGE

CURBSIDE GARBAGE SERVICE

FREE Curb Cart Rental For Seniors. 
Serving Clinton • Gratiot • Saginaw Counties.

989-725-8062Owosso:

Buying all scrap metals: 
Autos & Junk Equipment. 

One stop for all your 
recycling & waste needs.

Miller/Bartz
Septic

200 ft. of hose

2 Locations
Ovid

834-2733
Owosso

743-5055

Advertise weekly at the low, low rate of $22 for a single directory or $32 for a 
double directory, will buy your space in The Weekly Service Directory with a 
circulation of 11,000 papers!   Run your ad weekly, and change it as needed!

Ron’s Seamless Gutters & More
• Roofing • Siding • Kitchens • Baths • Decks • Pole Barns 

• Wood Basements • Concrete/Flatwork
• Interior/Exterior Painting • Skidster Work

Ron Orweller Serving Clinton &
Shiawassee Counties

(989) 640-8258

• Full Service 
Auto Repair

9779 M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-5031

MATT’S TOWING &
ROAD SERVICE
(989) 640-7381

Auto Repair (989) 834-5511

9055 E. M-21 • Ovid

Advertise Your
Business Here

only$22
per week!

For More Info:
989-834-2264
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VILLAGE FOOD PRIDE

MEAT COUNTER SPECIALS

501 S. Main St., Ovid
Monday - Saturday 7am-8pm, Sunday 8am-8pm 989.834.2220

ANGUS
PRIDE 
BEEF

PRODUCE SPECIALS
Sale good 6/15 - 6/21/2020

15 Pack Cans

BUD or 
BUD LIGHT

5/$2

$499SEEDLESS

WHOLE
WATERMELON

16 oz. FRESH

STRAWBERRIES

PLUS 
DEPOSIT

OPEN ACRES
VALU PACK

BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST

EA

$199

Due to uncertain market conditions supplies may be limited.
Therefore it is with regret we are unable to give out rainchecks.

7-7.5 OZ ASST. VAR
LAY’S 

POTATO CHIPS

GRADE A
LARGE EGGS

$999

20-24 OZ
BOB EVANS

REGULAR SIDE
DISHES

Senior Disc 10% 1st Fri of Every Month
20% Off All Pet Food on Thursday

20% Off All Wine Every Friday

Not responsible for printing errorsSENIOR SHOPPING HOURS WED. 8-11am

BI COLOR

SWEET CORN
IN HUSK

2/$7

USDA FRESH
BONE-IN 

PORK STEAK

2/$5

CURBSIDE PICK UP NOW AVAILABLE FOR ALL EVERYONE
GUARANTEED SAME DAY...ASK US HOW!

PLUS 
DEPOSIT

1/2 liter 6 Pk Bottles
7UP 

PRODUCTS

2/$4
$179

LB

LB

8 OZ
YODER’S

CHUNK OR
SHREDDED

CHEESE

3/$5
$199

69¢
20-24 OZ ASST. VAR

AUNT MILLIE
FAMILY STYLE

BREAD

$169


